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BANBRIDGE UNION. 


REPORT. 


Banbridge. 


The Union of Banbridge, in the counties of Down and Armagh, extends over 124,806 Populatinn and extent 
statute acres and comprises, according to the census of 1831, a population of 81,780. ofUniua.. 

Twenty of the 23 Electoral Divisions, into which it is divided, are in the county of Down, 
and these divisions contain a population of 67,040, being nearly one-fifth of the population 
of the entire county,* and in extent they bear nearly the proportion of one to six, to the whole 
surface of the county.f 

The Union was declared upon the 22d February, 1839, and a meeting of the Board, which Appomtment of com- 
is composed of 29 elected and 9 ex-officio guardians, a Committee of nine guardians was ap- to inquire and 
pointed, to inquire into and report the steps necessary to be adopted, relative to valuation and rating, 

rating ; and that Committee, upon the 22d April, 1839, presented a report which was adopted Report of committee, 
by the Board, stating that the Ordnance Survey would be amply sufficient to ascertain the 
boundaries of the Union and of its different sub-divisions, while the applotment for the county 
cess might be made available in ascertaining the quantity of land in the occupation of each 
individual, and that, although Griffith’s valuation was not altogether sufficient for the pur- 
poses of rating, yet that, if properly revised and corrected, it might, with the assistance of the 
tithe applotment books, be made available for a fair and equitable rate in the first instance.^ 

In conformity with the report of the Committee, the Board resolved on the 3d June, 1839, Resolution to adopt 
to adopt Mr. Griffith’s valttation as a basis for the new valuation, and to advertise for a com- Griffith’s valuation, 
petent person to complete the valuation; and, on the 19th June, 1839, after the usual adver- Appointment of Mr. 
tisement, Mr. John Wilson was appointed valuator.§ Wilson as Valuator. 

Mr. Wilson was not a professional surveyor or valuator, but had been engaged in the 
applotments of the tithe composition.] 

It seems to have been the intention of the Board that the valuator should have adopted Mr. Meaning of the Board 
Griffith’s valuation as far as that had gone, and should have confined himself to adding to all in their resolution to 
houses, which were included in Mr. Griffith’s valuation, the one-third, which according to his adopt Griffith’s valu- 
principle, had been deducted from the letting value ; valuing upon the same principle all houses 
not included in that work, and with those additions and alterations, applotting upon each 
separate tenement its value separately. 

Such appears to be the obvious meaning of the resolution of the Board, which will be found Valuator’s estimate 
among the extracts from their Minute-Book (Appendix), and such appears to have been of his duties, 
the way in which the guardians themselves understood their own resolutions. 

Mr. Wilson, however, formed a different estimate of his duties, and he proceeded to effect 
an entirely new valuation of all lands and houses within the Union. And this course seems 
to be sanctioned by the resohition of the Board of the 20th April, 1840, directing the valuator 
to proceed with the valuation upon his own responsibility, in such a manner as to be able to 
uphold it in court, in case of an appeal.** 

In this work he employed three assistants, as he was authorized by the resolution of the Employment of as- 
3d June, 1839, to do. sUtants by him. 

Those persons had not any previous experience in the business thus entrusted to them, and Their qualifications, 
their only qualification appears to have been the information which might be acquired in the 
course of a month, during which Mr. Wilson stated, that they accompanied him for the pur- 
pose of learning his system of valuation. ff 

In framing his new valuation, Mr. "Wilson availed himself freely of whatever assistance Use made of Griffith’s 
could be derived from the valuation of Mr. Griffith ; both in ascertaining the contents of the valuation, 
different townlands. and udging of the different qualities of the soils ; wthout hesitating, 
however, to prefer the statements of the contents, given him by the landlords, to those found 
in Griffith’s valuation, or the estimate of the quality of the soil, formed by himself or his 
assistants, upon inspection of the farm, to the judgment formed by the conductors of Griffith’s 
valuation.|| 

In addition to the Union of Banbridge, Mr. Wilson had also undertaken to value the Great part of valua- 
Unions of Kilkeel, Newry, Newtownards, and Downpatrick, and consequently, a great deal tion done by the as- 
of the work devolved upon his assistants, and some dissatisfaction seems to have existed on 
that account.§§ 

The only check on the assistants’’ work was Mr. Wilson’s selection of certain tenements in each Mode of checking the 
townland as a test of the correctness of their valuation, or rather of its correspondence with vnluationoi'iheas- 
his own views upon the subject, for it is not easy to see how the "general view” which he *‘staius. 
states that he took of the lands valued by his assistants, could have afforded any security for 
Its correctness or uniformity. 


* Appendix to Sixth Report of Poor Law Commissioners, Appendix C, Part 2. 

t The entire surface of the county appears to be 608,415 statuie acres, 2 roods, 15 poles of land, according 
to Griffith’s valuation, and the population 352,012, according to the census of 1831. 

% Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. ^ Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

II Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. if See evidence of Mr. Whyte, Appendix. 

** Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. tt Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. 

t% Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. Evidence of Mr. Whyte, Appendix. 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


Banbridge. 

Standard of value 
adopted. 


One-fouifii of the 
gross produce. 


Equivalent to the fair 
and reasonable rent. 


Large and small farms 
valued alike. 

Exceptions to that 


Rack-rent repudiated 
by him. 


His definition of rack- 


Voluntion of houses 
effected by adding 50 
per cent, to Griffith’s 
valuation. 


Effects of valuation 
of houses complained 
of by holders of small 


Entire valuation re- 
duced oiiu-tcnth. 


Committee of super- 
intendence. Nothing 
done by. 

Appointment of new 
Commilteo to exa- 
mine the valuation. 

Their proceedings. 

Meetings of the rate- 
payers held by them. 


Resolution of the 
Board to return the 
valuation to the va- 
luator for correction, 
and that he should 
attend meetings of 
the Rate-payers, for 
the purpose. 


Meetings of the 
Rate-payers held,’ 


Mr. Wilson’s estimate of the value of land was obtained by calculating the value of the 
gross produce of each farm, upon the supposition that one-fifth of llie farm was to be devoted 
to pasture, one-fifth to green crops, one-fifth to white crop, one-fifth to oats, and one-fifth to 
either hay or clover ; and then allowing one-filth to the landlord as rent.* 

Three-fourths of the value of the gross produce, calculated according to the average prices 
of agricultural produce for the last five years, he considered a reasonable remuneration to the 
occupier for his expenditure of labour and capital j and the remaining one-fourth he consi- 
dered would be a fair rent for a landlord to set his land at, and therefore put that down as 
the net value of the tenementf 

Thus his standard of value amounted in fact to the “’fair or reasonable rent,” although he 
was guided by a fixed rule in judging of what would be a reasonable rent for a landlord 
to ask. 

This standard was applied indiscriminately to large and small farms, except when the 
latter were under six Irish acres, and a good house had been built on them, in which case the 
entire tenement would set for more than the value of the land, and he, therefore, estimated 
the value of those by what would be a reasonable rent for them according to the course of the 
country. J 

The rack rent was repudiated by Mr. Wilson as a test of the value, and such he considered 
to be the meaning of the instructions relative to valuation and rating issued by the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 

The rack rent he defined to he any rent over what a tenant could afford to pay, living com- 
fortably, and meet his landlord on the gale day with the rent. And the mere fact that a 
tenant would continue to pay such a rent, by denying himself and his family the ordinary 
comforts of life, rather than be without the land, he did not consider a sufficient reason for 
adopting that as a criterion of the value of the tenement. 

A tenant holding 20 Irish acres of good land, at a reasonable rent, ought, in his opinion, 
to have stirabout and milk for himself and his family for breakfast, meat or fish for dinner, 
and potatoes and milk for supper; and any rent which would not admit of his having that 
species of diet, he considered a rack rent ; and therelbre an unfair criterion of the value of 
the land.§ 

In the valuation of houses, both in the country and in the towns, he proceeded in con- 
formity with the resolutions of the Board of the 29th of July, and 12th of August, to add 
one-third, or (as ho interpreted those resolutions), to add 50 per cent, to Griffith’s estimate 
of all houses included in his valuation, and formed a distinct estimate in his field-books, both 
of the value of those and of the houses under 51., and then added the amount to the value of 
the entire tenement ; but no separate estimate of the value of the houses was entered in the 
rate-book-lJ 

The effect which the addition of the value of the houses thus obtained to the value of the 
land had in raising the valuation of the Union, seems to have excited a good deal of dissatisfac- 
tion, according to the evidence of Mr. James M'Clelland. It pressed heavily upon tire occu- 
piers of small farms, which in that part of the country have as good a house on them as the 
larger farms, and either yielding to the prevalent dissatisfaction, or influenced solely by his 
own judgment, Mr. Wilson reduced the valuation of the entire Union by striking off 10 per 
cent, from the valuation of each tenement.^ 

A Committee had been appointed on the 20th of April, 1840, to . superintend the progress 
of the valuation, but that Committee only met once, and no business was then done by them. 
The valuator submitted his valuation of five Electoral Divisions to the Board, who approved 
of it as far as it had gone; but on the 2d of November, 1840, when the valuation was deli- 
vered in, a new Committee was appointed to examine it.** 

The members of the Committee appear to have got copies of the valuator’s field-books, and 
to have submitted them to the consideration of the rate-payers at meetings held for that pur- 
pose. and objections, both to the contents and to the valuation of the different holdings were 
received.tf 

The Committee, however, do not appear to have in any other manner interfered with 
the valuation, or to have taken any proceedings as such, at least no record of such remains, 
nor was any report made by them to the Board, who, on the 14th of December, 1840, 
resolved, — That the valuation could not he received in its then state, and that it should be 
returned to the valuator for correction, and that he should be required to attend at such times 
and places as might be convenient, in order that objections to the valuation might be consi- 
dered before the guardians of each division, who, with the ex-officio guardians, were to decide 
upon its validity. 

At the same meeting the Board resolved,— That no general rule should be adopted with 
respect to the valuation of houses, but that each complaint should be decided according to its 
own merits. 

In pursuance of the resolution of the Board, meetings of the rate-payers were held in 
the several Electoral Divisions; and when any objections were made as to value which 
appeared to the guardians to be reasonable, the valuator was directed to reconsider his 
estimate of the holdings ; but no alteration appears to have been made ivithout his con- 
sent. H 


* Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appbndix. t Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. 

J Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. § Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. 

II Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. Evidence of Mr. Wilson, Appendix. 

** Evidence of Mr, Wilson, Appendix. ft Evidence of Mr. .Tames M’Clelland, Appendix. 

I J Evidence of Mr. Wilson and of Mr. James M'Clelland, Appendix. 
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The valuation thus corrected, was adopted by the Board, and submitted to the inspection 
of the rate-payers, and was lying; at the market-house at Banbridge, for the purpose, at the 
period of our visit \ and although some of the guardians anticipate a great deal of trouble 
before a rate can be struck, yet not more than 48 objections upon the ground of over valuation 
had been made. 

In the Appendix to this Report will be found a comparison of the valuation thus effected, 
with that of Mr. Griffith’s, and the general result appears to be, that the Poor Law valuation 
of this Union is higher than Griffitli’s valuation by about 23Z. 10^. per cent. The amount 
of the former is 132, 936^. 8^. that of the latter is 94,494f. IOj. Id. As the former, 
however, includes the value of all houses, while those under 5/. were omitted from the latter, 
a fair comparison of the two cannot be made without deducting from the Poor Law valuation, 
the entire amount at which tenements of that class are valued. No separate estimate of the 
value of the houses is, in general made in the Poor-rate books, but as the valuator had put 
down the value of the houses separately in his field-books, and a copy of one of them for the 
Division of Annaclone was produced to us by one of the guardians, we deducted the value 
of all houses rated at sums under 51. from the amount at which each town-land was valued 
in the rate-book, and that deduction brought the two valuations nearly on a level ^ the one ' 
being 4,874^. Oj. 6d., and the other (Griffith’s) 4,852^. 19^. 

As that Division contains nearly 6,500 acres of land, and does not include a town or 
village, the result may be taken as a fair sample of a more extended comparison of the two 
valuations within this Union, deducting the houses under 51. 

As the valuator hud not made any entries in his books of the rents paid, except in a few 
instances, the accuracy of which he did not think could be depended on, it became impossible 
for us to make any exact comparison of the rated value of the land, with the rents paid by 
the occupiers, without an inspection of the rentab of the different proprietors, which it was 
not in our power to procure. ■ 

From the evidence of the valuator, however, it appears that the rents charged on 
the estates of proprietors, who, like Lord Downshire and Mr. Sharraan Crawford allow, 
a considerable interest to the tenant, are scarcely equal to the valuation, and that the rents 
charged by less indulgent landlords, exceed it in proportions varying according to the degree 
of interest which they may be disposed or compelled to allow the tenant. A closer com- 
parison it was not (for the reasons mentioned before), in our power to effect with any thing 
like accuracy. 

We were able to ascertain the rating of 244 lOZ. electors of the county Down ; being 
the entire number whose tenements are situate in this Union, and the numbers of those whose 
tenements are rated under 10?., and a similar return, respecting 260 10/. electors of that 
county, who registered in 1832, of 122 of the latter, who re-registered since 1832, as well as 
of 115 10/. electors of the county of Armagh, whose tenements are situate within this Union, 
will also be found. 

Of the 244 electors at present entitled to vote : — 

1 1 are rated under 5/. 

28 at and over 5/. and under 10/. 

48 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

49 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

63 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

47 at and over 30/. 

The 260 10/. electors, registered in 1832, are rated as follows ; — 

19 under 5/. 

32 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

52 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

51 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

60 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

40 at and over 30/. 


Of those 271, 126 appear to have re-registered, and their tenements are rated thus: — 
7 under under 5/. 


Baronies. 

tinder £5. 

£5 and uot 
£10. 

£10 and not 
£15. 

£15 and not 
£20. 

£i0 and not 
£30. 

£30 and 

upwards. 

Upper and Lover Iveagh . 

3 

15 

22 

30 

39 

17 


Of the electors of the county of Armagh, 


Banbridge, 

and objections con- 
sidered. 


Valuation adopted 
by the Board, and 
submitted to the in- 
spection of the Rate- 
payers. 


Comparison with 
Griffith’s valuation. 


Comparison of valu- 
ation of Division of 
Annaclone, deducting 
houses under 54 witli 
Griffith. 


Comparison of Rents 
with Rating. 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 
The number of 10/. electors who would be disfranchised. 

By a rating of 10/. is 46. 

By a rating of 9/. is 32. 

By a rating of 8/. is 24. 

By a rating of 7/. is 20. 

By a rating of 6/. is 17. 

By a rating of 5/. is 12. 

The total amount of the acreage of the tenements of the 10/. electors of the county Down 
at present entitled to vote, is 5,467 statute acres, 3 roods and 1 pole, and the total amount of 
their valuation is 4,700/. The amount of acreage of the 10/. electors of Armagh is 2,012 
statute acres, 3 roods, 17 poles, their valuation 2,548/., thus giving an average of 21 acres, 
1 rood, for each 10/. elector of Down, valued on an average at 17 j. 6c/. per acre, and an 
average of 22 acres, 2 roods, to each 10/. elector of Armagh, valued at an average of 
nearly 1/. 5s. ° 

At foot will be found a table classifying the tenements of the 10/. electors at present 
entitled to vote, according to the amount of their acreage, and a similat table respecting such 
of them as were originally registered in 1832, since renewed their registries. Another table 
shows the number of 10/. electors in each Division of the Union, with its population and 
contents, and the amount at which it is valued. The result on the entire Union is that there 
is one 10/. elector to every 227 persons. 

As to the number of existing leases, the evidence shows that it is likely to diminish, because 
an objection exists on the part of the landed proprietors to their granting of leases, although 
that objection does not appear to arise from any political reason. ° 

(Signed) Rickard Deasy, 
Hekry O'Hara. 

Inquiry held at Banbridge, March llth, 13fh, and 14th, 1841. 


Banbridge Union. — 1832. 


Nimiber of 
liobliiij'M under 

Aitiriuiiling to 
S Acres aiirl 
under 10 Acres, 

Amniinliiiff to 
10 Acres mid 
under 15 Acres. 

Ammintini; to 
15 Acres mid 
under 'itO Acres. 

Amounlinir to 
20 .Acn-s nml 
under 30 .Acres. 

Amouiiiiiiir to 
30 Acres 

and upwards. 

12 

20 

32 

59 

64 

72 

Since 1833. 

16 

22 

23 

49 

72 

62 

Annagh County, since 1832. 

14 

11 

34 

IS 

27 

11 


Banbridge Union. — Re -Registries. 


Barunics. 

A°t." 

mt lU Acres. 

10 Acres 
nnf 15 Acres. 

ajid 

not 20 Acres. 

20 Acres 
not 30 .Acres. 

30 Acres 

upwards. 

Upper and Lower Iveagh. 

7 

6 

11 

23 

44 

35 


* No. of 10/. Electors, BanbiiOge Union. 
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Banbridge. 


Name of Electoral Division. 

Area in Statute 

Population. 

Amount at which 
valued 

in Rate-book. 

Number 
of £10 
Electors. 


6,539 

0 

1». 

0 

3,426 

£. 

6,203 10 

d. 

0 

14 


5,475 

0 

0 

2,829 


5 



5,979 

0 

0 

3,421 

5,519 10 



Ballyward . • 

5,905 

0 

0 

3,383 




Balloolymore. . 

5,311 

0 

0 

2,667 

4,911 0 




6,382 

0 

0 

6,662 





4,970 

0 

0 

2,046 

2,366 15 




5,075 

0 


5,135 

7,112 12 




5,817 

0 

0 

2,712 



17 


5,123 



2,778 

4,801 0 



6,902 


0 

3,043 




Loughbrickland . . 

4,528 


0 

3,279 

4,714 0 




6,839 



3,783 




Quilly .... 

5,025 

0 


3,201 



15 


4,255 



3,025 

4,221 10 

0 


Tullyiish .... 

6,478 


0 

5,299 



14 


5,074 

0 


3,321 




5,064 



5,184 





4,797 



4,087 

5, 514 10 




4,021 

0 


2,724 

4,124 10 

0 



3,890 


0 

2,745 





4,877 

0 

0 

2,942 




Magherally . 

6,500 

0 

0 

4,134 

6,110 5 




124,806 

0 

0 

81,780 

132,936 8 

10 

357 
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LISBURN UNION. 


Lisburn. 

Population and ex- 
tent of Union. 


Appoiiilment of com- 
mittee to inquire into 
existing surveys. 

Report of tlie com- 
miitee. 

Recommending a nev 
valuation. 

Resolution oftlie 
Board to adept Grif- 
fitli’s valuation. 


Appointment, of a 
stcund committee. 


New Report. 


New Report adopted. 


Appointment of Mr. 
M'Anhur as vnliia- 
tov. 

Emidoyment of as- 
sistants by him. 


Mr. M'Arthiir .nu- 
ihoriserl to make an 
entirely iieivvaliialiim 


Qualification of his 
assistants. 


His standard of value. 
His idea of what a 
solvent tenant could 
afford to pay. 


That applied to large 
and small farms ia- 
discriminstely. 


REPORT. 

consists of 27 Electoral Divi.sioiis, of which 12, containing a population 
ot 2b,575,_ and extending over 47,606 statute acres, lie in the county of Antrim ; the remainiticr 
hfteen divisions he in the county of Down, and their population amounts to 45,681, extending 
over 71,634 statute acres.* ® 

The popuktion of Antrim, according to the census of 1831, including Carrickfergus, and 
exclusive of Belfast, IS 325,615. The surface of the county contains 691,779 acres, 1 rood 
19 ^“^ding to Griffith’s survey. The population of Down is, according to the 

to Sffifh’s surface contains 608,718 acres, 2 roods, 15 perches, according 

Thus one-twelfth of the population and about one-fifteenth of the surface of Antrim and 
one-eighth of the popuktion, and more than one-eighth of the surface of the county of Down 
are included within the Union. ^ 

The Union was declared on the 8th of January, 1839, and on the 20th of February, 1839 
valSSionr*^ guardians was appointed to inquire and report into existing surveys and’ 

The Committee reported to the Board, on the 19th March, 1839, that there was no existino- 
^ valuation which could be made available for the purpose of declaring a rate, and suggested 
that a new valuation should be made, and that it should be effected by the same plrsons 
tnrougn the entire Union, in order to preserve uniformity. "j" 

The Board, however, anxious to avoid incurring the expense of a new valuation, reiected the 
Report of the Conimitfee, and resolved, after a division of 18 to 5, that Griffith’s valuation 
might be made .so far available as to prevent the necessity of a new valuation, except for such 
property as is not included in it and on the 16th of April, 1839, a second Committee 
oA\e^rate+*^'^ report upon the requisite proceedings to be adopted, relative to the levying 

That Committee reported on the 14th May, 1839, that a new survey was not necessary, 
and the Board resolved, (with one dissentient voice,) that Griffith’s valuation should be taken 
adopted, adding to it such property, not valued in that, as is liable to be 

A resolution was subsequently proposed and seconded, that Griffith’s valuation of the Union 
was incorrect, both relatively and absolutely, but it was rejected by a majority of 12 to 2, and 

the report ot the Committee adopted.§ J J J ^ auu 

T J^®.^^^^^^l^^''’ertisemeut for valuators was published, and on the 16lh July, 1839, Mr. 
John M Arthur was appointed to carry into effect the system which the Board had resolved 
to adopt, [I 

employed five assistants, without any express sanction from 
the Board, though it would appear from the resolution of the 2nd of June, 1840, that the 
employment of assistants, in the performance of his duties, was recognized by them and 
finding upon experiment that such a valuation as the Board had resolvid on would be below 
the letting value of the tenements, and could not therefore be sustained by him on an appeal, 
he made a communication to that effect to the Board. 

The guardians then relinquished the system that they had up to that time adhered to, and 
authorised Mr. M'Arthur to make a new valuation upon his own responsibility, a resolution 
to appoint another person to accompany him having been withdrawn, upon Mr. M'Arthur’s 
explaining that he had already two competent persons to assist him.^ 

An entirely new valuation was then commenced. The assistants, five in number, of whom 
one had valued the rural districts of the Belfast Union, another had valued under the Tithe 
Composition Acts, and the others were surveyors, accompanied their principal for a few days, 
sLiciard Devalue instructed in his system of valuation, and learned his 

^hem in the same terms, according to the evidence of 
^ explained it to us, that is, at what a solvent tenant could afford to 

pay. What a solvent tenant could afford to pay, according to him, is such a rent as would 
allow him out of the produce of from 10 to 20 acres, to clothe himself and his family com- 
toitably to feed himself and Ins family upon potatoes and milk, and to have occasionally 
eggs and meat, once or twice a-week.f f- ^ 

Tins standard was applied by himself, and directed to be applied by his assistants, to' large 
and small farms mdjscnmnmtdy, altbough the market-price of the liter had been raised by 
competition above that of the former. 


* Report of the Poor Law Conimissioners for 1839, Appendix; and Report for 1840. Appendix. 

•t Exiraets from Minute-book, AppENniv t. irJ. - * <■ 

i Exiracis from Minute-book A™d x if Minute-^ 

•IT Pvtr-,f.t= frnrr. h i A |l Extracis from Minute-book, Appendix. 

11 Extr.acts from Minute-book, Appendix. ** Evidence of Valuator. Appendix. 

T't Evidence of Valuator, Appendix. 
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The effect of competition, in raising the market-price, he in\'ariably disregarded, whenever Lisburn. 
that price was over what he considered a reasonable value. - — 

In valuing houses in the country, he adopted Gnffith’s valuation, as far as it extended j ojsretitraed't'y'him!'^'' 
he also valued those not included in it, and added the amount to the value of the land, which, Houms in the country 
in the smaller farms, was very little increased thereby, as he considered the houses on them of —how valued, 
very little value. 

In the tow'ns. the principal of which is Lisburn, he put what he considered a reasonable 
occupation rent on the house — the tenant keeping it in repair. 

But even in towns, although he approached nearer the letting value than in his valuation of Kack rent rejected 
farms, he still did not come up to the rack rent.* hou$es"iu'towiif. 

Three Electoral Divisions, one of which includes the borough of Lisburn, and parts of six 
others, amounting altogether in extent to about one-fifth of the Union, were valued by himself. 

The remaining four-fifths were left to the judgment of bis assistants, who formed their Four-fifths of the 
estimate of the value without any other guide than tlie information respecting Mr. M'Arthur’s assuints!'***^ 
mode of valuing, which they might have acquired in the course of their attendance with him.f 

Their estimate of the value was, however, revised by him, and tested by a comparison with 
Griffith’s valuation, that is, the latter was considered 25 per cent, under the letting value of iu,ith GuftHh’sr'°^ 
the land, and in every case, where the difference between the two did not amount to nearly And 25 per cent in 
that pel- centage, and there were no particular circumstances to account for a greater or less 
disparity, the estimate formed by the assistants was altered so as to make it nearly 25 per cent, 
above Griffith’s valuation.J ^ 

No personal inspection of the tenements valued by his assistants was ever made by Mr. tion^o'fthek 
M'Arthur, except where a complaint was made, the time allowed him for completing his made by him, except 
valuation not admitting of it ; and the only mode of correcting their mistakes, as well as of 
securing uniformity in their valuations, was the comparison with Griffith’s valuation, increased ® 
by 25 per cent, to bring it to the letting value. § 

On the 29th of September, 1840, a Committee of 12 guardians was appointed to examine Valuatiou of nine 
(in conjunction with the guardians of each division) the valuation of 14 Electoral Divisions fo'vXation'commit- 
then completed, and submitted to their scrutiny. tee; and approved Iry 

That Committee reported on the 29th of October, 1840, that they had examined the them, 
valuation of nine divisions and found it correct, “ errors excepted.” [) 

The remaining Electoral Divisions do not appear to have undergone the scrutiny of the 
Committee, of whose proceedings no record exists save their report as entered on the Minute- Committee. 

Book ; but on the 20th of October, 1840, the entire valuation was handed in by Mr. M'Arthur, Entire valuation sub- 

and after the usual inspection by the rate-payers, and the correction of mistakes, in every “/‘ate 

case where the parties objecting were able to satisfy the valuator of his error, and another Miltake^J^cwKcted by- 

examination by another Committee of Guardians, it was adopted by the Board, and a rate valiiator. 

was declared on the 2nd of January, 1841. Another c'ommiitee. 

We compared the valuation thus effected with Mr. Griffiths’s valuation, and the compa- Adoption by the 
rison will be found in the Appendix. The general result is, that the Poor Law valuation Board and declaration 
exceeds Griffith’s by nearly 22 per cent. The amount of the former is 122, 48U. 15 j., and of c'^i.mparison of Poor 
the latter 98,61 9^ 5j. 5d. The former, however, includes all houses, and, as no separate La^ valuation with 
entries were made of the value of the houses, it was impossible to institute a closer comparison Gnffiiii’s. 
of the two valuations. 

The valuation of the land appears to be, in general, nearly on a level with the rents charged Comparison with rent, 
on recent lettings in the Union^ by those who allow a considerable interest in the land, while 
it is lower than the rents charged on the estates of those proprietors who cannot or are not 
disposed to allow the tenants so large an interest in the soil. 

We had not, however, an opportunity of comparing the rentals exactly, as Mr. Gregg, the 
under agent to Lord Hertford, who is the principal proprietor in the Antrim portion of the 
Union, considered that he could not, consistently with his duty, publish the rental of his 
Lordship’s estate. 

In the town of Lisburn we were enabled to ascertain the rents paid by 138 persons who 
have registered for the borough, as householders, and who hold either from year to year, or bou>phi”dets iu LU- 
on recent lettings on lease, and their names, with the amount of their rent, that of their bum. 
rating, and the amount at which they are valued under the 9th Geo. IV., c. 82, will bo found 
in the Appendix. In 14 instances only is the rating higher than the rent, and in 17 instances 
the rent and rating are equal, and in the remaining 107 the rent is higher than the rating. ^ of Police' 

The total amount of the rents paid by those persons is 1,570/. ID. 6c/.; the amount at which val'u''tb'rwitli PooT' 
they are rated in the valuation under the 9th Geo. IV. is 1,550/.; and that of their rating Law valu.itiou. 
under the Poor Law is 1,227/. 

The number of tenements within the limits to which the valuation under the 9th Geo. IV., 
extends which are rated in the Poor Law books at 10/. and upwards is 280, those at 5/. and 
upwards is 520, while the number valued under the 9th Geo. IV., at 10/. and upwards is 
246, and the number at 5/. and upwards is 371. 

The total number of 10/. county electors, whose tenements are situate within the Union, f|^g“® 5 '’yAuirim. 
and the rating of which we were enabled to ascertain is 469, of which 235 are electors of the 
county of Antrim, and their rating is as follows: — 


* Evidence ofValuator, Appendix. t- Evidence of Valuator, Appendix. 

t Evidence of Vatuatov, Appendix. ^ Evidence of Valuator, Appendix. 

I^Extiacts from Miinite-book, Appendix. 

" Evidence ofValuator, Appendix; and Evidence of Mr. Gregi;, Appendix. 
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Lisburn, 


5 under 5/. 

27 at and over 5^., and under 10/. 

37 at and over 10/., and under 15/. 

41 at and over 15/., and under 20/. 

56 at and over 20/., and unde r30/. 

69 at and over 30/. 

The rating of the 234 10/. electors of the county of Down, whose tenements are situate 
within the Union, is as follows: — 

5 under 5/. 

11 at and over hi., and under 1 0/. 

16 at and over 10/., and under 15/. 

43 at and over 15/., and under 20/. 

64 at and over 20/., and under 30/. 

95 at and over 30/. 

Of the borough electors, the rating of 206 householders was ascertained, and the general 
result is as follows : — 

5 under 5/. 

25 at and over 51, and under 10/. 

59 at and over 10/., and under 15/. 

<^7 at and over 15/., and under 20/. 

41 at and over 20/., and under 30/. 

38 at and over 30/. 

In the Appendix to this Report will be found statements of the number of county 
electors, as well as of the borough electors, who are rated under 10/., and under each inter- 
mediate unit down to 5/. 

A table is also subjoined, showing the area and population- of each Division — the amount 
of its valuation, and the number of 1 0/. county electors in each, giving one elector to every 
192 persons in the county of Antrim; and in Down one to every 210. 

The amount of the acreage of the 10/. electors of the county of Antrim, whose rating was 
ascertained, is 6938 acres, 2 roods, 26 poles, statute, giving an average of nearly 29 acres to 
each elector, and the total amount of their valuation is 6,111/. I5 j. The amount of the 
acreage of the /. electors of Down whose rating was ascertained, is 6,937 acres, 2 roods, 
5 poles, giving an average of nearly 29 acres to each elector, and the total amount of their 
valuation is 6,958/. 1 1 j. 

A table is also subjoined, classifying the 10/. electors according to the amount of their 
acreage. 

The evidence shows that the same objection to granting leases which we found existing in 
Banbridge, does not prevail here. 

Rickard Deasy. 

Henry O’Hara. 

Inquiry held at Lisburn, March 13, 14, and 15, 1841. 


Table No. 1. 

Table, showing the Number of County Electors, the valiialion of whose tenements has been 
ascertained, within this Union, who are rateil under the following sums : 



£10 1 

1 £9 

i 

£8 1 

£7 

£6 

£5 

County of Antrim . 1 

S2 

25 

20 

16 

8 

5 

County of Down 

16 

14 

12 

7 

7 

1 

5 


Table No. 2. 

The like Table for the Borough of Lisburn ; 


£li) 

£9 

£8 ' 

£7 

1 £6 

£5 

30 

16 ' 

12 

1 

! “ 

5 
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Table No. 3. Lisburn. 


Number of £l0 Electors, Lisburn Union. 


Electoral Divisions. 

Population. 

Statute Acres. 

Net Annusl Value 
in Poor Rate 
Book. 

Number of £10 
Electors Registered 
from 1st January, 
1833, to 

1st January, 1841. 

County Antrim. 



£. s. d. 


Lissue 

1,613 

1,704 

2,112 10 0 

12 

Kiiockiiadona 

1,960 

3,709 

3,607 10 6 

23 

Magheragall 

1,182 

2,839 

3,181 15 0 

9 

Magheramesk 

1,700 

3,144 

3,576 5 0 

19 

Glenavey 

2,779 

5,767 

2,469 15 0 

28 

Ballyscolly 

2,265 

4,649 

5,525 15 0 

22 

Legaterrijf 

2,165 

3,64S 

4,525 5 0 

11 

Tullyrusk 

1,274 

4,777 

2,975 0 0 

28 

Island Kelly 

2,575 

6,852 

4,371 10 0 

54 

Derraghy 

2,666 

5,618 

5,164 10 0 

29 

Malone 

1,651 

3,739 

6,618 10 0 

1 


21,830 

46,446 

46,129 5 0 

235 






Breda 

3,644 

5,520 

6,515 0 0 

7 

Drumbo 

3,176 

6,558 

6,333 15 0 

12 

Killany 

1,570 

3,365 

3,363 15 0 

16 

Saintfield 

3,091 

4,463 

5,441 5 0 

40 

Ouley 

2,881 

3,733 

4,401 15 0 

45 

Drumbeg 

1,977 

2,375 

4,370 0 0 

1 

Blaris 

2,606 

3,058 

4,274 0 0 

16 

Maze 

3,43.5 

4,801 

4,548 0 0 

12 

Hillsboro’ 

3,724 

4,663 

6,883 15 0 

16 

Ballyworfey 

2,662 

3,713 

3,765 0 0 

11 

Aniiahilt 

3,755 

6,752 

6,503 0 0 

28 

Glassdrummon 

2,708 

4,756 

4,002 5 0- 

2 

Dromara. . 

3,083 

6,082 

5,096 5 0 

4 

Ballykeel 

3,633 

5,480 

5,806 10 0 

17 

Ballymacbrennan 

2,681 

5,175 

4,968 5 0 

9 


44,616 

70,494 

76,352 10 0 

236 


Total, exclusive of the Division of Lisburn. 


Population. 

Statute Acres. 

Net Annual Value 
as in Poor Rate 
Book. 

Number of £10 
Electors Registered 
from 1st Jan., 1833, to 
1st Jan., 1841, in 
Couitties of Antrim 
and Down, within the 
Union. 

66,446 

116,940 

£. s. d. 

122,481 15 0 

469 


Classification of £10 Electors, according to the amount of their Acreage. 


Counties. 


At and over 5 
Acres and 
not 1 0 Acres. 

At and over 10 
Acres and 
not Id Acres. 

At and over 15 
Acres and 
not 20 Acres. 

At and over 20 
Acres and 
not 30 Acres. 

At and over 
30 Acres. 

Antrim. 

5 

14 

29 

33 

68 

87 

Down . 

9 

7 

17 

40 

64 

96 


Z 
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Newtown- 

Limavady. 

Population and con- 
tents of Union. 
Hesolution to efTect a 
new valuation of the 

Appointment of Mr. 
Fisher as Valuator. 

And of Valuation 
Committee. 


QualiScations of 
Valuator. 


Employment of an 
assistant. 

His qrialification. 


Mode of proceeding 
with, the valuation. 


Standard of value 
adopted by them. 


Their valuations 
distinct. 

Application of the 
common standard of 
value by Mr. Fisher. 
“ Rack rent ’ ’ 
repudiated by him. 
Fair letting value 
adopted. 

His idea of a “fair 
letting value.” 

No calculation of 
return for capital 
made by him. 


Mr. Kavanagh’s ac- 
countoflns formation 
of astandard ofvalue. 


Reference io the 
Government valuation 
and Rent. 

“Rack Rent ” re- 
pudiated by him. 


Difference between 
his application of that 
standard and Mr. 
Fisher’s. 


NEWTOWN LIMAVADY UNION. 


REPORT. 

The Union of Newtown-Limavady lies entirely in the county of Londonderry,* of which it 
comprises nearly one-fifth in population, and in area more than one-third. 

The Union was declared on the 21st of September, 1839, and on the 10th of October, 
1839, at the first meeting of the Board, which consisted of 8 ex-officio and 32 elected 
guardians, of whom 8 of the former and 23 of the latter attended, it was resolved, without a 
division, that an entirely new valuation of the Union should be effected, and that the usual 
advertisement for valuators should be published.f 

Tenders were received from seven different persons, and read at the next meeting on the 
25th November, 1839, and Mr. Archibald Fisher (whose tender was the lowest) was ap- 
pointed to value the Union within the space of nine months ; and at the same meeting a 
Committee of five (all of whom were ex-officio guardians) was appointed to superintend the 
proceedings of the valuator, and procure for him the assistance of such documents as might 
be considered desirable.^ 

Mr. Fisher is a valuator by profession, and had been all his life engaged in the valuation 
of land ; he had valued both for private individuals and as a Commissioner under the Tithe 
Composition Act, in which latter capacity he had valued a parish comprising two of the 
Electoral Divisions in the Union (Myroe and Highlands), and though his tender was the 
lowest, he seems not to have been selected solely on that account.§ 

Mr. Fisher employed as an assistant (without any direct sanction from the Board, though 
apparently with their knowledge and consent), Mr. Kavanagh, who had been also engaged 
in the valuation of land, and was permanently employed as valuator of the estates of the 
Marquis of Waterford, which lie within this Union. || 

They proceeded together over three or four townlands, to form a scale of value, and then 
made perfectly independent valuations of distinct portions of the Union, Mr. Fisher himself 
valuing 10 electoral divisions, and Mr. Kavanagh nine.^ 

Their scale of value they formed, according to Mr. Fisher, by calculating the value of the 
produce of the best land in the Union, upon an average of five years, which they estimated 
at 41. 10s. per acre, and deducting from that amount the price of labour, and the other 
expenses of raising it, which left a surplus of 27s. &d. per acre, which they put down as the 
value of that land. They then compared other lands with that, and judged of them by that 
comparison, according as they appeared more or less inferior to the land thus selected as a 
criterion.** 

After having thus formed in their own minds a standard of value, they separated, and 
Mr. Fisher’s statement of his application of the standard of value which he and his assistant 
had formed, was, that he never went up to the “rack-rent,” which he defined to be such a rent 
as would leave the tenant a bare subsistence, but that he adopted a fair letting value, which 
would leave the tenant the means of living comfortably, after paying the amount of it. His 
idea of comfortable living for a tenant of 20 or 30 Irish acres of the average land in that 
country, was potatoes and stirabout and milk at breakfast, meat or fish at dinner, and potatoes 
and milk in the evening, for himself and family, and his valuation of the land would allow a 
tenant holding that quantity of land at such a scale of diet.f f 

Although it is usual in that part of the country for an in-coming tenant to pay 51. or 6^., 
or sometimas more per acre, to the out-going tenant, even for a tenancy from year to year, 
yet no calculation was made by Mr. Fisher of any return for capital invested, nor was any 
other standard adopted than what he considered a fair letting value, as a guide to which 
he and his assistant entered, for their own guidance, into the calculation mentioned above. 

Mr. Kavanagh described his mode of forming a scale of value somewhat differently. 
He compared the scale of prices adopted by the Government valuators under the present 
prices, and finding the latter to he higher, he thought himself justified in making a 
proportional increase when the amount at which the land had been valued by the former.§§ 
He also referred to the rent for which the land would let, taking care to be under the 
“ rack rent,” or, as he termed it, “ the upset price ” of the land, by about 5s. per acre in the 
best arable land, which he valued at 32s. per acre; about 3 j. in the worst of that species, 
which he valued at lOj. per acre; and about 25^. per cent, in the intermediate soils. The 
result at which he arrived by this process, in valuing the particular farm selected by him, and 
his principal seems to have been the same, for both valued it at 27s. per acre. 11|| 

In the application of his standard of value, however, after they separated, Mr. Kavanagh 
thought that he had gone on somewhat a higher scale than Mr. Fisher in four Electoral 
Divisions, and informed the Board of his opinion. The reduction, however, of L. or I5d. in 


* The population of the county of Londonderry, including the city, according to the census of 1831, is 
222,012, and the entire surface of it, according to the Board of Trade Tables Appendix, is 508,267,226 acres, 
according to Griffith’s valuation. ’The Union contains, according to the census of 1831, 41,031 in popula- 
tion, and 150,623 statute acres in surface. — Report of Poor Law Commissioners for 1841, Appendix, 
t Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. X Ibid. § Evidence of Mr. Fisher, Appendix. 

II Extracts from Minute-book. ^ Ibid. Ibid. 'M' Ibid. 

J:$ Evidence of Mr. Fisher, Appendix. Evidence of Mr. Kavanagh, Appendix. 

{|i| Evidence of Mr. Kavanagh, Appendix. 
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ihe pound, which they afterwards agreed upon, brought those four divisions to a level with Newtown 

the rest ; * that standard was applied indiscriminately to large and .small farms, notwilhstand- Li mava dy. 

ing the letting value of the latter had been raised proportionally more than that of the former, 

by the greater competition for that class of tenements in that distiict. In cases, however, 

where in consequence of the occupiers of small tenements having an opportunity of obtaining farms valuedalike. 

some other employment than the cultivation of the land, they were enabled to pay higher 

rents in proportion than the holders of larger farms, and live comfortably, the valuation of the 

land was raised by about 3c?. or 4rf. per acre.f 

The addition of the value of the house, of course, raised the acreable valuation of the land No disiinct estimate 
in the small holdings, although neither of the valuators formed a distinct estimate of the value fomed! 
of the house as such, but considered how much more the farm would be worth to a tenant 
with than without the house, and put down the difference in the field books as the value of the 
house. J 

The valuation of the two towns of Newton and Dungiven fell to the share of Mr. Kavanagh, Valuation ot houses in 
who in his valuation of the houses kept about 10/. or 15/. per cent, under the rents paid by ® ® 

the occupiers where they did not hold by lease, which he inquired of for that purpose, and in 
the valuation of town fields kept about 20/. per cent, under the market price.§ 

Nothing appears to have been done by the Valuation Committee appointed on the 
25th of November, and the valuation of 10 Electoral Divisions, half of which had been ^a"dians and ap- 
valued by Mr. Fisher, and the other half by Mr. Kavanagh, was submitted to the Board, proved of. 
and two of each referred to the examination of those guardians who were best acquainted with 
the locality. Those guardians compared the valuation of one or two townlands in each division, 
and reported to the Board that they were done on a fair relative scale. || 

When, however, the entire valuation was completed, an impression seems to have prevailed 
that Mr. Kavanagh’s portion of the Union had been valued upon a higher scale than Mr. valuation^ ^ 
Fisher’s, and a Committee of 12 guardians was appointed on the 21st of December, 1840, to 
examine the valuations of both, and ascertain if they had been effected upon the same 
scale.^ V , . 

The Committee considered that Kavanagh’s valuation was higher in proportion than ^^liderfd higW 
Fisher’s, and they referred it to Fisher to look over Kavanagh’s books, he then went on one or t^an Fisher's^ 
two of the townlands valued by Kavanagh, and Kavanagh upon the same number of those Reduction of Kava- 
valued by him, and upon a comparison, both agreed that there had been a departure from the »agh’s 
common scale on Kavanagh’s part, and both agreed on reducing Kavanagh’s valuation by ^ uman 

about Is. in the pound, in order to bring it to a level with Fisher’s.** 

In the Appendix will be found a comparison of Griffith’s valuation with the Poor Law i>o*^Law°valuation 
valuation, as it stands in the books given into the guardians, and the general result appears with Cfiiffith’s valua- 
to be that the latter exceeds the former by about 27i percent. The amount oi Griffith’s tiun. 
valuation of 18 divisions, is 50,232/. IL?., that of the Poor Law valuation, 65,392/. T2s. lit/. 

In order to institute a more exact comparison between the two, I procured the rough field- 
books of Mr. Fisher, containing the entries of the value of the houses, and deducted the amount 
of the values of all houses under 5/. from the entire valuation, and on comparing the Poor 
Law valuation thus reduced with Griffith’s, it will be seen that the former still exceeds the 
latter by about 12 per cent. Even after making this deduction there are still some subjects 
such as turf bogs, woods, and open niines included in the former, which are excluded from the 
latter, but in the rural districts the houses under 5/. constitute the principal difference between 
the two, and the deduction of those makes the comparison sufficiently accurate for all prac- 
tical purposes. 

The great majority of the persons now entitled to vote (357 out of the 370 traced by rue) 
are tenants of the Marquis of Waterford, and Mr. Given, the under agent of his Lordship, 
from his local knowledge and acquaintance with Lord Waterford’s tenantry, corrected some 
errors which in the comparison of the electoral list with the rate-book, without his assistance, 
it -would have been impossible for a stranger fo have avoided, and in so'me cases where the 
elector was rated at a small amount, he showed from the rate-book that the man was rated in 
some other townland for a distinct tenement, which probably constituted part of his qualifica- 
tion. In this Union the valuation was still in the field-books, and all the tenements occupied 
by the same person in the same Electoral Division, had not been brought together as they will 
be when the valuation is copied into the rate-book, so that there was more probability of error 
than in Unions where the valuation is more advanced. The cases in which corrections of 
that kind were made did not amount to more than six altogether. 

Mr. Given did not think it consistent with his duty to his principal to state the rents paid by 
those electors who hold under the Marquis of Waterford, so that I could not ascertain their 
rents, but I obtained from the agent of the Fishmongers’ Company, Mr. Sampson, the rents 
paid by 84 tenants ofthe Company who had registered in 1832, and since allowed their regis- 
tries to expire, not as it was stated to me, from having lost their qualifications, but from the 
inability of the party which they were disposed to support to contend with that which returns 
the present members for the county. 

The total number of 10/. electors, whose tenements are situate within this Union, and whose 
separate rating could he ascertained, is 235, and of those 


* Evidence of Mr. Kavanagli, Appendix. 'I- Evidence of Mr. Fisher, Appendix. 

t Evidence of Mr. Fisher, and evidence of Mr. Kavanagh, Appendix. 

^ Evidence of Mr. Kavanagh, Appendix. II Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

^ Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. ** Evidence of Mr. Fisher, Apmn^ix. 
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2 are rated under bl. 

15 at and over 5^. and not lOi^. 

51 at and over 10/. and not 15/. 

47 at and over 15/. and not 20/. 

146 at and over 20/. and not 30/. 

85 at and over 30/., and 15 are rated jointly. 

Of those, 103 were registered in 1832 ; but of that number only 52 were original registries 
of that year, the rest had been registered under the 10th Geo. IV., and re-registered under 
the Reform Act, and were distinguished as such in the list of the clerk of the peace. 

The rating of those registered under the 10th Geo. IV., is — 

0 under 5/. 

1 over 5/. and not 10/. 

15 at and over 10/. and not 15/. 

17 at and over 15/. and not 20/. 

34 at and over 20/. and not 30/. 

32 at and over 30/. 

The rating of those who registered for the first time in 1832, and since re-registered. 
Three were rated jointly for 42/., and one rated with another person for 23/. 10s. 

0 under 5/. 

2 at and over 5/. and not 10/. 

8 at and over 10/. and not 15/. 

5 at and over 15/. and not 20/. 

26 at and over 20/. and not 30/. 

10 at and over 30/. 

I also ascertained the rating of eighty-four 10/. electors, registered in 1832, who had not 
since renewed their registries ; and their rating is as follows : — 

0 under 51. 

3 at and over 5/. and not 10/. 

22 at and over 10/. and not 15/. 

17 at and over 15/. and not 20/. 

1 5 at and over 20/. and not 30/. 

29 at and over 30/. 

Of those eighty-four, 51 are original registries of 1832 ; the remainder were originally 
registered under the 10th Geo. iV. ; and the rating of those registered under the 10th 
Geo. IV. is as follows : — 

0 under 51. 

0 under 10/. 

2 at and over 10/. and not 1.5/. 

2 at and over 15/. and not 20/. 

7 at and over 20/. and not 30/. 

20 at and over 30/. 

The rents paid by those 84 are as follows : — 

0 under 51. 

4 at and over 51. and not 10/. 

24 at and over 10/. and not 15/. 

17 at and over 15/. and not 20/. 

14 at and over 20/. and not 30/. 

25 at and over 30/. 

In 13 instances out of the 84 the rent was higher than the rating ; and of the 71, in which 
the rating exceeded the rent, there were only 3 in which the excess amounted to 10/.; 11 in 
which it amounted to 51 . ; 34 in which it amounted to 2/., and 50 in which it amounted 
to 11. 

The proportion of the rent to the rating of 31 of those who had, as has been stated, 
registered originally under the 10th Geo. IV. is as follows. In two instances the rating is 10/. 
over the rent ; in two instances it is 51. over the rent ; in nine instances 21. ; in four instances 
1/. ; in nine instances it is less than 1/. over the rent; and in nine instances the rating is equal 
to or under the rent. 

The total amount of acreage, valuation, and rent, of those whose rents have been ascertained 
is — 5,060a. 3b. I8p. (statute measure) ; valuation, 2,604/. 4r.; rent, 2,437/. 5s. 8c/. 

The number of 10/. electors who would be disfranchised, if a rating of 10/. were adopted, 
as the qualification, is : — 

20 by a rating of 9/. 

9 by a rating of 8/. 

6 by a rating of 71. 

3 by a rating of 6/. 

2 by a rating of 51. 

The total amount of acreage of the 10/. electors at present entitled to vote, is 20,104a. 

2 R. 7 P., and the total amount at which they are valued is 8,909/. 2s. 2d., giving an average 
of nearly 54 acres to each elector. A table, classifying the tenements of the 10/. electors, 
according to the amount of their acreage, will be found at foot. At foot will be found a table 
showing the number of 10/. electors in each division of the Union, with the contents and 


Newtown 

Limavady. 

Ratiog of 10/. electors 
of 183'2 who hove 
re-registeied. 
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population of each, and the amount of its valuation, showing that, on an average, there is one 
lO/. elector for every 110 persons, very unequally distributed through the Union. Two 
divisions, not valued at the period of my visit, are not included in this calculation. 

The proportion of the rents to the valuation, seems to be, that the rents on Lord Waterford’s 
estate, (which is let as low, or lower than any other estate in the Union,) exceed it in general 
by the amount at which the farm houses are valued ; and that the rents charged by smaller 
proprietors who allow their tenants a considerable interest in the land are nearly equal ; and 
that wherever advantage is taken of the competition for land to raise the rents above that 
scale, the rent is higher than the valuation. 

Although no political objection to the granting of leases exists in that district, but on the 
contrary the landlords are anxious that their tenants should register, (Lord Waterford in 
particular consolidating small farms,) and reducing the rents for the purpose, yet the practice 
of letting by lease, is decreasing. Old leases expire, and no new leases are granted. As to 
the number of existing leases the opinion of those whom 1 examined was, that considerably 
more than one half of the tenements in the rural part of the Union were not held by 
lease, and that in the town of Newton, not one in four was held by lease. 

There are no data, however, upon which to found a calculation which could be regarded, 
even as an approximation to the truth. 

(Signed) Rickaed Deasy. 

Inquiry held at Newtown Limavady, 

March 19,20, and 22, 1841. 

Classification of Tenements of £10 Electors, according to the amount of their acres. 






15 acres, 




Umler 5 





and 



10 acres. 

15 acres. 

20 acres. 

30 acres. 

upwards. 

Terkeernan . 

1 

9 

10 

15 

G6 
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Number of £10 Electors in the Newtown Limavady Union. 


Electoral Divisions, 

Statute Acres. 

No. of 
Popnlaiioii. 

Amount of 
Net Value, per 
Rate Book. 

Number 
of £10 
Electors. 

Newtown Limavady . 

2,120 

0 


3,610 

£. S. 

7,123 4 

d. 

5 

10 

Fruithill .... 

6,447 

0 


2,669 

5,772 1 

0 

28 

Keady .... 

7,531 

0 


1,048 

2,408 10 

9 

58 


8,221 



1,875 

3,297 10 


102 


9,057 

0 

0 

2,135 

3,814 19 

11 

93 

Straw .... 

6,618 

0 


1,930 

2,600 5 

6 

6 


9,628 

0 


2,601 

2,482 15 

10 

1 


6,875 



2,941 

Valuation of those two 

Glenshane 

16,777 


0 

1,704 

Divisions not completed. 

Owenreagh . 

15,304 

0 


1,615 

1,846 0 

6 

0 

Feeny .... 

6,638 



1,802 





7,705 


0 

1,992 

2,438 14 


0 

Faughanvale . . . 

8,743 


0 

2,575 

3,650 16 

0 

1 

Ballykelly . . . 

7,831 


0 

2,235 

3,738 5 


7 

The Highlands . 

5,902 

0 


2,714 



o 

Mvroe .... 

4,194 

0 


1,919 

5,070 13 


0 


8,039 



2,102 

4,201 18 


60 

Beliarena. . . . 

5,547 

0 


1,900 

2,691 12 

0 

0 

Benone .... 

7,446 

0 


1,634 

2,189 12 


1 

Total . . 

150,623 



41,031 



370 


Newtown 

Limavady. 
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Londonderry. 

Population and ex- 
tent of Union. 

See Report of Poor 
LawCommissioneis 
for 1839. 


Appoinment of 
Valuation Commit- 
tee. 


Appointment and 
qualification of 
Valuators. 


Documents fur- 
nished. 


Experimental valu- 
ation of seven 
townlands.' 


New valuation 
resolved on. 


LONDONDERRY UNION. 


REPORT 

The Union of Londonderry contains besides the city and suburbs, the population of which 
appears by the census of 1831 to be 13,700, a district of the county of Derry, containing 
83,321 statute acres, and a population of 33,729; and a district of the county of Donegal, 
which contains 55,878 statute acres, and a population of 18,577. 

Thus the Union contains nearly one-fiftli of the entire population of the county and city of 
Londonderry,* and nearly one-seventh of the surface of that county, while nearly one-sixteenth 
of the population, and one-twentieth of the surface of Donegal, are included within its limits. 
The Union was declared on the 17th of January, 1839; and the Board, which is composed 
of 27 elected and 9 ex-officio guardians, according to the usual routine, appointed a Valuation 
Committee upon the 8th of April, 1839, and on the 1st of July, 1839, adopted the Report 
submitted by that Committee for their sanction. 

The course of proceeding recommended by the Committee, and thus sanctioned by the 
Board, was to adopt the Government valuation (which has been some time completed in 
both Londonderry and Donegal), as the basis of the Poor Law valuation, to ascertain by a 
new valuation of one townland in each electoral division, how much below the letting value 
of the property included in it that valuation was, and adding to it the amount which it should 
thus be found beneath that value, together with the amount of all property subject to the 
poor-rate not included in it, and then to distribute the amount so ascertained upon each 
tenementj 

In recommending and .adopting this course, the Committee and the Board were influenced 
by a desire to avoid the expenses of an entirely new valuation, which they thought might in 
this manner be dispensed with, and not by any sense that the latter would be inferior.§ 

Upon the 8th of July, 1839, the Board authoiized the Committee to issue advertisements 
for competent persons to value at least six townlands within the Union, in order to afford data 
for calculating the increase which should be put on the Government valuation to raise it to 
the standard of the Poor Relief Act, and that upon that basis should be founded the new 
valuation of the Union. || 

Advertisements were accordingly issued, and tenders received, which were opened on the 
20th of July, 1839, when Messrs. John Lithgow and Wm. Thompson (whose tender was 
the lowest), were unanimously elected valuators. Their appointment appears not to have 
been owing to the lowness of their tender exclusively,^ though doubtless that had its weight 
in the minds of the guardians. Both had been engaged in valuing under the Tithe Com- 
position Act, and one (Mr. Lithgow) was a valuator by profession, and had a permanent 
employment in that capacity upon the estate of the Marquis of Donegal.** 

The maps of the ordnance survey with the lines denoting the qualities of the different soils, 
and the field books corresponding with them, were, by the direction of the Board, furnished 
to the valuators as a guide in the performance of their work, to which the Valuation Com- 
mittee by their second report, adopted by the Board upon the 2nd of August, 1839, recom- 
mended that lists of occupiers from the tithe appointments, and such information as could be 
procured from the landlords in pursuance of a circular addressed to them for the purpose of 
procuring their assistance, should be added.ff 

The Committee upon the 10th of August, 1839, selected a number of townlands within 
the Union, out of which the valuators again selected seven for the purpose of forming their 
experimental valuation. Those seven townlands were accordingly valued, and the result of 
the experiment proved that it was hopeless to attempt to fix any definite per centage by which 
to raise the Government valuation to the standard prescribed by the Poor Law. In their 
valuation of those seven townlands, Messrs. Lithgow and Thompson exceeded the Government 
valuation by amounts varying from 7J to 26 per cent., and the Board thereupon declined to 
fix any per centage of increase. 

An entirely new and independent valuation of the Union was then commenced, differing 
however from the course taken in other Unions in this respect, that there was no valuation of 
each separate tenement in the rural districts, but the entire townland was valued at a gross 
sum, and that sum distributed, either according to the applotmeiit of the county cess, or 


* The county of Londonderry, including the city, contains a population of 222,012, and 508,267 acres, 
2 roods, 26 perches of land. 

The county of Donegal contains a population of 289,149, and 1,170,335 acres, 2 roods, 31 perches of 
waste land, according lo Griffith's Valuation. 

+ Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

X Report of Valuation Committee, extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

^ Report of Valuation Committee, extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

II Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

Evidence of Sir R. A. Ferguson, Appendix. 

** Evidence of Valuators, Appendix. 

+•!' Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 
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according to the sub-division made by the occupiers themselves, when they could agree upon . londonderry. 
a satisfactory distribution.'*' 

The two valuators proceeded together in their work, commencing with the city. In that of proceeding 

they had the advantage of two pre-existing valuations, namely, one for the levy of the county with valuation, 
cess, effected half-yearly by applotters, chosen by the cess payers, the other for the levy of the 
police tax, effected every year by valuators appointed by the Police Committee, who are 
themselves elected by the occupiers of all houses subject to the police tax, that is all houses 
valued at and over 10^. Of both these valuations, but particularly of the latter, the 
valuators availed themselves freely, without however hesitating to differ from them when- 
ever an inspection, which they stated to be closer than that made by the persons who 
formed either of the other two valuations gave them reason to form a different estimate of the 
value.f 

No measurement of the houses however took place, nor were they influenced by the age of of valuing 
the house, or by anything but by its appearance, and their own opinion of what it would let iiouses in the city, 
for. The “ rack-rent,” however, they disclaimed as a test of value, and their valuation is Evidence of Valua- 
considered lower than either the police or county valuations, though the difference between it tors, Appendix, 
and either of the latter is but trifling. 

When the vahiation of the city and the three adjoining divisions (the Waterside and the 
Upper and Lower Liberties) were complete, they were submitted to the inspection of 
the rate-payers, and objections received by the Valuation Committee; only seven objections 
liowever were made, which were heard by Committee and referred back to the valuators 
for re-consideration. J The plan of submitting the valuation of each division separately 
to the rate-payers was then abandoned, and one general inspection of the entire resolved 
upon. § 

In their valuation of the rural districts the valuators in lilie manner proceeded together, 
and using the ordnance maps as their guide in ascertaining the quality of the soil, though 
without hesitating to differ from them whenever a mere inspection of the land induced them 
to form a different estimate of its capabilities from that contained in the ordnance survey, they 
valued each townland at what they considered a “ fair rent.” || 

Their estimate of what is a “■ fair rent ” for land could only be ascertained indirectly, viz., 
by ascertaining what benefit they thought a tenant ought to derive from occupying and 
cultivating it. That benefit should, in their opinion, extend to an abundant^ supply of 
comfortable food, according to the diet in general use among the peasantry in that part 
of the country, and every other requisite for the maintenance of life, of course in the same 
proportion. _ . 

Fixed standard of value they had none, beyond their own estimate of a fair rent and their 
repudiation of the rack-rent as a test of value. 

In their valuation of the land they allowed for the existence on each farm of a house Houses in the coun 
sufficiently good for the residence of a working farmer, and only increased the value of the try, how valued, 
land in those cases where the house was of a better description, conceiving that they were 
to consider the letting value of both land and house taken together, and not to put a separate 
valuation on each when occupied conjointly. This never appears to have been concurred in 
by the Board, for on an objection made by the agent of Mr. Alexander to the valuation of a 
part of that gentleman’s estate, it was reduced to what appears to be the letting value of both 
land and houses. ^ 

In filling up the columns of the rate-book in the city, the valuators adopted a scale fur- Mode of filling 
nished them by the Board, and which will be found among the extracts from the proceedings columns of rate- 
of the Committee.— (Appendix.) _ . . hook in the city. 

An apprehension was entertained that the placing the allowance for repairs and insurance possible injurious 
in the tenant’s column instead of the landlords might have an injurious effect upon the rights effect of that in the 
of the occupiers of houses valued at 9^. or thereabouts, which were held by lease. The municipal franchise 
subject was brought under the notice of the Board by Sir R. A. Ferguson, the chairman, and obviated, 
the Board resolved to hear objections from those who might consider themselves injured by 
the course adopted.** 

Very few objections on that ground were made, and this appears to have been the only 
occasion in which the effect of the valuation upon the municipal franchise in any degree in- 
fluenced the proceedings respecting it, and the resolution adopted seems fair and impartial. 

When the entire valuation was completed, the objections made by the rate-payers were 
brought before the Board, evidence was heard respecting each case, and each objection 
decided according to its merits. The only general alteration was a reduction of 25 per 
cent, upon the valuation of flour and flax mills and distilleries, as an equivalent for the 
valuators having included the value of the moveable machinery in the valuation of those 
establishments.! f 

In the Appendix will be found a comparison of the Poor Law valuation with Griffith’s 
Valuation, and it will be seen W that, that the former exceeds the latter by nearly ISJ per 
cent. The amount of the Poor iaw valuation exclusive of the city and liberties, is 75,73U. 

5^d., that of Griffith’s is 65,88H. 1^. 2>d. 

In the same Appendix will be found a comparison of the two valuations, deducting from the 


* Evidence of Valuators, Appendix. 'I' Evidence of Valuators, Appendix. 

X Extracts from minutes of Committee, Appendix. <5 Evidence of Sir R. A. Ferguson, Appendix. 

II Evidence of Valuators, Appendix. ^ Evidence of Valuators, Appendix. 

** Evidence of Valuators, Appendix; and extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 

t'i’ Evidence of Sir R. A. Ferguson, Appendix ; and extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. 
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former the amount of the values of all houses in the rural divisions, rated at sums under 5L 
which I obtained from the Valuators’ Field Books. The amount of the Poor Law valuation 
thus reduced is 74,936L \s. 4rf. The system adopted here in valuing houses in the country, 
renders this comparison uncertain, because the valuators did not put down the entire value of 
the house, but only the amount by which it exceeded the value of a house proportioned to the 
farm on which it stood. 

The Appendix also contains a comparison of Griffith’s valuation with the Poor Law valua- 
tion deducting the value of the houses from both, and the latter exceeds the former by nearly 
. In the opinion of Sir R. A. Ferguson, the chairman of the Board, the valuation of 
this Union fuUy comes up to the letting value of the land, but the particular instance of com- 
parison which he very candidly adduced, seems to indicate a contrary conclusion. In one an 
estate recently let on lease, was valued between six and seven per cent, under the rent paid ; 
and the valuation of the other was in like manner below the rent paid for it although it was 
let on lease, and the leases were at a premium.* 

The number of persons appearing on the list of the clerk of the peace, registered for the 
city of Londonderry as householders, between the years 1832 and 1841, both exclusive, is 
546, and of this number I was' able to trace 345 in the rate-book. The reason why the 
number traced bears so small a proportion to the number on the list of the clerk of the peace, 
is that considerable numbers of the constituency of a city change their residences every year 
and registering out of their new residence, appear twice and sometimes three or four times 
over in that list, while of course they only appear once in the rate-book. 

The rating of the householders in the city is as follows : — 

9 are rated under 5f. 

36 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

94 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

54 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

64 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

88 at and over 30/. 

Of those 345 householders, 94 appear to have re-registered in 1840, out of the same 
premises wherein they had registered out of in 1832, and those tenements are rated thus 

2 under 5/. 

13 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

23 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

10 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

16 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

30 at and over 30/. 

Only 85 of the 10/. electors of the county of Londonderry, appear to derive their qualifica ' 
tions from tenements situate within this Union, and these tenements are rated as follows 
4 under 51. 

7 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

12 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

7 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

20 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

35 at and over 30/. 

Of the preceding 85, sixty are re-registered. In addition to those, I ascertained the rating 
of the tenements of 92 persons who had registered a 10/. franchise, out of them, in 1832, and 
had not since renewed them, the result of which is as follows : — 

2 under 51. 

10 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

14 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

18 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

22 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

86 at and over 30/. 

The rents of 46 of the present 10/. electors of the county of Londonderry, and of 37 of the 
10/. electors of that county, registered in 1832, who have not since renewed their registries 
will be found in the Appendix. The result of the comparison of those rents with th^ rating 
is, that out of the 46 at present entitled to vote, the rating exceeds the rent by 10/. in 37 
instances ; by 5/. in 42 instances ; by 2/. in 43 instances j and is equal to, or less than the 
rent, in 3 instances. 

Of the 37, whose registers have expired, the rating is 10/. over the rent in 12 instances ; 
51. over it in 21 instances; 2/. over it in 24 instances; 1/. over it in 26 instances; and is less 
than I/, over, equal to, or less than the rent, in 11 instances. 

All those persons are tenants of Mr. Leslie Alexander, and his agent Mr. Knox, who has 
furnished me with their rents, stated, that they held under leases granted 70 years since, and 
that the farms had^been since variously subdivided, and that the figures in the columns for rent, 
opposite each man’s name, representecl the proportion of the rent to which he was subject. 


Extracts from Minufe-book, Appendix; and Evidence of Sir R. A. Ferguson, Appendix. 
t Evidence of Sir K. A. Ferguson, Appendix. 
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Table, showing- the Number of £10 Electors in each of the Divisions of the Union of Londonderry. Londonderry. 


County of Londonderry. 


Rleetoral Divisions. 

Statute 

Population 
in 1831. 

TotaL 

Ardmore 

' 5,358 

1,975 

10 

Banagher .... 

9,370 

2,435 

1 

Ballymullins .... 

8,737 

2,767 

11 

Bonds Glen .... 

6,980 

2,369 

0 

Clandy 

5,208 

2,202 

0 

Glendermot .... 

i 7,260 

3,188 

19 

Lough Enagh 

6,786 

2,648 

8 

Muff 

6,966 

2,910 

4 

Tamnaherin .... 

9,925 

3,094 

8 

Waterside .... 

4,144 

3,331 

20 

Upper Liberties . 

4,251 

1,824 

0 

Lower Liberties . 

7,589 

4,236 

2 

; Total . . . 

82,574 

32,979 

83 


1 m 398 


County of Donegal. 


Etectuial Divisions. 

statute 

Population 
in 1831. 

Total. 

Kilderry 

7,604 

2,475 

0 

Three Trees .... 

6,993 

1,275 

2 

Birdstown .... 

5,927 

1,685 

0 

Fahaii 

6,986 

2,684 

0 

Inch Island .... 

3,099 

1,068 

0 

Burt 

7,873 

2,508 

19 

Newtown Cunningham . 

4,933 

1,850 

6 

Castle Forward . 

4,882 

2,258 

7 

Killea 

7,561 

2,974 

18 

Total . . 

55,858 

18,777 

52 


lto*369. j 


The total amount of the acreage, valuation, and rents, in said cases of the electors at 
present entitled to vote, in whose rents have been ascertained, is 


Contents in statute n 


2,045 1 16 


£. j. d. 
1,576 0 llj 


Rent. 

£. j. d. 
609 5 1 


The amount of the acreage, valuation, and rent, of the lOL electors of 1832, is ; 
follows : — 


Contents in statute measure. 
A. E. P. 

1,192 0 1 


Valuation. 
£. s. d. 

798 19 li 


Rent. 

£. j. d. 
391 9 1 


The entire amount of the acreage of the 10^. electors at present entitled to vote in the 
county of Londonderry, is 4,230a. or. 4p., and their valuation is 2,635/. \2s. 9|c/., giving an 
average of nearly 60 acres to each elector. The amount of the acreage of the present 10/. 
electors of Donegal, 3,490a. 2r. 16p., the amount of their valuation is 2,275/. 7s. 6id., 
giving an average of nearly 67 acres to each elector. A table will be found annexed, classi- 
fying those according to the contents of their holdings, and also tables showing the number of 
electors in the city and county of Derry respectively, who rated undei- 10/., and every inter- 
mediate integer down to and including 5/. 

Another table is annexed, showing area and population of each of the rural divisions of the 
Union, with the number of 10/. electors at present entitled to vote in each, and the average 
IS one 10/. elector to every 398 persons in Derry, and one to 369 in Donegal. 

The total number of the 10/. electors of Donegal, whose tenements I have ascertained the Ratings of Donegal 
rating of, is 56, which is M follows {eid'^inSYsM!'' 

0 under 5/. 

1 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

3 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

3 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

7 at and over 20/. and under 30/, 

42 at and over 30/. 

2 A 
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Londonderry. 

Ratings of Donegal 
10/. electors (1832). 


The rating of 122 lOf. electors, originally registered in 1832, and who have not since re- 
registered, I have also ascertained, and it is as follows 

1 under 5/. 

7 at and over 5/. and under 10/. 

3 at and over lOL and under 15/. 

22 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

16 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

73 at and over 30/. 


Number of existing 
leases. 


Disinclination to 
grant any. 


The proportion of existing leases I could not obtain any better guide to, than the opinion 
of those whom 1 examined, the result of which is, that about one half of the farms in the 
Union are held by lease. 

The number, whatever it is, appears likely to decrease, for the prevalent disposition of the 
landed proprietors is, not to grant a lease, although no political objection to the granting of 
them appears to exist. 

(Signed) Rickard Deasy. 

Inquiry held at Londonderry, March 23, 24, 25, and 26, 1841. 


Ci-As.siPiCATioN of the present £10 Electors, according to the amount of their Acreage. 
County of Derry. 



Total Number wlrose 
Rating was 
ascertaineil. 

Under £10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

345 

45 

30 

2fi 

23 

13 

9 

Similar 

Table as to the present £10 Electors of Londonderry (County) 


Total Number whose 
Rating was 
ascertained. 

Under £10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

82 

9 

8 

8 

6 

4 

3 

Similar Table 

as to the present £l0 Electors of Donegal. 


Total Number whose 
Ruling was 

Under £10. 

1 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

57 

3 

2 

2 

2 


0 
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■Classification of Tenements of present £10 Electors of the County of Londonderry, according to the Londonderry. 

Amount of their Acres. 



Similar Table as to the present £l0 Electors of Donegal. 



2 A2 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


COLERAINE UNION. 


Appointment of 

Valuators. 

Theirqualificatio 


REPORT. 

Coleraine. Thk Union of Coleraine contains a population, according to the census of 1831, of 50,940, 
j, , T and extends over a surface of 1 12,176 statute acres. It is divided into 20 Electoral Divisions, 
tion^of t^ Union which 14, containing a population of 35,074, and extending over 79,781 statute acres, lie 
entirely in the county of Londonderry ; and three divisions, containing a population of 7,565, 
and extending over 16,341 statute acres, lie entirely in the county of Antrim; and three 
divisions, containing a population of 8,301, and extending over 16,764 statute acres, lie in 
Londonderry and Antrim. The number of elected guardians is 27, and of ex-ofEcio 
guardians 9.* 

6th Report of the Thus, nearly one-sixth in population, and one-sixth in extent of the county of Londonderry, 
sionLs”for including the borough of Coleraine, is included within the Union. 

Appendix C. No. 2 . Board of Guardians, at their first meeting, held on the 4th January, 1840, resolved to 

New valuation re- effect a new valuation of the Union, and after having issued the usual advertisement for 
solved on. valuators, Messrs. Alexander Cathcart and James Arthur were appointed valuators on the 

1st. of February.! 

Of tlie two valuators thus appointed, Mr. Cathcart was a farmer previously, unexpenenced 
in the valuation of land, but his colleague, Mr. Arthur, was a surveyor and valuator by pro- 
fession, and had valued land for private proprietors, as well as under the Tithe Composition 
Act.J 

No instructions were given by the Board, but they were furnished with the Poor Law Com- 
missioners’ circulars on Valuation and Rating, and the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. 
Clements, explained those circulars to them, as prescribing the fair letting value, what a 
solvent tenant could afford to pay, not a rack-rent,” as the standard of value to Ije adopted by 
them.§ 

The Ordnance maps with the accompanying field-books, Griffith’s valuation, tlie tithe 
applotments, and in two or three instances the rentals were iurnished to them as an assistance 
in their labours. || 

The tithe applotments, corrected by the local knowledge of some person selected in each 
parish, so as to bring them down to the present time, supplied the acreable contents of each 
holding. In consequence, however, of a direction from Mr. Clements, to make their estimate 
of the contents of each townland correspond with the statement of the quantities in Griffith's 
valuation, and the impossibility of effecting that in any other manner, they were obliged to 
applet the amount by which Griffith’s quantities exceeded theirs proportionally upon every 
tenement.^ 

The qualities of the soil they did not take from Griffith’s Survey, but formed an estimate 
of their own upon a personal inspection of each farm, without, however, digging any portion of 
it, which the shortness of the time did not allow them to do, but putting a distinct value upon 
each different quality of soil.** 

Their standard of value was the rent that a solvent tenant could reasonably afford to pay, 
and for the purpose of assisting them in forming that estimate, they valued first the lands in 
their own neighbourhood with which they were well acquainted, and used as a guide in their 
valuation the rents paid for those lands by tenants who they knew were able to paythem 
regularly, and derive a comfortable subsistance from the produce of the soil, having comfort- 
able diet, clothing, and the means of giving a good education to their children, being able to 
ride to market, and some to lay by money. ff 

The rents paid by tenants who are obliged to live in an inferior manner in order to pay 
them, they did not consider a fair criterion of letting value, and therefore refused to be guided 
by the rents, except where they coincided with their own notions of what was reasonable.^ 

This standard they applied to large and small farms indiscriminately, except where"*^there 
tbe existed on one of the latter, a house proportionably better, in which case they raised the value 
of the farm slightly, because of the house.§§ 

No separate estimate was made by them of the value of the houses, but where the house 
appeared better than what would be requisite for the farm on which it stood, they raised the 
valuation of the farm on that account, without, however, having, as far as I could ascertain, 
any fixed scale for regulating the amount which they were thus to charge.l||[ 

The mountain pasture, of ivhich there are, according to the evidence of one of the valuators, 
(Mr. Arthur,) nearly 10,000 acres in the Union, they valued by calculating the number of 
cattle which it would feed, and the amount per head that would be paid for the grazing of 
each, and applying two-thirds of that amount as a reasonable rent.![![ 


Standard of value 
adopted by them. 


J^aree and sm; 
farms valued o 
same scale. 


* The total population of Londonderry, including' the City, is 222,012, and the total surface is 508,267 
statute acres, 2 roods, 26 perches of land, according to Griffith’s valuation. 

■H Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix. % Evidence of A. Cathcart, Appendix. 

5 Evidence of James Arthur, Appendix. j| Evidence of Valuators, Appendix. 

f Evidence of A. Cathcart, Appendix. •* Evidence of A. Cathcart, Appendix. 

•t' Evidence of A. Cathcart, Appendix ; and Evidence of James Arthur, Appendix. 

Jtf. Evidence of A. Cathcart, Appendix ; and Evidence of James Arthur, Appendix. 

Evidenceof A. Cathcart, Appendix. Hi] Evidence of A. Cathcart, Appendix. 

Evidence of James Arthur, Appendix. 
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In the towns, the principal of which is Coleraine, they ascertained the rents paid on recent 
lettings for some houses in each part of the town, so as to ascertain the letting value in the dif- 
ferent localities, and then measuring and inspecting the houses of which they had thus ascer- 
tained the letting value, they used them as a standard with which to compare the other houses, 
and finally deducted 20 per cent, from the letting value thus ascertained, in order to cover 
repairs and insurances. 

In the progress of their valuation of the Somerset division, (which was the first valued,) an 
impression prevailed among the members of the Board, that their scale of value was too low, 
and in order to correct that, a letter from Mr. Clements, the Assistant Commissioner, to the 
Clerk, was communicated to them by the Board. The purport of that letter was that they 
should not substitute their own ideas of what ought to be the rent of land for its actual letting 
value, and that as Mr. Griffith’s valuation was 25 per cent, below the letting value, their 
valuation ought, in general, to be that amount above it. 

No, change, ‘however, was made in their scale of value, or mode of valuation, in conse- 
quence of that letter, and from a comparison of the valuation of two Electoral Divisions, 
(Somerset and Aghnadowey), with Griffith’s valuation, adding one-third to the houses, and 
25 per cent, to ihe land (which will be found in the Appendix), it appears that Messrs. 
Cathcart and Arthur’s valuation varies from Mr. Griffith’s, thus increased, in a different 
degree in each townland, and the per centages of difference vary from 16 per cent, above it, 
to 30 per cent, below. The incomplete state in which the valuation was, at the time of my 
visit, rendered a more extended comparison with Griffith’s valuation impracticable. 

As the valuation of each division was completed, it was submitted in pursuance of a Reso- 
lution of the Board to that effect, to a Valuation Committee (consisting of seven members, 
and the guardians of each division, pending the discussion on its valuation), appointed on the 
28th March, 1840.* The valuation, when submitted to them, was read over in the presence 
of the guardian of the division to whom it was then given, in order that he should submit it to 
his constituents. Meetings of the ratepayers were held for the purpose, and objections 
received from each person, not only as to the valuation of his own tenement, but also as to the 
valuation of any others which he might consider too low. Those objections were then sub- 
mitted by the guardian to the Committee, and the valuators were directed to reconsider their 
valuation of the tenements objected to, without, however, the Committee controlling their dis- 
cretion. f At the time of my visit, the valuation of seven divisions had been approved of by 
the Committee, after the valuators had reconsidered their valuation of the tenements objected 
to, and the valuation of nine other divisions had been submitted to the Committee, and objec- 
tions raised by them, which were then undergoing the reconsideration of the valuators. 

The valuation of the division of Coleraine, including the borough, was not quite completed 
(wanting, however, merely the ascertainment of the quantities of some adjoining town parks), 
and had not been submitted to the Committee. 

I compared the list of persons who had registered for the borough as householders, with 
that valuation, and the names and valuation of 173 will be found in the Appendix. The 
general result is as follows : — 

17 under bl. 

54 at and over 51. and under 10^. 

25 at and over 10^. and under 15/. 

21 at and over 1 bl. and under 20/. 

31 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

32 at and over 30/. 


Of 134 10/. electors of the county of Londonderry, being all that could be traced in the 
valuation books, of 16 Electoral Divisions, 

5 are valued under bl. 

19 at and over bl. and under 10/. 

36 at and over 10/. and under J5/. 

16 at. and over 15/. and under 20/. 

22 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

36 at and over 30. 

The tenements of 102 10/. electors of 1832, who do not appear to have re-registered, were 
valued as follows : — 

3 under 5/. 

4 at and over bl. and under 10/. 

15 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

17 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

28 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

33 at and over 30/. 


Of the 134 10/. electors at present entitled to vote, 69 were registered originally in 1832, 
and since re-registered, and they are rated as follows : — 


* Evidence ofVflluators, Appendix. "t Evidence of Mr. Orr, Appendix. 


Coleraine. 

Houses in towns 
how valued. 


Impression that 
their scale of value 
was too low. 

Letter of Mr. Cle- 
ments, A. P. L. C. 
in consequence. 

See letter of Mr. 
Clements in the 
Appendix. 

No chanste made in 
consequence. 
Comparison of 
valuation of two 
Divisions, with 
Griffith's. 


Valuation sub- 
mitted to Valuation 
Committee. 

Proceeclingis of 
Valuation Com- 
mittee. 


Comparison of 
valuation with 
rents. 

Rating of borough 
electors. 


Rating of 10/. elec- 
tors of Londonderry 
now eniitled to vote. 


Rating of those re- 
gistered in 1832, 
and not renewed. 
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Coleraine. 

Katin^ of those re- 
gistered in 183:2, 
who have renewed. 


1 under 51. 

8 at and over 51. and under 10^. 
12 at and over 10^. and under 15/. 
10 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 
1 5 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 
23 at and over 30/. 


Rating of those re- Of the electors of 1832 who have not renewed their registries, 53 were registered originally 
gistered under the the 10th Geo. IV., and they are rated as follows: — 

lOIhGeo. 4. •' 

1 under 51. 

1 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

11 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

8 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

15 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

17 at and over 30/. 


The total amount of the acreage of the tenements of the present 10/. electors is 4961 
acres, 1 rood, 26 perches, statute measure, the total valuation is 3,093/. 4 j. Id., giving an 
average of nearly 37 acres to each elector. A classification of those tenements according to 
their extent will be found subjoined to this Report, and a statement of the number of both 
of the electors of the borough of Coleraine, and of the county of Londonderry, whose tene- 
ments are rated under 10/., and under each intermediate sum down to and including 51. A 
Table is also subjoined showing the number of 10/. electors in 15 Electoral Divisions of the 
Union, with the area and population of each, and the amount at which it is valued. In this 
Table are included fifteen 10/. electors of Antrim, and the average of the entire gives one 10/. 
elector to 552 persons. The incomplete state in which the valuation was, rendered it imprac- 
ticable for me to ascertain the entire number within the Union, or the gross valuation of each 
Electoral Division. 

The relation which the valuation bears to the letting value appears to be, that it is equal 
or nearly equal to the rents charged on- recent- lettings by those landlords who give their 
tenants such an interest in the land as enables them to have comfortable diet, appear respect- 
ably clad, ride a horse to market, give their children a good education, and occasionally save 
money, while it exceeds the rents charged by less liberal proprietors, in various proportions, 
according as the inclination or necessities of each proprietor may induce or compel him to. 
require a higher rent. In some instances the valuation is from one-third to one-fourth under 
the rents paid by tenants of small proprietors, but the diet of those tenants was stated by the 
valuators to be potatoes and buttermilk, and they did not consider the rents paid by persons 
who lived in that way a fair criterion of letting value. Those instances appear, however, to 
be exceptions, and in general the valuation nearly corresponds with, or is very littlcunder, the 
rents charged on recent lettings. The net value of the houses in the towns is 20 per cent, 
under the letting value, as that amount was deducted from the letting value, as an allowance 
for repairs and insurance. 

Number of ixistiug As to the number of existing leases, evidence is of course nothing more than opinion, but 
fhe result of it is, that in the county of Londonderry, in which the principal part of the Union 
lies, the majority of the farms are held from year to year,, and that majority appears likely to 
increase considerably. Several large estates belonging to some of the London companies 
Objeciion to grant- h^^ve lately fallen out of lease, and no new leases have been granted ; and although no political 
ing leases. reason exists, the system of not granting leases appears to be gaining ground among the 

landed proprietors of that district. 

Rickard Disasy. 

Inquiry held at Coleraine, March 27, 29, and 30, 1841. 


Boiiouoh of Coleraine. 

Table showing the Number of Registered Householders whose Tenements are rated under each of 
the undermentioned Amount. 


Total Numl)er whose Rating 
-was ascertained 

£10. 

£0. 

£8. 

£7. 

£6. 

£5. 

173 

70 

68 

54 

39 

30 

17 

Present j£lO Electors of the County of Londonderry. 

136 

24 

18 

18 

6 

6 

5 
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Coleraine Union. CoUtaine. 

Number of Electors in each Electoral Division, with the Area in Statute Acres, and the number of 
the Population in 1831. 


Electoral Divisions. 

Population in 
1831. 

Extent in 
Statute Acres. 

Valuation in 
Eate*Book. 

Number of Electors regis- 
tered from 1832 to 1840. 

Agivey .... 

2,509 

4,669 


6 

Articlane .... 

2,338 

5,591 


7 

Aghadowey . . . 

2,818 

6,005 


4 

Bovagh .... 

2,014 

4,180 


27 

Banbrook 

1,791 

4,406 


1 

Downhill .... 

1,677 

6,302 


1 

Glenken .... 

1,966 

7,680 


12 

Letterloan . 

1,922 

7,731 


13 

Somerset .... 

2,310 

5,645 


15 

Ringsend. 

1,039 

6,060 


3 

Knockantern . . . 

3,307 

6,865 


15 

Ballylagan 

2,062 

4,756 


11 

Portstewart . 

2,932 

4,343 


39 

Portrush .... 

2,549 

5,364 


10 

Beardiville 

2,357 

5,611 


5 


33,591 

85,208 


149" 


• This includes Fifteen £10 Electors of Antrim, 


Coleraine Union, Countv of Londonderry. — 1832. 



Under 5 

5 Acres 

10 Acres 

15 Acres 

20 Acres 

30 Acres 


Ac™. 

and not 10. 

and nut 10. 

and not 20. 

and not 30, 

and upwards. 

Coleraine .... 

1 

1 

4 

6 

15 

55 

North-east Liberties 







of Coleraine . 

3 

0 

4 

3 

6 

4 


4 

1 

8 

9 

21 

59 

Since 1832. 

Coleraine .... 

0 

1 

6 

14 

17 

54 

North-east Liberties . 

7 

2 

3 


8 

17 


7 

3 

9 

19 

25 

71 
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Armagh. 

Population unci exteii 
of Union. 


Appointment of Valu. 
atiun Committee. 
Report of Committee. 


Appointment of Va- 


Kesolutioii to uciopt 
Griffitli’a valuation. 


Qualification of 
Valuator. 


Diicumenli fiirnicihccl. 
Direction from Rcmvd 
to make new ulteia- 

Mode of proceeding 
with the valuation. 


Quality of Soil how 
ascertaiiieJ, 


Staiiclnrd of value 
adopted. 


“Reasonable Rent.” 


Sinali farms valued 
lower in pruporiioii 
than large. 


Vulualion of farm 
houses. 


Gentlemen’s houscis 
anil demesnes how 


Armagh City how 
valued. 


ARMAGH UNION. 


REPORT. 

The Union of Arma.g-h consists of 25 electoral divisions, 24 of which lie in the county 
of Armagh, and one (Caledon) in the county of Tyrone.* The entire surface of the Union 
is 154,281 statute acres; and its population according to the census of 1831, is 107,145, 
and deducting from these numbers the extent and population of the division of Caledon, there 
remain 146,531 acres, and 102,732 of the population of the county of Armagh, included 
in all its limits : that is, nearly one half of the population of the county including the city, 
and one half of the entire county, f 

The Board of Guardians consists of 37 elected and 12 ex-officio Guardians, and they on 
the 4th June, 1839, appointed a Committee of three guardians, to whom a fourth was after- 
wards added, to report respecting the valuation, who on the 9th July, reported that Griffith’s 
valuation offered the best basis for a valuation of property subject to poor rate, and that by 
adding one-third to the value of the houses, and one-fourth to the value of land, the fair letting 
value might be ascertained; and they recommended that a competent person should be ap- 
pointed to value all property not included in that valuation and applot the proper amount on 
each tenement.| 

The Board adopted the recommendation of the Committee, and after the usual advertise- 
ment, Mr. Morton was on the 20th August, 1839, appointed to carry that recommendation 
into effect; but at a subsequent meeting, the resolution respecting the addition of one-third 
to the houses, and one-fourth to the land was rescinded, and the valuator was directed to 
adhere to Mr. Gj-iffith’s valuation so far as it extended, and to value all property not included 
in it, upon the same principles, leaving it to the Board afterwards to decide whether any 
addition should he made.§ 

Mr. Morton had served eight years and a half upon the general survey of Ireland, (seven 
years as an apprentice, and a year and a-half after his apprenticeship,) hut had not been pre- 
vious to this appointment engaged in the valuation of land.[| 

He was furnished with the Ordnance maps, having the red lines marked on them, and with 
the accompanying field-books, and after he had proceeded for about a month in applotting 
Griffith’s valuation, the Board altered their system, and directed him to make an entirely 
new valuation of the Union on his own responsibility. He proceeded accordingly, visiting 
each farm, ascertaining the contents of it from the cess applotments, and comparing the 
Ordnance maps with the soil itself, and apportioning the different qualities of soil included in 
tlie spaces between the red lines on those maps among the different occupiers.^ 

In a few instances, however, after an examination of the soil and subsoil, he saw reason to 
differ from the actual estimate formed by the Ordnance surveyors, and in most he acted on his 
own j’udgment.** 

His estimate of the value was founded on a calculation made as a guide at the commence- 
ment. He allotved wages of labour to the farmer and his family, and added to that a foui'th 
or fifth of the amount of the produce of the land after deducting the expenses of raising it, 
as remuneration to the farmer, and the balance, after making those several deductions, con- 
stituted, according to his view, the net value of the farm.f f 

This formed what he considers a “reasonable rent,” and he therefore used it as a standard 
of value. 

In the application of it, however, he valued the smaller farms of 5 acres or thereabouts, 
proportionally lower than the farms of 20 acres, because the better class of farmers would not 
take the smaller farms at all; and, as the farm decreased, he made a deduction from the pro- 
portionate value of it.^j; 

Farm houses were valued separately by him according to his estimate of what they would 
let for if separated from the farm, and the amount of ilieir value was added to the value of 
the farm; but on small farms, where the buildings were out of proportion to the size of the 
farm, the necessary erections were not taken into account.§§ 

111 the valuation of large farm houses, and gentlemen's houses, Griffith’s valuation was 
adopted without adding the one-third which he has deducted for repairs. Demesnes were 
considered as pasture, and valued according to the price of milch cattle, and their proximity 
to market. 

Xn the valuation of the houses in Armagh, Griffith’s valuation was adopted, the one- 
third added, and 10/. per cent, deducted from the amount so asccertained, in order to bring 
it to a fair letting value. Seven and a-half per cent, was allowed for repairs and insurance.||]| 


* Sixth Report of Poor Law Commissinners, Appendix C, No. 2. 

t The population of the county and city of Armagh, according to the census of 1831, is 220,134. The 
surface of the county is 310,134a.. 3k. 12 p. according to Griffith’s Survey. 

J Extracts from Mimite-book, Appendix. ^ Extracts from Minute-book. Appendix. 

II Evidence of Mr. Morton, Appendix. ^ Evidence of Valuator, Appendix. 

** Evidence of Valuator, Appendix. ■!"(• Evidence ofValuator, Appendix. 

it Evidence of Valuator, Api'e.ndix. Evidence of Valuator, Appendix. 

nil Evidence of Valuator, Appendix. 
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The valuation of several divisions had been submitted by the valuator to the Committee, Armagh. 
but no proceeding appears to have been taken respecting them, and the valuation of only tite of 

three divisions, including the city of Armagh, had been coinpletely copied into the rate book ® ® ° 

at the period of our visit, and those divisions had been submitted to the inspection of the 
Board. Parts of the valuation of four other divisions had been also copied, and the valuation 
of the remainder of the Union was in various stages of progress, but not sufficiently advanced 
to enable us to avail ourselves of it. 

So far as the valuation has progressed, in the opinion of the valuator, it is equal in amount Comparison of valua- 
to the rents charged by Lord Chariemont, Lord Gosford, Sir Thomas Molyneux, and with tents. 
Colonel Close, and other proprietors who, like them, were stated to allow a considerable 
interest to their tenants, while it exceeds the rents charged by those proprietors whose circum- 
stances or inclination compel or induce them to reserve a large share of the produce of the 
soil to themselves. 

The total number of persons appearing by the list of the clerk of the peace to be registered 
for the city of Armagh as householders, whose rating we were enabled to ascertain is 554, of 
which the following is a summary: — 

39 under 51. 

206 at and over 51. and under lOZ. 

102 at and over lOL and under 15/. 

50 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

64 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

93 at and over 30/. 


The rating of 253 of the 10/. electors at present entitled to vote for the county of Armagh 
was also ascertained by us, and is as follows : — 

1 under 51. 

14 at and over 51. and under 1 0/. 

64 at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

53 at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

80 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

41 at and over 30/. 

Of these 163 were originally registered in 1832, and had since renewed their registries ; 
their rating is as follows : — 

0 ’under 51. 

10 at and over 51. and under 10/. 

41 ‘at and over 10/. and under 15/. 

SO at and over 15/. and under 20/. 

1 50 at and over 20/. and under 30/. 

32 at and over 30/. 


Of those who had registered as 10/. electors in 1832, and had not since renewed their 
registry, we ascertained the rating of 248, the result of which is as follows : — 

6 under 51. 

36 at and over 51. and rmder 10/. 

60 at and over 10/. and under 1.5/. 

39 at and over 15/. and under 20/. , 

69 at and over 20/. and under 33/. 

38 at and over 30/. 


In ] 04 instances we were able to ascertain the exact quantity of land comprised in the tene- 
ment out of which a 10/. franchise had been registered in 1832, and the rent paid for it. In 
40 of these the quantity of land for which the person was rated who had thus registered, 
differed so widely from the quantity out of which the franchise had been derived, as to pre- 
clude the possibility of a comparison between them. 

Of the remaining 64 cases the rent exceeds the rating; in 11 the rating is 10/. above 
the rent, in 5 it is 51. above it, in 13 it is 2/. above it, in 34 it is 1/. above it, in 45 less than 
1/., in 53 below 1/. Twenty-nine out of those 64 renewed their registries, and in 8 instances 
out of the 29 the rating was 10/. over the rent ; in 16 cases it was 51., in 20 it was 2/., in 22 
1/.; and in the remaining 7 cases the rating was either under or equal to the rent, or the 
excess does not exceed I/. The total amount of the valuation, acreage, and rent, in those 29 
cases is as follows ; — 


The total amount of the acreage of the 256 electors at present entitled to vote is 
5,558a.. 2n. 12p., and the total amount of their net value is 5,709/. 13j. Ilf/., giving an 
average of nearly 22 acres to each elector. 

2 B 
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Armagh. 


APPENDIX to REPORTS relaUve to the 

A table is also subjoined classifying those electors according to the amount of their acreage. 

The evidence of the valuator, so far as his opinion goes, shows that the majority of the 
tenements of this Union are not held by lease, and that the practice of letting from year to 
year is gradually gaining ground, although no political objection to the granting of leases 
exists. 

Subjoined will be found a Table showing the number of electors in the County and Borough 
respectively, the valuation of whose tenements has been ascertained, and is under 10^. 

County AaMAOH. 



Cx.AssmCATioN of the Tenements of the present £10 Electors of Armagh, according' to the Amount 
of their Acres. 



Inquiry held at Armagh, March 31, April i and 2 1841. 


Rickard Deasy, 
Henry O’Hara. 
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DUNGANNON UNION. 


REPORT. . 

The Union of Dungannon consists of 19 Electoral Divisions, lying within the county of Kf 

Tyrone. It extends over 160 square miles, contains a population of 102,474, and an area of 

66,075* statute acres ; the number of guardians is 34, of whom 8 are ex-offieio and 14 are 
elected. The Union was declared on the 20th July, 1839. , a • < , fo 

On the 29th August, 1839, a Committee, consisting of the chaii-man, three ex-officio and 
six elected guardians, was appointed to inquire and report as to existing surveys and existiui' Surveys. 

'"'^The Committee made a report, which was unanimously adopted by the Board on the 5th 

September, 1839, that the Government valuation might safely be taken as the basis on which That Griffith’s valu- 

to found the valuation, adding to it such property not found to be included in it as the law at»m - 

required to he rated ; and that advertisements should be published for a competent valuator unioo. 

to undertake the revision, correction, and completion of the same, so that each occupier s 

holding should he properly set forth as required by law. The Committee further reported 

that a valuation Committee should be appointed to superintend the progress or the valuation , appointed to superin- 

the Committee to act as a Committee of revision, and to dispose of objections and decide tend^progressoi'valu- 

which of them should be adjudicated upon by the Board.t ^ 

The usual advertisements for competent valuators having been published. Mr. Robert Wrlson 

was unanimously chosen the valuator ou the 26th September, 1839.J 

The Board did not intend that the valuator was to be hound to adopt Griffith s valuation as 
a basis for the valuations of the Union, nor did the Committee interfere with Mr. Wilson aitopiion of 

with respect to the principle of his valuation.§ . uj i 

Mr Wilson was a surveyor and valuator, and during the previous 10 years had surveyed Qualifications of 
the greater portion of the Union, the maps and surveys of which he had in h.s possession. 

The valuator appears to have valued the lands accordmg 10 what he considered the fan- g*""™ 
lettiiio- value to a solvent tenant, if the letting were made by any of the large landed pro- solvent tenant, oa 
nrietol's in the Union such as Lord Ranfiirly, Lord Powerscourt, Lord Charlemount, Lord lands are let by the 
Lledon. or Colonel Vernor. with the addition of a small snmfor the fatm.hoiises.| l.rs.kad.d prop,,- 

He considers a solvent tenant to be a man who supports himselt according to his condition ^he meaning of a 
out of the produce of the farm, pays the rent, taxes, and dues on the farm, and keeps the farm solvent tenant. 

in the state in which he got it, if he does not improve it. u- u • , c u • Comoeiition for land 

Informing his value 5 the land he paid no regard to the oompetd.on which exists for It m ““t*" “"'1 
this and other Unions, although at the fair letting value which he put on the laud the tenant 

would obtain from 1 Of. to Tdi. an acre purchase-money for his tenant right. T™„™l„„.v. t 

The nature of the tenant's tenure formed no ingredient m his estimate of value, but his r..™ .. 
valuation was such as a solvent tenant would pay as rent to the head landlord, not to a the rent payable fo 
middle man the head landlord. 

In valuing houses in Dungannon, Moy, and other towns in the Union, the scale of valuation 

'''‘He u^Mly mmle^ of the houses wi^i Griffith's, and found his Comparison of valua- 

valuntion about the same as Griffith’s, if one-third were taken off his valuation His and 
Griffith’s valuation of the land differed very much, particularly in the value of the town parks 

Astlfe v°ruator completed his valuation of the Electoral Divisions he lodged the books, and Bosk, .t ..Mon 
notice was given to the rate-payers to inspect them. About 100 writtm objeotions were 
lodged, but upon examination of them by the valuator and the guardian of the d vision they 
were settled. About 20 were objections for overvalue ; the remainder for being rated for more 

acreage than the persons held.tf -fV. vVw. .-.st-.o+l/kn nnn Eate-ravers satisfied 

The Board of Guardians, landlords, and rate-payers seem saUsfied with the valuation, con- 
sidering it as one made at the fair moderate letting value, as lands are let by the large landed 

^hfnvLrgerem Union is ISp. the statute acre for large farms and li. for A..r.^ .f i.«d 

small holdings of from 6 to 12 acres. The valuation is just about etpual to the rents, or some- 
thing under the rents of the large estatcs.§§ 

Most of the land in the Union is let without lease. , . , • u * owe,,. 

The agents to the properties in the Union did not feel authorised, without the express con- 
sent of their principals, to furnish rentals so as to enable a comparison to be found with the 

"Mrt'Mooie, who had been lately employed to value the town of pnngannon under the " 

provisions of ie 9 Geo. IV., cap. 82, was enabled to furnish the actual rent of b7 registe.cd 

^TrotttcSrretlnl a„d rent are egual; in 36 instants the rating is under the rent! h,- 
and in the remaining 12 the rating exceeds the rent ; 'out m these latter the tenants, with one 


• Repoit o( ihe Poor Law Comniiasioners, lor JS40. A™”™', , „ Minute-book, ArpEnoix. 

+ Extracts from the Minute-book, Appendix. I Extracts irom ne ivimm . 

§ Evidence of Mr. Poole, and Mr. Hall. Appexuix. 

II Evidence of Valuator, Appeudix, " Evidence of Valnator, Apeekoix. 

•I't Evidence of Mr. Moone, Appendix. . , tlt a ,«.v 

Evidence of Mr. Poole, Mr. Falls, Mr. M'NeiJ, and Mr. Moone, Appendix. 

Evidence of Mr. Poole, and of the Valuator, Append^, rTi,r.. Mnnnp Apppndix 

ill Evidence of Mr. Moon^, Appendix. ITf Evidence of Mr. Moone, 
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exception, held by lease. The gross amount of the excess of the rental of the 67 holdings over 
the amount of the rating is equal to 10 per cent. 

The number of 10^. Electors within the Union registered for the county of Tyrone, from 
1st January, 1833, to January, 1841, where rating was ascertained, was 233 — of which 
12 are rated at sums under bl. 

6 at sums of 5^. and under 6/. 

1 is rated at 6/. 5^. 

3 are rated at sums of 71. and under 8^. 

5 are rated at sums of 8/. and under 9/. 

7 are rated at sums of 9^. and under lOZ. 

199 are rated at sums of 10^. and upwards. 

The number of householders within the Union registered for the borough of Dungannon, from 
the 1st January, 1833, to 1st January, 1841, where rating was ascertained, was 136 — of which 

6 are rated at sums under 61. 

2 are rated at sums of 61. and under 6^. 

3 are rated at sums of Ql. and under 7L 

4 are rated at sums of 71. and under 8/. 

6 are rated at sums of SI. and under %l. 

3 are rated at sums of 9^. and under 10^. 

112 are rated at sums of lOf. and upwards. 

In the tables annexed to this Report are given the classifications of the rating and acreage 
of the 10^. electors within the Union, registered for the county of Tyrone, and also of the 
rating of the householders within the Union, registered for the borough of Dungannon, 
distinguishing those registered in the year 1832 from those subsequently registered. 

In the Appendices will be found the evidence upon which this Report is founded, too-ether 
with the acreable contents, net annual value, and Griffith’s valuation of the several townlands 
m the each Electoral Diviaion of the Union. (Signed) Hekry fT U . .. 

Inquiry held at Dungannon, on the 19th, 20th, and 30th March, 1841. 


Total NuMSEa of £10 Electors within the Union, Registered for the County of Tyrone. 
Total amount of average of £10 registered electors for the county of Tyrone, a. r. p. 

whose rating was ascertained, exclusive of those registered in 1832 . . . 6,308 2 37 

Total net value of £i0 registered electors for the county of Tyrone, whose rating 

ascertained 4 gyj y g 

Classipication of £10 Electors, according to Amount op Valuation. 


Number of £I0 Electors within the Union, registered for the County of Tyrone, from the 1st of 
January, 1833, to the 1 st day of January, 1841, and who appear rated a.t sums amounting to 



Classification of Acreage of £l 0 Electors, Registered for the County of Tyrone, from the 1st of 
January, 1833, to the 1st of January, 1841, according to extent of holding. 


Total No. 

Under 

5 acres 

10 acres 

15 acres 
and 

20 acres 
and 

30 acres 
and 

50 acres 

75 acres 

100 acres 


acres. 

under 10 . 

under 15. 

under 20 . 

under 30. 

under 60. 

under 75. 

under 100 . 

upwards. 

233 

6 

14 

32 

54 

63 

49 

9 

1 

3 


And two electois who have registered out of houses. 


Classification of Acreage of £lO Electors, Registered in the year 1832, according to the extent of 
holding. 


Total 

Under 

5 acres 

10 acres 

15 acres 

20 acres 

30 acres 

50 acres 

75 acres 






an<l 


and 





acres. 

under 10 . 

under 15. 

under 20 . 

under 30. 

under 50. 

under 75. 

under 100 . 

upwards. 

72 

2 

3 

7 

11 

18 

18 

6 

1 

2 


And four electors who have registered out of houses. 


Dungannon. 

Number and voting 
of county Electors. 


Nurnber and voting 
of boiougb. electors. \ 


Nature and contents 
of table to Report. 


Nature and contents 
of Appendices. 
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Number of the foregoing who appear to have Re-registered. 


Number of householders within the Union, registered for the borough of Dungannon, 
whose rating was ascertained 13 q 

Total net value of registered householders for the borough of Dungannon . £2,822 5 10 

Classification of Householders within the Union of Dungannon, Registered for the Borough of 
Dungannon, from the 1st January, 1S33, to the 1st January, 1 841, and who appear rated at sums 
amounting to ‘ 


Total No, of 
Registoreii 
Householders- 

Under £5. 

under £6. 

£6 and 
under £7. 

£7 and 
under £8. 

£S and 
under £9. 

£9 and 
uudei£10- 

£10 and 
upwards. 

136 


2 

3 

4 

6 

3 

112 


Number of Householders within the Union, Registered for the Borough of Dungannon in the year 
1832, and who appear rated at sums amounting to 


N UMBER of the foregoing who appear to have Re-registered, and who appear rated at sums 
amounting to 


Total No. 

Under £5. 

£9 aud 
under £6. 

£6 and 
under £7. 

£7 and 
under £S. 

£6 and 
under £9. 

£9 and 
imder£10. 

£10 and 
upwards. 

44 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 


36 


Electoral Diiisions. 

Population, 

to Census of 
1831. 

Extent 
in Siatute 
Acres. 

Valuation 

Rate-book. 

Griffith’s 

Valuation. 

Z 

No. of £10 
Electors 
for the 
County of 
Tyrone, 
Registered 
ill 1832. 




£. 


d. 

£. 

s. 

rl. 



Dungannon . 

3,847 

1,228 

8,402 

10 


4,854 

4 


5 


Donaghmore . 

5,439 

6,472 

6,260 

4 


4,433 

7 

3 



Crossdernot . 

3,012 

4,895 

3,831 

4 


2,636 

11 


14 


Altraore . 

2,226 

7,369 

3,332 

3 


2,070 

16 

10 

10 

1 

Cloiiavaddy . 

2,233 

4,929 

2,251 

8 


1,705 

4 

10 

9 

4 

Castle Caulfield 

4,117 

5,796 

4,934 

3 


3,917 

17 


34 

9 

Clouaiieese . 

3,439 

5,S99 

4,500 

18 

lOJ 

3,113 

8 

10 

10 

2 

Aghnahoe 

2,700 

8,474 

3,238 

6 


2,288 

3 

7 

6 

3 

Ballymarrean . 

2,911 

5,945 

4,249 

9 


2,701 

3 

0 

5 

3 

Miuterburn . 

2,509 

5,172 

4,045 

5 

7 

2,804 

13 

3 

69 

18 

BraiUry , 

2,274 

4,713 

3,435 

3 

a 

2,642 

19 

4 

32 

5 

Deriygortrevv 

2,864 

4,166 

3,727 

10 

6 

2,645 

18 

2 

8 

1 

Beiiburb . 

5,176 

6,S65 

0,092 


4 

4,602 

9 

2 

4 

3 

Moy . . , 

4,856 

5,765 

7,455 


1 

5,426 

4 

6 

7 

10 

Drumaspil 

4,986 

• 5,754 

5,630 


0 

3,316 

9 

2 

4 

3 

Bernagli . 

3,293 

4,494 


14 

2 

3,540 

18 

6 

12 


■lullyniskan . 

4,750 

5,008 

5,670 

17 

0 

3,280 

17 

7 

3 

2 

Meenuffh . 

2,995 

4,211 

3,292 


6 

2,061 

13 

0 



Mountjoy. 

2,449 

5,319 

3,519 

19 

4 

1,762 

17 

0 



Total , , 

66,075 

102,474 

88,703 

8 

H 

59,805 

17 

7 

233 

72 


iNumber of £l0 electors within the Union of Dungannon, who have registered for the 

borough of Dungannon, in the 3'ear 1832, is 75 

Number of the foregoing electors who have re-regislered is 44 

Muinber of £l0 electors within (he Union ol' Dungannon, who have registered for the 
borough of Dungannon, from 1st of January, 1633, to February, 1841, inclu- 
sively, is 136 


Dungannon. 
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Castlederg. 

14 Electoral 
Divisions. 

Area. 

Population. 
Guardians. 
Valuation Com- 
mittee. 

Report of Com- 
mittee. 


Valuators ap- 
pointed. 
Qualification of 
Valuation. 


Documents fur- 
nished toValuators. 


Opinion of Board 
as to mode of valu- 
ation. • 


Instructions to 
Valuators. 


Valuators valued at 
first together. 


Opinion of Board 
as to valuation of 
of three divisions. 


Valuation of two 
more divisions. 
Cross valuation re- 
commended. 


August, 1840, fur- 
ther portion of val- 
uation delivered in 

Resolution moved 
that valuation too 
high. 

Reason of Mr. 
Sproiile for movin; 
that Resolution. 


CASTLEDERG UNION. 


REPORT. 

Tub Union of Castlederg lies trithin the county of Tyrone. It consists of M Electoral 
Divisions, and contains 91,758 statute acres and a population of 21,295 persons. Ihe number 
of guardians is 17, of whom 3 are ex-officio and 14 are elected. 

TheUnion was declared on the 7th May, 1839. 

■ At the first meeting of the Board of Guardians, held on the 14th June, 1839, a Committee 
of seven was appointed to inquire into and report as to the best mode of obtaining a valuation 

On the 12th August, 1839, the Committee made a report, which was afterwards adopted 
bv the Board of Guardians, recommending that an endeavour should be made to form a 
correct valuafion on the basis of the Ordnance survey; that Mr. Griffith’s maps and field 
books, lists of occupiers from the county cess applotment books, and the contents of their 
holdings from the tithe composition books, and such surveys and information as could be pro- 
cured from landlords and others, should be furnished to the valuators. That advertisements 
should be issued for persons to value the Union on the basis of the Government survey, and 
for that purpose a valuator should be required to value as many townlands as were necessary 
to effect a correct valuation ; that eight townlands, at least, should be selected by the Com- 
mittee, and that upon that valuation should be founded the general valuation ot the Umon. 
That the Committee were to have power to superintend the progress of the valuation, and to 
act as a Committee of revision. 

At a meeting of the Board on the 4th October, 1839, Messrs Morrow and Montgomery were 
appointed valuators. , bi • ,,, 

Mr. Montgomery was for 28 years previously a surveyor and valuator, and constantly in ttie 
iiabit of valuing estates. He was also under agent on the Marquis of Ahercorn’s estates, and 
had valued large portions of that, and also of Lord Castlesteward's property for letting. 

Mr. Morrow was also a surveyor and valuator, and had been previously an assistant to 
Mr. Montgomery. , . , 

I'hey were furnished bv the Board with Griffiths Maps and valuations, the cess applot- 
ments, and procured several surveys and maps of Sir Robert Ferguson’s, the Marquis ot Aber- 
corn’s, and Lord Castlesteward’s properties, and of the church lands. They did not get any 
return of the rents payable by the tenants, although they made an application to the Board of 
Guardians for that return. l i i ■ 

The valuators had no assistants in their valuation, except in making out the calculations. 
The Board of Guardians were first of opinion that the valuation of the Union was to be 
made by ascertaining the comparative valuation of two or more townlands with Griffiths 
valuation of the same townlands, and having ascertained the average difference per cent, of 
the two valuations of those townlands, then to add or take from Griffith’s valuation of the rest 
of the Union a similar per centage, leaving it to the valuators to apportion the amount 
amongst the occupiers. 

It appeared, however, that the Board afterwards thought that was not the proper way to 
have the valuation made, and accordingly they instructed the valuators to act upon their 
own judgment in their valuation. t i at, ’ 

Mir. Montgomery had three years previously valued about 7,000 acres of Lord Abercorns 
property within the Union ; he and his co-valuator went over several townlands of that pro- 
perty lying in the Listymore and Magheraeveggan divisions ; they then compared their notes 
of each other's valuation, and found that they very generally concurred ; the valuators then 
separated, and each valued different portions of the Union. _ _ 

In February, 1840, the valuators sent in their valuation of three Electoral Divisions, ihe 
Board of Guardians was of opinion that the valuation was a fair one, on the ground that the 
valuation although exceeding the rent at which the land had been let at on lease within the 
previous two or three years yet came near it, and the Board wished the rertiainder of the 
Union to be valued in the same manner. _ 

In May, 1840, the valuators sent in their valuation of two more divisions, when the Com- 
mittee of Valuation recommended that a cross valuation should be made by one vamator o 
the lands valued by the other, in order to ascertain the accuracy of the valuations ; this reso- 
lution was not acted on by the valuators, nor did the Committee enforce its performance ; m 
cases, however, where either of the valuators entertained a doubt of his own valuation, ne 
procured the other to go over the land, the result of suoh examinations proving that tne 
valuators were generally acting on the same scale of valuation. 

In August, 1840, the valuators sent in a further portion of their valuation; upon exami- 

• nation of this portion of the valuation the deputy vice-chairman considered the valuation to 

'• high and unequal, and accordingly, on the 7th August, 1840, at a meeting of the B<^r 
which 15 members were present, he moved a resolution, that it was the opinion of the 
that the valuation, as far as returned, was very unequal, frequently too high, ^hd ut J 
instances up to a rack rent value, and that considerable modification was indispensably 
consideration of this resolution was postponed until the valuation was completed. nL ■ 

i states that his reason for moving that resolution was, that he knew that in the Gas eg 
Division, the lands were sublet at rents which the tenants were not well able to pay, ati 
the valuators had valued the lands at nearly what they were let at to under tenants, het oug 
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the rent they were under was not the fair value to be put on by the valuators; in addition to Castlederg. 

which, he thought such valuation would be unequal, as the value put by the valuators was 

more than what the land would bring if let by Lord Abercorn ; reductions were afterwards 
made in the valuation of those particular lands, and the objections, which were between 50 Reductions made in 
and 60 in number, having been disposed of, Mr. Sproule considered the inequalities in some those particulars, 
measure got rid of, and expressed himself satisfied with the valuation. 

The scale of valuation adopted by the valuators, was that adopted by Mr, Montgomery in Scale ofValuation 
his previous valuation ot the Marquis of Abercorn’s property, with the addition of putting a adopted by Valu- 
value on the houses and adding the tithes. ators. 

In his valuation for the Marquis of Abercorn, he examined each farm, and put a per 
acreage value on each quality of ground. He went into an estimate of the value of the farms 
by the quality of soils, the localities of the farm, the average price of produce for the pre- 
vious five or six years, and the probable fluctuation for the coming five or seven years, but he 
did not put any specific sum as a value on houses or buildings separately from the lands. 

In valuing for the Marquis of Abercorn, Mr. Montgomery, the valuator, did not take into Mode of valuingfor 
consideration the competition for land, although a tenant right exists throuo-hout the Union, t*’® Marquess of 
and for which the tenant in occupation gets a sura of money for his possession or interest in 
the farm, whether held by lease or not. In valuing estates for lettings between landlord and 
tenant increased rent does not appear to be laid upon the land by reason of the existence of 
the tenant right, or the amount of purchase money the tenant may get for his possession. 

The directions Mr. Montgomery states he received from Lord Abereorn’s agent when about 
to value the estate for lettings, was to value the land so as to give the tenant a good interest 
in the property, and to do justice to the landlord. Mr. Montgomery, the valuator, considers 
the rents of the Marquis of Abercorn’s, Lord Castlestewart’s, and Sir Robert Perc^uson’s 
estates, fair letting rents. 

The rents of these estates appear to have formed tlie data on which the valuation of the Data of valuation. 
Union was made. The valuation was made by a cursory view of the lands, and not by the 
same minute inspection that took place on valuing Lord Aberconi’s properties. The valuation 
was made at what the valuators considered the fair moderate rent should be, and that without 
reference as to whether the letting was to be on lease or not. The valuator, Mr. Montgomery, 
states he did not make any particular estimate of the profit which the tenant was to make of 
the farm, but he considers that in small farms not immediately near towns, of about iOOZ. 
produce in the year, the I'armer ought to have about 30/. per annum, out of which he would 
have to support himself, his wife, and children; that he considers a reasonable remuneration 
for the fai'mer, and that it is about the value put by him on farms, in his valuation of estates 
and of the Union. 

Mr. Montgomery, the valuator, thinks his valuation is almost a balance on the letting rents Valuator’s opinion 
on Lord Abercorn’s properties, and the other large estates; but that it is under the rents of ’? ''dative pro- 
recent lettings of small properties, at least under them by a fourth or fifth. Mr. Sproule, and'rents 
the deputy vice-chairman, thinks the valuation a fair one, but not so high as what would be 
got in the way of rent from solvent tenants, if the landlords choose to ask it ; whilst Mr. 

Anderson, the vice-chairman, thinks the valuation in general above the rents paid, but that 
the valuation of the Union could afford to have at least 10 per cent, more added to it. 

The actual rent payable by eacli rate-payer could not be procured, but the total amount Comparison of 
of rent payable in each towiiland in 70 cases was ascertained. In 60 instances the rent was rating and rental, 
under the valuation, and in 10, the rent was more than the valuation. On a comparison of the 
rated net value with Griffitli’s valuation of those 70 towiilands, the net annual value is greater 
than Griffith’s by 33 per cent., and greater than the actual rental by 22 per cent, whilst the 
net annual value of the entire Union exceeds Griffith’s valuation, by 29j per cent. 

The valuation appears to have been made with a view to come as near as possible to the 
letting value as adopted on the estates of the Marquess of Abercorn, Lord Castlesteward, 

Sir Robert Ferguson, and other large proprietors, who generally let their lands at moderate, 
and in some instances, at low rates. 

After the valuation had been returned, objections to the number of 60 were lodged. The Objections disposed 
Board of Guardians sat to hear the objections, and made reductions in the valuator’s return of 
some few holdings, and then confirmed the valuation. 

_ The amount of the rents of the townlands was furnished principally by Mr. Anderson, the 
vice-chairman. 

The number of 10/. electors who appear rated is 143, being at the rate of one 10/. elector Proportion of elec- ^ 
for every 149 persons within the Union. Of this n\imber of electors there are 19 who appear tors to population, 
rated at sums under 10/., and of the latter, two are rated under 5/. 

In the annexed tables will be found the ratings and extent of acreage of the 10/. electors 
within the Union, distinguishing those registered in the year 1832 from those registered in the 
subsequent years- 

(Signed) Henry O’Hara. 

Inquiry held at Castlederg, March 27th and 29th, 1841. 


APPENDIX. 

Total number of £10 Registered Electors, whose ratings were ascertained . • 143 

Total amount of acreage of foregoing £10 Registered Eleciors . 6347 a. 2 r. 24 p. 

Total net annual value of foregoing £10 Registered Electors .... £2802 
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Classification of £10 Electors, according to Amount of Valuation. 

Number of £10 Electors Tvilhin the Union of Casttedersr, 'Registered for the County of Tyrone, from 
the 1st day of January, 1833, to the 1st day of January, 1841, and who appear rated at sums 
amounting to 


Total No. of j 
LIO Electors. ' 

tJiiile!' f5. ! 

1 

£5 and 
under £6. 

£fi and 
under £7. 

£7aod 
under £8. 

£8 and ' 
under £9. 

£9 and 
under £10. [ 

£10 and 
u(iwards. 

143 

2 : 

2 

2 

4 

6 

3 

124 


CiAS.PiciTioN Of Acreago of £10 Elaotor, K.giste.eO from the let of January, 1833, to the 1st of 
January, J841, according to extent of holding. 


1 

'Total No. 1 
cf£10 ! 
Electors. 

Under 

5 

5 acres 
and 

under 10. 

10 acres 
' under 15. 

15 acres 
under 20. 

20 acres 
and 

imder 30. 

30 acres 
under 50. 

50 acres I 
under 75. 

75 acres 

and 

under 100. 

100 acres 
1 upwards. 

143 


2 

7 

5 

j 26 

56 

31 

8 

8 


Classification of Acreage of £10 Electors Registered in the year 1832, according to the extent of 
holding. 


Total No. 
or£10 
Electors. 

UnderJ 

5 acres 
under 10. 

10 acres 

15 acres 
and 

under 20. 

20 acres 
and 

under 30. 

30 acres 
under 50. 

50 acres 
ant 

under 75. 

75 acres 
under 100. 

100 acres 
and 

upwards. 

10 





2 

4 

4 





Number of the foregoing who appear to have Re 

registered. 


Total No. 
of £10 
Electors. 

^5 

5 acres 
under 10. 

10 acres 
under 15. 

15 acres 
under 20. 

20 acres 
under 30. 

undw 50. 

50 acres 
under 75. 

75 acres 
and 

under 100. 

100 acres 
and 

upwards. 

5 





2 

2 

1 




Area and relative Valuation of Seventy Townlands, of which Gross Rental was ascertained. 


Electnril Divisions. 

Townlands. 

Area. 

Net Value. 

Griffith’ 

V.luo. 

Gross Bental. 



A- 

R. 

p, 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. d. 


2 

564 

3 

2 

298 

10 

0 

237 

7 

3 

285 

19 8 


3 

2,958 

0 

39 

206 

5 

0 

139 

1 

0 

176 



6 

3,697 

1 

21 

1,107 

15 

0 

823 

17 

3 

859 

12 8 


7 

2,981 

0 

32 

1,350 

14 

5^ 

1,028 

18 


1,148 



6 

2,008 

1 

29 

428 

10 


342 

4 


410 

18 10 


11 

4,181 

1 

11 

1,863 

11 


1,524 

10 


1,814 

10 0 


1 

907 

1 

18 

267 

0 

0 

168 

12 



6 6 


4 

948 

3 

19 

386 

10 

0 

316 

19 


278 

13 04 


21 

10,886 

1 

9 

1,260 

0 


1,032 

16 

4 

1,094 



7 

5,518 

0 

6 

559 

15 


471 

17 

10 

392 

6 4 

Bornachitall . 

2 

1,947 

2 

29 

535 

0 

0 

391 

10 

8 

433 



70 

36,599 

2 

15 

8,263 

10 

8J 

6,482 

14 


7,054 

6 10^ 
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- 

Electoral Diyision. 

Population 
according 
to Census 
ofl83I. 

Extent in 
Statute Acres. 

Valuation in 
Rate-book. 

Griffith’s 

Valuation. 

Number of £10 
Electors who have 
Registered from 
Jau. 1,1833, 
to Jan. 1, 1841. 

Number 
of £10 
Electors 
who 

Registered 
in 1832. 




R. 

p. 

£. 


d. 

£. 

,T. 

d. 



Lisnacloon . 

2,419 

7,409 

0 


2,257 

5 


1,833 

13 


14 

0 

Listymore . 

1,686 

4,001 

0 


1,667 

15 

in 

1,231 

17 


33 

0 

Killen . . 

1,723 

6,453 

0 

0 

1,527 

0 


1,347 

8 

0 

7 

0 

Mairheraereeffan 

1,819 

4,182 

0 

0 

1,863 

11 

3 

1,524 

10 


35 

9 

Drumquin . 

877 

4,823 

0 


950 

5 

0 

813 

16 


0 

0 

Castlederg » 

2,073 

5,082 

0 


2,712 

7 

6 

1,722 

4 


]1 

0 


1,608 

5,797 

0 

0 

2,092 

0 

0 

1,615 

13 

4 

2 

0 

Dooish . 

1,521 

5,272 



1,554 

0 


*'1,241 

7 


6 

0 

Killeter . 

1,561 

11,015 



1,274 

0 


1,044 

10 

10 

1 

0 

Corgary . . . 

1,048 

7,946 


0 

1,034 

0 

0 

883 

7 

2 

15 

0 

Tully . . . 

898 

8,226 

0 


825 

0 


640 

15 

2 

0 

0 

Bomackatall. 

1,325 

4,413 



1,103 

6 

10 

790 

16 


3 

0 

Castlegore . 

2,035 

4,571 

0 


2,538 

13 


1,846 

3 

8 

16 

1 

Tullycar . . . 

5,502 

10,568 



429 

15 


336 

3 


0 

0 

Total . . 

21,295 

91,758 


0 

21,828 

19 


16,872 

8 

2 

143 

10 


Castlederg. 
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APPENDIX fo REPORTS relative to the 


SLIGO UNION. 


Sligo. 

Population. 

Area. 

Electoral Divisons. 
Number of Guar- 
dians. 

Proceedings of 
Guardians as to 
valuation. 
Valuation Commit- 
tee of seven. 


Mr. Hughes ap- 
pointed Valuator. 


His qualification. 

Documents furnish- 
ed to him. 


Town applotment. 

Not used by Valua- 
tor. 

Valuator had no 
assistant. 

Visited each tene- 
ment. 

Ascertained rents. 
Areas. 

Land, how valued. 


Test of value. 


Hou.ses, how 
valued. 


Deductions for re • 
pairs and insurance. 


Revision. 


Valuation con- 
sidered too low. 

Uniformity the ob- 
ject of the revision. 


REPORT. 

The Sligo Union has a population of 109,561 persons, being nearly two-thirds of the entire 
population of the county of Sligo. Of the above, 15,518 reside within the borough. The 
area is 254,995 statute acres, or somewhat less than two-thirds of the area of the county. 

It is divided into 23 Electoral Divisions, of which the borough of Sligo forms the first. 

The number of guardians is fifty-two, 39 being elected, and 13 ex-officio. 

At the first meeting of the Board on the 20th August, 1 839, it was resolved, that there were 
no valuations of hereditaments within the Union available or sufficient for the purpose of esti- 
mating the net annual value of such hereditaments as were liable to be valued. 

AValuation Committee, consisting ofseven guardians, was appointed, and an advertisement 
ordered to be inserted in three newspapers, calling upon valuators to send in tenders. 

At a meeting of the Board upon the 21st September, 1839, tenders from valuators were 
opened, the candidates examined, and a resolution adopted to re-advertise for tenders, as none 
of those before the Board was deemed satisfactory. 

On the 19th October, 1839, the Board opened the further tenders from valuators, where- 
upon Mr. William Hughes was appointed valuator for the sum of 350^. — (See Extract from 
Minute Book, Appendix.) 

This gentleman is a civil engineer and valuator, and had, as he states, considerable expe- 
rience in the valuation of lands and houses. 

The only documents furnished to him by the Board were the Ordnance Survey, and the 
applotment book of the Sligo Town Commissioners. — (See Mr. Hughes’s evidence, 
Appendix.) 

This town applotment is made annually by sworn applotters, under the authority of two 
local Acts of Parliament. It only relates to houses within the borough, and excludes all 
under the value of five pounds. — (See Mr. Faucett’s evidence. Appendix.) The valuator 
states that he did not make any use of this applotment. 

He stated that he made the valuation entirely himself, and visited each tenement in the 
Union ; and by inquiry from competent persons in each locality, ascertained the average rent 
of land. — (See Mr. Hughes’s evidence. Appendix.) 

He was obliged to have recourse to the occupiers for the extent of their tenements ; but 
states that, in almost every instance, he received erroneous returns. The Ordnance Survey 
afforded him only the contents of townlands. 

He divided land into three classes according to the quality, and having, as before stated, 
ascertained the average rent of such land, he valued each tenement accordingly for the gross 
value. He then deducted 14 per cent, for taxes, repairs, &c., and gave the result as the net 
value. — (See Mr. Hughes’s evidence, Appendix.) 

It is evident that what the valuator calls “ average rents,” do not mean the average of the 
rents actually paid, as he subsequently states that the test of value which he adopted was, 
“ the rent that could be paid by a solvent tenant continuing to pay it, aud leaving him proper 
remuneration.” — (See Mr. Hughes’s evidence, Appendix.) 

He states that he supposed the tenant bound to manage the farm so as to deliver it up at 
the end of the year in good condition. 

He states that he did take into account local advantages, such as proximity to markets, or 
to the sea-coast. What he considers to be a proper remuneration to a tenant, is one-third of 
the produce, allowing one-third for rent, and one-third for outlay. — (See Mr. Hughes’s 
evidence, Appendix.) 

He states that he made his valuation on a uniform scale throughout the Union. 

He valued houses separately from the land, and in the same manner as in the town of 
Sligo. 

In the town of Sligo he valued houses according to the standard of value adopted in the 
rural districts. 

The deductions which he made for insurance, were 5s. per cent, in every instance under 
10^. ; in houses worth from 10^. to 100^., 7.?. &d. per cent. ; above that value he allowed the 
usual percentage charged by insurance companies. He allowed, besides, seven per cent, for 
repairs, and also deducted taxes. — (See Mr. Hughes’s evidence, Appendix.) 

The Board of Guardians at first expressed great dissatisfaction at the valuation made by 
Mr. Hughes, who on his part expressed an anxiety to give up his contract, and the guardians 
applied to the Poor Law Commissioners for their sanction to the rescinding of it. The Com- 
missioners, however, refused their sanction to such a proceeding, and invited the guardians to 
co-operate with the valuator, in correcting the numerous errors in the valuation of which they 
complained. — (See Extracts from Minute Book, Appendix.) 

These errors appear to have been chiefly in the names of occupiers, and the extent of 
holdings; there were also some omissions. — (See Major O’Hara’s evidence. Appendix.) 

The guardians were of opinion that the veduation was on too low a scale, but they did not 
alter it in that particular. 

The object of the revision was to correct the errors in names and areas, to supply omissions, 
and to render the valuation uniform. For this purpose, the chairman of the Board accom- 
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panied the valuator through each of the rural divisions, and, with the assistance of the occu- 
piers, and of persons of local information, con-ectcd the errors alluded to. 'I'he Board of 
Guardians adopted the corrections so made, in 15 of the rural Electoral Divisions, and after- 
wards in two other divisions. 

The result of this revision is stated to be generally satisfactory to the occupiers, but the 
landlords think that the valuation is too much under the actual rents. The chairman does 
not anticipate many appeals. — (See Major O’Hara’s evidence. Appendix.) 

The valuation of the Electoral Division of Sligo was adopted by the Board of Guardians on 
the 20th of March, 1H41. 

The valuation of the 17 rural divisions which has been so adopted by the Board of Guar- 
dians, is slated to be much below the letting value of the tenements. The chairman of the 
Board (who has personally inspected the greater number of the tenements within those divi- 
sions), is of opinion that the valuation is about 15 per cent, below the fair letting value which 
a solvent tenant, making a provident arrangement, would give ; and is from 15 to 25 per cent, 
under the actual rents.* — (See Major O’Hara’s evidence. Appendix.) 

The valuator is of opinion that the valuation is from 15 to 25 per cent, under the actual 
rents. — (See Mr. Hughes’s evidence, Appendix.) 

The guardians have expressed an opinion that the valuation of the town parks in the Sligo 
Electoral Division, is relatively on a higher scale than that of the rural divisions, and they 
have accordingly adopted a resolution, that the occupiers of such town parks shall be entitled to 
an abatement of about 15 per cent. — (See extracts from Minute Book, Appendix.) 

The valuator states that the total amounts of the original and revised valuations are nearly 
equal. 

The valuation of houses in the borough of Sligo is 25 per cent, below the actual rents, in 
the few instances in which we have been able to ascertain those rents. However, as houses 
in Sligo are chiefly held upon leases for a long term of years, the actual rents paid could not 
form a just criterion. 

We have, for the purpose of comparing the valuation with the letting value of houses, 
placed the amount of the valuation of tenements in 20 of the principal streets of Sligo, in juxta- 
position with the valuation of the same tenements, in the town applotment, and the result is, 
that on a comparison of the valuation of 680 houses, Mr. Hughes’s valuation is 12^ per cent, 
under the town commissioners’ applotment. — (See Table.) 

Latterly land is chiefly let from year to year. — (See Major O’Hara’s evidence. Ap- 
pendix.) 

We found very great difficulty in ascertaining the valuations of 10^. electors in this Union, 
as the valuation was submitted to our inspection in the field books, (except in the Electoral 
Division of Sligo), and the revision was in most cases made in pencil ; and neither the extent 
in statute acres, nor the gross annual value had been revised. Notwithstanding which we 
have ascertained the valuation of the tenements of 456 LO^. householders in the borough of 
Sligo, and of 289 10/. electors for the county, in the 17 rural divisions of which the valuation 
was submitted to us. 


Sligo Borough. — ^Valuation of actual ^£10 Constituency. 



Tlie Town Applotinrat excludes all tenements of less than £5 value. 


asM^ rents we mean the average rents paid by tenants holding from year to year, or under recent 

2 C 2 



17 rural divisions 
revised. 


Valuation of 
borough. 

Relation to letting 
value and actual 
rent. 

In rural divisions 
valuations from 14 
to 15 per cent, 
below letting value, 
and from 15 to 25 
per cent, under 
rents. 

Townparksof Sligo. 
On a higher scale 
than in rural divi- 
sions. 


Valuation of 
houses. 


Tenure. 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


Sligo. Sligo Borough. — Valuation of £10 Electors of 1832, not Re-registered, compared with Town 

Applotment. 


Total of £10 
Electors of 1832 
not re-registered, 
who are valued in 
■foAn Aiiplotment- 

Total Valuation 
of the preceding 
in the Town 
Applotment. 

Average of each 
in Town 
Applotment. 

Total Valuation 
of the preceding 
in the Poor Law 
Valuation. 

Average of each 
Valuation, 

Poor Law- 
Valuation is below 
tlie Town Applot- 
rnent. 

27 

£709 

£26. bs. 2d. 

£644 

£23. 17s. 

9 per cent. 


Sligo Borough. — Valuation of Twenty Principal Streets compared with Town Applotment. 


Total Number of 
Houses valued 
in 20 streets in 
Town Applotment. 

Valuation of 
preceding in Town 
Applotment. 

Average of each 
in Town 
Applotment. 

Valuation of 
preceding in Poor 
Law Valuation. 

Average of 
each ill Poor Law 
Valuation. 

Poor Law 
Valuation is below 
the Town Applot- 

680 

£11,946 

£17. lls. 3d. 

£10,461 

£15. 7s. Sd. 

12i^ per cent. 


County of Snioo.' — 'Actual £10 Constituency, in 17 Divisions. 


Number of £10 present 
Electors in 

17 Electoral Divisions, 
wliose Valuation was ascer- 

Total of preceding, valued 

Under £10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

236 

69 

60 

- 43 

32 

22 

13 


The name of one additional elector was found, but the net value had not been inserted in the 
valuation-book. 


County of Sligo. — £10 Constituency of 1832, not re-registered in 17 Electoral Divisions. 


Number of £10 Electors 
of 1832 

not Re-registered, whose 
Valuation tvas ascertained. 

1 Total Number of preceding valued , 

' Under £10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

73 

26 

24 

17 

1 

13 

11 

8 


County of Sligo.— Acreage of actual £l0 Constituency in 17 Electoral Divisions. 


Number of 
present £10 
Constituency 
in 17 Divi- 
sions whose 
Valuation 

Number of actual £10 Constituency holding 

5 Acres. 

under 10. 

10 Acres 
under 15. 

15 Acres 
and 

under 20. 

20 Acres 
and 

under 30. 

30 Acres 
and 

under 50. 

50 Acres 
under 75. 

under 100. 

100 Acn') 
upwariis. 

236 

23 

26 

47 

37 

46 

41 


4 

4 


County of Sligo. — Acreage of £10 Electors of 1832 not Re-registered. 


Number of 
£10 Electors 
of 1832 not 

re-registered 

in 17 Electoral 
Divisions. 

Number of Electors of 1832 not re-registered holding 

5a™ 

5 Acres 
under 10. 

10 Acres 
and 

under 15. 

15 Acres 
under 20. 

20 Acres 
under 30. 

30 Acres 
and 

under 50. 

50 Acres 
under 75. 

75 Acres 

and 

under 100. 

100 Acres 

upwards. 

73 

15 

16 

15 

9 

5 

10 

3 

0 

0 


Joseph Lrktaigne, 
Thomas Gather. 

Inquiry held at Sligo from 12th to 20th March, 1S41. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

















VALUATIONS /or POOR RATES, IRELAND. 


191 


TIPPERARY UNION. 


REPORT. 


Tipperary. 


The Union of Tipperary, which was declared on the 30tli of January, 1839, contains 20 
Electoral Divisions, 16 of which, with an acreable extent of 141,496 statute acres and a 
population of 55,650, are in the baronies of Clanwilham and Kilnamanagh, m the “unty of 
Tipperary, and the remaining four, containing 44.125 statute acres, andapopulaUon of 15,203, 
are in th? barony of Coonagh, in the county of Limerick ; there are 32 elected, and 8 ex-offic.o 

°'^Thrvdiatori^^^^ Union was Mr. Denis Leahy, the gentleman who valued the Thurles 
Union. He is a professional valuator and civil engineer. He was appointed by a majority 
of the guardians, in preference to another valuator who had sent in a proposal for valuing the 

of*e Board „t Guardians of the 25, h of May, 1839, ™lnation was 
tobiS conducted under the control of a Committee of all the guardians. The tithe com 
nositlon valuation was adopted for the purpose of ascertaimng the number of acres rateable. 
On the 1st of August, 1S40, Mr. Leahy having laid before the Board the valuation as coni- 
pleted by him. it was resolved that copies of the valuation of each Electoral Division should 
be oiven^to the auardians for the purpose of ascertaining their accuracy, with mstiuctlons 

to “eturn same on the 15th of August, the next day of meeting. , , ^ 

On die 23rd of September, 1840, it was agreed by the Board that all objections to the 
valuation should he referred to the valuator, to report his opinion thereon at the next meeting, 
at which meetino the objections having been considered and finally arranged, a declaratron was 
"eld s tShic that the ialuation was complete. From Mr. Leahy's evidence with respect to 
the Thurles Cnion, which is also applicable m this Union, his valuation is 5 to 7 pel cent, 
below what he would have valued the Union as between landlord and tenant— he considers It 
6 to 12 per cent, below the rents received by the large proprietors, and 15 to 20 pet 
Wow the rents of small proprietors. It would, however, appear from the 
Bolton one of the guardians, that the valuation is on a sUll lower scale ; he says it IS 25 per 
cent below the rents at which landlords who do not exact exorbitant rents, let their lands 
a scale which is explained by him to mean a rent which would leave the temnt an interest, 
for which he would get 101. an acre, and upwards, easily, tor his bargain, in the case of lai „e 

bnldincTs and a Hrea.ter sum in the case of small ones. , i i 

The°?alLtion®ot houses Mr. Leahy states to be 30 to 35 per cent, below the letting value. 
The net amount of profit was stated by Mr. Bolton to be lOi. to lU. on farms valued at 
51 Tin the wav in which those farms are cultivated in the country j and where he soil was cal- 
culated for wheat, he said the profit would be greater. Mr. James Sadler. Mr. H^h 
Bradshaw and Mr. Michael Byan, concurred with Mr. Bolton m this caleulatioti . and Mr. 
S- C l l,l.d tbotitwas if anvthinv, low. Mr. Bolton has since forwarded a paper 

which presLts a different result, and makes°the profit only 21. 12i. (See a letter and calcu- 

'"^ImStot'loteTSrL'^te" in the entire Union is 136, who are 

classified in the following manner : — 


Union declared. 
Extent and popula- 


Appointmeut of 


Committee of 
Valuation. 

Area ascertained l)y 
tithe composition. 
Copies of valuation 
laid before Guardians* 


Objections referred to 
Valuator to report 

Character of 
Valuation. 

Valuator’s opinion. 


Opinion of Guardians, 
Mr. Bolton’s opinion 
oflelting value. 

Valuation of houses. 
Net profit of farms 
valued at hi. 


Classification of lOf. 
Electors, according to- 


Total number 
ofTlO. 

Number of the preceding rated at Sums 


whose rating 
is ascertained. 

Under £10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

104 

12 

7 

6 

4 

2 

1 


The following is the classification of £10 Elector, according to the extent of holdings: 


Total 
number of 
ClOElectors 

Number of £10. Electors holding 

Under 5 

5 acres 
under 10. 

10 acres 
■under 15. 

15 acres 
under 20. 

20 acres 
and 

under 30. 

30 acres 
under 50. 

50 acres 
under 75. 

75 acres 
under 100. 

100 acres 
upwards. 

104 

15 

3 

7 

8 

16 

27 

17 

3 

8 


* Fifth Report of Poor Law Commissioners, Appendix. 
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Mode of tenure in Ihe 
, Union. 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


.CiAssiFicATiON of £10 Electors according to amount of Rents. 


Total No. 
ofTIO 
Electors 
traced. 


Number of £10 Electors paying Rents 

Under 

under £10. 

£10 and 
under £20. 

£20 and 
under£30. 

£30 and 
under £40. 

£40 and 
under £50. 

£60 and 
under £75. 

£75 and 
under £1 00 

£100 and 
upwards. 

104 

1 

6 

21 

18 

15 

9 

9 

15 

10 


NmBEH of I, .stances in which the Valuation of £10 Electors exceeds the Rent, classified aecotdinn 
to amount of Excess. 


1 

1 

Number of Instances where excess of Valuation over Rent is 

than £1 

£I and 
not £2. 

£2 and 
not £3. 

£3 and 
not £4. 

£4 and 
not £5. 

£5 and 
not £6. 

£6 and 
not £7. 

£7 and 
not £8. 

£8 and 
not £9. 

£9 and 
not £10 

£10 and 
not£ll 

£11 and 
not £12 

£12 

exactly. 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 


680 iiStaS ™"s*“8iicy, there is one lOi. elector for every 

The Tipperary Union was stated by Mr. Bolton to be generally out of lease, one cause for 
which he stated to be an impression on the minds of landlords that their tenants systematicallv 
vote against them. •' 

• (Signed) William P. Leathem. 

Inquiry held at Tipperary,* 27th March, 1841. 


LcIiJi’v occupied but one day, in consequence of the examination of the valuator 

having been taken at Thurles, and the comparison of the Electoral List partly made there. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





VALUATIONS/or POOR RATES, IRELAND. 19^ 


GOREY UNION. 


REPORT. 

The Union of Gorey was declared on the 14th of December, 1839. It contains 10 Electoral 
Divisions ; of these one division is entirely in the barony of Gorey, one entirely in the barony 
of Scarawalsh, and one entirely in the barony of Ballaghkeen ; of the remaining seven, four 
are partially in the respective baronies of BaUaghkeen and Gorey, and three in the respective 
baronies of Scarawalsh and Gorey. 

The Union is all in the county of Wexford ; it extends over an area of 121,585 statute 
acres, and in the year 1831 contained 36,083* inhabitants, or about one inhabitant for every 
3J acres. 

There are 32 guardians, 8 ex-officio and 24 elected, in the Union. 

The guardians, at their first meeting on the 24th July, 1840, being of opinion that no 
surveys or valuations, adequate for the purpose of ascertaining the net value of rateable pro- 
perty in the Union, existed, advertised in the usual public papers, inviting competent persons 
to send in tenders for the valuation of the Union. 

Tenders were accordingly sent in by different valuators, and the tender of Messrs. Neville 
and Son, of Dublin, having been accepted by the Board, they were appointed valuators of the 
Union, on condition that they should not employ any persons to assist them in the valuation 
but such as should be approved of by the Board. 

In accordance with this resolution, Messrs. Neville and Son, with the sanction of the 
guardians, appointed Messrs. John Byrne and John Bass (to value together), Fossey Bolton 
and Samuel Clark (to value together), and Mr. Richard Brassington, late of the Government 
Valuation department, to assist them in the valuation. Mr. Clarke (who was examined on 
this inquiry)^ and Mr. Bolton, valued about 33,000 acres, or rather more than a fourth of 
the Union. 

The Board of Guardians, at a meeting held on the 29th July, 1840, divided the Union into 
three districts, with a certain number of Electoral Divisioi^ in each, and appointed a sub- 
committee of revision of valuations for each district, consisting of the elected guardians of the 
several divisions in the district, together with such of the ex-officio guardians as resided or had 
property therein, a certain number (varying in each district) of the several Committees to be 
a quorum. 

These Committees made in all 158 alterations, raising the valuation in 32, and reducing it 
in 126 cases. 

There was not an opportunity of examining the Messrs. Neville as to their scale of valua- 
tion, in the part of the Union valued by themsfelves at the period of this inquiry : they were 
engaged in the valuations of some other Unions, and their attendance within a reasonable 
time could not be procured. There was also no opportunity of ascertaining the relation which 
the valuation bears to the actual rents, none having been ascertained in the Union, with the 
exception of Mr. James Godkin’s and Mr. John Clarke’s, the former of which being an old 
take can furnish no comparison. On comparing the yearly value of Mr. James Godkin’s 
farm, as stated by himself, with Mr. Neville’s valuation, the rent which the farm would let 
for, is rather more than 10 per cent, over the valuation, without taking into account the value 
of the timber (which would add to the per centage considerably), and of the tenants’ interest, 
which, by referring to the evidence, it will be seen, is 600^. (See Mr. Godkin’s evidence. 
Appendix.) In the case of Mr. Clarke’s farm the excess of rent over valuation is greater, 
the rent being stated by Mr. Samuel Clarke, one of the assistant valuators, to be 100/., and 
the valuation 81/., showing that the rent in this case is rather more than 23 per cent, over the 
valuation. Putting a value on the timber growing on Mr. Godkin’s farm, which he did not 
do in stating the value of the farm, tlis per centage would obviously be increased, but whether 
it would amount to 23 per cent., as in the case of Mr. Clarke’s, there is not the means of 
stating in the report ; Mr. Clarke himself could not put a value upon it, and for that reason 
when giving his evidence was desired to throw it out of his estimate entirely (except as shelter) 
in stating the yearly value of his farm. 

In the portion of the Union (I'ather more than one-fourth of the entire) valued by Mr. 
Bolton and Mr. Clarke, two of Messrs. Neville’s assistants, Mr. Clarke, who was examined, 
considers that the rent is 10 per cent., and in the case of small holdings more than that over 
the valuation for poor rate ■, the house property in towns and villages is valued 20 per cent, 
over the valuation, and in the country the houses are valued at 3 to 3i per cent, on the 
estimated cost. 

On the subject of the beneficial interest, Mr. Samuel Clarke, who is an Englishman, and 
has been for a number of years in this country (eight years with Lord Courtown in the 
capacity of land steward), states the usual average profit of small holdings, of four to eight 
acres, to be 5/. per acre, calculating, as he observed, from the plough to the pocket, for land 
let at 30^. per acre. Having stated that he would wish, with a view to accuracy, to consider 
this calculation more minutely, he said he would furnish me with the result in writing, which 
he did, and on the following day handed in the annexed statement: — 


* Sixth Report of Commissioners, Appendix. 


Gorey. 

Union declared 14tb 
December, 1839. 


Extent and popula- 
tion. 


Meeting of Guardians. 
No adequate survey or 
valuations existed. 
Advertisement for 
Valuator. 

Messrs. Neville and 
Son appointed. 

To employ such as- 
sistants as Guardians 
should approve of. 
Assistant Valuators 
appointed. 


Sub-commiltees for 
revising valuation 
appointed. 


Valuation revised in 
158 cases. Raised in 
32 cases; lowered in 
12G. 

Messrs. Neville not 

Engaged in valuing 
some other Union at 
tile period wiien in- 
quiry was held. 
Comparison of Mr. 
Neville’s valuation 
with the value of Mr. 
Godkiu’s farm, as 
stated by him. 

Value of Mr. Godkiu’s 
farm 10 pet cent, 
over Mr. Neville’s 
valuation, without 
taking account of tim- 
ber, which would in- 
crease the pec ceotage. 
Comparison of Mr. 
Neville's valuation 
with rent of Mr. 
Clark’s farm recently 
leased to him. 

23 per cent, over the 

Valuation of Messrs. 
Bolton and Clark, two 
of the Assistant 
Valuators. 

Rent of land 10 per 
cent, over the valua- 

Houses in towns and 
villages 20 per cent., 
in country valued at 3 
to 3^ per cent, on esti- 
mated cost of building. 
Beneficial interest. 
Mr. Clarke’s (Assist- 
ant Valuator state- 
ment of profit. 

3/. 6s. 8i. per acre on 
land worth 30f. per 
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Statement handed in by Mr. Samuel Clarke. 

Acreable profits of corn crops, grown on strong clay lands, rented at 30^. per acre : — 


£. s. d. 

Wheat, deducting every expense ... 5 0 0 

Beans do. ... 4 0 0 

Oats do. ... 3 0 0 

Potatoes do. . . .500 

Meadowing and aftergrass .... 2 0 0 

Grazing 100 


(6s.j . . 20 0 0 


Average profits, per acre ... . . £3 6 8 


One-third less on land 
worth 15s. pet acre. 


Land at 15s. per acre would not yield more than two-thirds of the above profit, say 21. 
Averaging seven years present profits. 

The number of 101. electors in the Union who have been traced in the rate-books amount 
to 184, and may be classed as follows : — 


Number and classifi- 
cation of 10/. electors 
traced in rate-book. 


Total nnraber 
of £10 

Electors traced 
ill Bute-book. 


Number 
valued under 
£ 10 . 


Number 
valued under 
£9. 


Number 
valued uuder 
£ 8 . 


Number 
valued uuder 
£. 7 . 


Number 
valued under 
£ 6 . 


Number 
valued under 
£5. 


1S4 


14 


11 


10 


7 


3 


Number and classifi- 
cation of all the occu- 


The classification of the 10^. electors who have been traced in the Union, according to 
extent of holding, will stand thus : — 


Total number 
of£10 
Electors. 

Number of £10 Electors holding 

5Act. 

5 Acres 
and 

under 10. 

10 Acres 
under 15. 

15 Acres 
under 20. 

20 Acres 
under 30. 

30 Acres 
under 50. 

50 Acres 
under 75. 

75 Acres 
and 

under 100. 

100 Acres 
and 

upwards. 

184 

4 


6 

15 

25 

56 

28 

IS 

27 


Proportion of 10/. con • 
Btitueiicy to popula- 
tion, 1 to 195. 


The entire 10^. constituency of the Union, as far as the 101. electors have been traced in 
the rate-book is as above 184. The entire population 36,082, or one 10/. voter to 195 
inhabitants. 

(Signed) William P. Leathem. 
Inquiry held at Gorey on the 15th, 16th, and 31st March, and 1st April, 1841. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





VALUATIONS for POOR RATES, IRELAND. 


195 


KILKEEL UNION. 


The Union of Kilkeel occupies the southern portion of the county of Down, and comprises Kil^. 
the barony of Mourne and part of the barony of Upper Iveagh. . , • t> • Extent and popula- 

The villages of Rosstrevor, Kilkeel, and Newcastle, lie within the Union. Its area is tion of the Union. 
81 726 statute acres ;* of these above 32,000f consist of mountain. Its population is 
The Union was declared on the 29th of July, 1839, and was divided into 10 Electoral 
Divisions. The first election of guardians took place on the 31st of August, 1»3J. ifte 
number of elected guardians is 16, and of ex-officio guardians 5. n^mn^HtePflnnnint- 

At the first meeting of the Board, on the 7th 

appointed to inquire into the best mode of obtaining a fair valuation ot the U thebestmodeofob- 

On the 25th of September, the Committee reported that they considered Umfiitti s vaiuauon evaluation. 

too low, and recommended a new valuation. , , iooq tt 

Mr. loho Wilson was appointed sole yalnalor on the 26th of Octoher, 1839. He was oomniended. 
farmer in the county of Down, and had been from time to time engaged to value of 

rivate individuals. He was then the valuator of the Dmen of Banbndge and Ne wry. and 


private individuals. He was then tne valuator ot uie uiiuyu w. Valuator, 

has since been appointed to value the Unions of Newtownards and Downpa ri . Remuneration to 

neration agreed on with the valuator was 21. per thousand acres for arable land, and 11. pel 

thousand acres for mountain. , , ,, 1 1 <. •„ tEp. TTnlrtn 

On the 19th of December, a circular was sent to the landlords and agents m *e Union, 
requesting them to send lists of their tenants, with the number of acres contained m each 

*' NTortier proceedings appear to have been leken by the Board respecting the valuation, 

nor anv instructions given to the valuator during its progress. _ VirtriVo fni- fivn 

Griffith's valuatioS field-books, the Ordnance maps, copies of the Doeaments furnish- 

parishes, and the county cess applotmenls. were furnished to Mr. VSalson He sMes that he ed, 
only used these documents to ascertain the boundaries and the numbei of acres in the posses 

“°Hf hTdiTeTSStants, two of whom he seye were professional vah.ators, iv^ Asshtanl Valua- 

instructed himself, and whom he was in the habit of employing. The thwd was well acquainted tois. 
with the neighhonrhood of Kilkeel. and was recommended to Mr. Wilson by some of the 
guardians, t'liev valued different parts of the Union ; but he states that he sometimes 
made them check each other, and he occasionally checked therri both himseh. _ 

He resfded at Banhridge. about 1,6 miles off; and whilst his assistants were ™ghSed m 
valuing the Union, he generally came once or twice a-week to inspect and check their 

'“The°”mtrnctions which he gave his assistants will be found stated in his evidence. One of 
them had been a bailiff andfaluator on Lord Kilmorey’s estate, 

portion of the Union; and he directed him to value something higher than he had done 

Mr. Wilson states that he took for test of value the average of the rents actually paid upon °4''oy“vaIna- 

" ftj i?vrthat in the Union of Kilkeel, there is more competition for land, and higher rents 
arepaidihant ‘a^y other portion of the county of Do™; ccotdmg^ valuation 

is some, hing higher than ^ Kil- Co„p.,i,on ofvalu- 

His valuation, ho thinks, is perhaps D per ceni. mgiie sometimes 20 per cent, ation with rents, 

morey estate where moderate rents are paid, and from 10 to IS, and sometimes an pe, 
below the rents on other estates. , . , , i i i . oc„ xj- 

He knows land near Kilkeel, let at 50v. '’f ,mte that 

siders that 60s. is a rack-rent for that land. Mr. Atkinson an “ .8aa ^ 
one of his neighbours pays 70f. a-year for a farm of 60 or 70 acres. It is . allied at 63(. 18s^, 

- - ■ surl that mL: than 70(. a-year, perhaps 801.. B'*™ T . 


and he 
portion of 


B froiii’ three to four acres; farms of that Small farms. 


site, near the sTa,‘'Xich\U“?oodtms’! Td po«f (-» "-'tent.) are valued at from 

25v. to 30v.; some of them are „ne po"™, 


the larm, is about one-tounn oi me vuiuv g. t- *1, p 1,^ Wmeri bia patimate one-iourtnoi me 

two-thirds of the profits. 5 From his statements, it would appear that he lormed h e produce; 

r * 1 ! 1 Ti wLnaiapriua a farm of 10 or 20 acres, and calculating what rent for a grazing farm, 

of the value of land by considering a ^ rpasonable remuneration for his two-thirds of the 

the tenant could afford to pay, reserving t f r fDi-ma nf all sizes subject, however, profits. 

labour: and that he adopted the same acreable value for fai ms ot all sizes, j Valuation of small 

farms. 

* Appendix to Sixth Report of Poor Law Commissioners. 

+ See Mr. Wilson's evidence, A^exdix. • • 

t Appendix to Sixth Report of Poor Law Commissioners. 

I See Mr. Wilson’s evidence, Appendix. 2 j) 
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Kilkeel. 


He adopted Grif- 
fith’s valuation for 
the mountains. 


Valuation of houses 
in towns. 


Assistant Valua- 
tor’s mode ol valu- 
ing. 


Dissatisfaction 
with it. 


Valuation submit- 
ted to Valuation 
Committee. 

Errors in the valua- 
tion. 

No regular Valua- 
tion Committee for 
the purpose of revi- 

The books sent 
to the Guardians. 
Valuation subject 
to further revision. 


to this qualification, that he made allowances for the great competition there is for small 
farms, and that he valued them something higher. 

He states that his principle of valuation generally corresponds with the rents charged by 
fair landlords. 

• He adopted Griffith’s valuation for the mountains. His assistants did not value the towns 
he valued them himself; and for houses above the value of 5/. was generally guided by 
Griffith’s valuation, to which he added 50 per cent., and thus restored them to the original 
valuation set upon them by Griffith, without the deduction directed by the Act under which 
that valuation was made. 

His valuation of houses in towns appears to be nearer the rent than his valuation of 
farms. The clerk of the Union states that houses at Kilkeel, which are let at 4/., are valued 
at 3^. lOi’. 5 and he thinks that Al. is the highest rent that could be got for such houses. 
A guardian residing at Newcastle, considers that Wilson valued the houses there at more than 
would be paid for them by yearly tenants. 

Tbe valuator states that, by adding about 30 per cent, to Griffith’s valuation of every town- 
land, as an allowance for houses, improvements, &e., he brings the value to what he con- 
siders a fair rent between landlord and tenant. 

Mr. Atkinson, a guardian, states that, in his division, the assistant did not visit every 
tenement, but that he added 20 or 30 per cent, to Griffith’s valuation of every townland, 
according to the number and condition of the houses, and then found the relative value of 
each tenement by referring to the county cess applofments. 

The assistant valuators appear to have given great dissatisfaction, and to have made many 
mistakes, both in the value and areas of the tenements. 

The valuation commenced about March or April, 1840. The greater portion of it was 
finished and presented to the Board in September. 

It was referred to the Valuation Committee, who found a great many inaccuracies; and 
the books were returned to Mr. Wilson, to be revised. 

He was obliged, he says, to re-value all that portion of the Union which had been valued 
by the assistant who was recommended to him by the guardians. 

He laid the revised valuation before the Board on the 20th of January, 1841. 

No regular Valuation Committee was appointed to revise the valuation; but the books of 
the several divisions were sent for inspection to the respective guardians. They found that 
there were still a great many errors, which they pointed out to the valuator, who appears in 
most instances to have made the required corrections. 

The valuation, at the time of the inquiry, had only been open for a few days, for the 
inspection of the rate-payers j and the valuation must therefore be considered as subject to 
further revision. All the guardians, however, except two or three, seemed to be satisfied with 
the revised valuation. 


Comparison of valu- 
ation of Kilkeel 
with that of other 
Unions. 

Number of existing 
leases. 

10/, electors. 


Mr. Wilson states that his valuation of Kilkeel is something higher than his valuations of 
the Unions of Banhridge and Newry, and that the Unions of Lisburn and Lurgan are 
valued upon a lower scale than any of the Unions he has valued. 

It is stated by all those who were examined that there are very few leases in the Union, 
and that when the old leases expire the landlords are not in the habit of renewing them. 

In the whole Union, the population of which exceeds 26,000, there are only 48 registered 
10/. electors at present entitled to vote, being one in 559. In the divisions of Mullartown 
and Kiltown, containing together a population of 3,900, there are but two 40/. electors. 

There are eight 10/. electors in the Union registered in 1832, who have not since renewed 
their registi-ies. 

^ Comparisons have been made of the valuations of the tenements of electors, and the result 
will appear by the following tables : — 


Total 

Number 

Number of £10 Electors now entitled to Vote, rated at sums 

Not 

Appears 
in Rate- 
Book 

lord. 


£5 and 
£0. 

£6 and 
£7. 

£7 and 
under 
£8. 

£8 and 
£9. 

£9 and 
£10. 

£10 and 
£15. 

£15 and 
under 
£20. 

£20 and 
£30’.*^ 

£30 and 
upwards 

48 

1 

0 

4 

1 

1 

3 

8 

* 

12 

9 

3 

1 


Total 

Electors. 

Number of £10 Electors now entitled to Vote, rated at sums 

Total 

rated under 
£10. 

Under £10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

48 

10 

7 

6 

5 

1 

1 

39 
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Number of £10 Electors 

now entitled to Vote, holding 



Total 

Number 

^ & 

5 acres 
under 10 

10 acres 
and under 
15 acres. 

15 acres 
and under 
20 acres. 

20 acres 
and under 

30 acres 
and under 

50 acres 
and under 
75 acres. 

75 acres 
and lender 
100 acres. 

100 acres 
upwards. 

Number 

not 

48 

9 

2 

3 

• 

6 

11 

3 

• 

2 

" 

6 


Number of £10 Electors Registered in 1832, and not since Re-registered, so far as traced. 


Total 

No. 


£5 and 
under 
£6. 

£6 and 

£7 and 
£8. 

£8 and 
'^£9. 

£0 and 
£10. 

£10 and 
£15. 

£15 and 
under 
£20. 

£20 and 
£30. 

£30 

upwards 

Regis- 

Dead. 

8 

" 






2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Number of £10 Electors Registered in 1832, and not since Re-registercd. 


Total. 

Holding 

No acreage in 
Rate- book. 


I Not traced. 

Q 

Under 5 

under 10. 

10 acres 
and 

under 15. 

15 awes 

under 20. 

20 acres 
and 

uniler 30 

30 awes 
under 50. 

50 acres 

75 acres 
under 100 

100 

upwards. 

8 

2 




1 






1 


1 

_ 


The 11 who hold less than five acres live in towns, or in tlie neighbourhood of towns, and 
their holdings are thus enlianced in value. 


2 D2 


Kilkeel. 
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APPENDIX tc REPORTS relathe to the 


COOTEHILL UNION. 


Cootehill. 


Valuation Committee. 


Documents furnished 
to Valuator. 


Valuator’s mode of 
valuing. 


Relation of valuation 
to the rent. 


Relation of valuation 
to the rack-rents. 


Townfields. 


Valuator had no 
assistants. 
Valuation occupied 
about four mouth. 


The field-books are 
sent to the Guardians 
of the several divi- 


REPORT. 

The Union of (Cootehill consists of 12 Electoral Divisions, eight of which He in the countv 
ot Cavan, and four in the county of Monaghan. It contains 105,150 statute acres, and \ 
population of 63,472.* ‘‘ 

. "'“S dedwetl 0.1 the lOth of August, 1839. The number of elected guardians 

IS IS, and of ex-officio guardians SIX. ^ 

On the 18th of September, 1839, the Board appointed a Committee of eight to inquire into 
the best mode of obtaining a valuation. ° ^ ^ 

1 , u Comnii^^^^^ that the valuation could, in their opinion 

be best effected by taking Griffith s valuation as a guide, leaving it to a competent valuator 
to revise and adapt it, so that the tenement of each occupier should be set down at the fair 
and reasonable letting value. 

They further recommended the members of the Board to exert themselves to procure the 
assistance and cordial co-operation of the landlords and all persons interested 
Corarffitter^^^'"^'^ Committee be continued, and act as a permanent Valuation 

On the 8th May, 1839, Mr. William Wilson was appointed valuator. He was anro 
fes^onal man, and had valued the Union of Newcastle in the county of Limerick ^ 

The documents furnished to him were copies of the tithe-books, Griffith’s valuation field 
bojiks for the four Electoral Divisions, situated in the county of Monaghan, and the Ordnance 

el Jlf examined; but the 

clerk of the Union describes his mode of valuing thus'-— ’ 

. "R™“s 'veve furmehedto him by most of the laudlords and agents in the Union ■ he 
mserted m his held boot, the name of the occupier, the number of ac.-es, and the reriaid 
for each tenement. Ple adopted the rent, if. upon visiting the tenement, he consideS Sat 

iig to his olnrieivs " ° ‘‘ ““'‘‘i- 

to ,h i" ‘ho U»ion are large proprietors, and indulgent 

lot for considerably below what the land wSuld 

; In the greater portion _of the Union,” ho say.,, - the valuation is the same as or within 
a few shillings of the rent. On some estates where the landlords are very induleent to their 

rLus h lU a“nTsrZu ""n’ ™cnlions instances! where the 

rent is /l IUj. and 8^.,_and the valuation 9/. ; and m others where the rent is 61 the vabn- 

and ' instances of rack-rents where the rent is 91. and the valuation 6^ • 

“gh rents are” p‘‘id",h„l 

On one property, which the clerk stated to be let at the highest rent, that could be wot the 
valuation amounts to 67f. and the rent to 851. These rents Ire paid “ 

The farms are chiefly tillage farms, and vaiy in c.vtent from three to six acres There are 

not many of an extent over 12 or 15 acres »ia. ciuies. .mere are 

mem! ““ fee the house offices, improve- 

pay fe “>» *«™ of Cootehill the occupiers 

re:s|!i!-r?1-tSe!ll!:ih¥S^ 

riel. ” °He hta^ytaTumr^f””/'”’” ‘r* “ '”'«*■) “ fe”“‘ 

lease, and that is vaked !. ILt 5oI ' ^ ™”‘' -> 

Thf >‘c commenced the valuation on the 25th March 1840 

tvasonpJLSs”^^^ -»a. timis. a..d 

gon°e;altti:Mo„""''' ^ which gave 

toli!n™cted^“lhfo“! v' field books were complete, and sent to the several guardians 
..ispectcd, 1 he guardians considered them correct , and suggested but few altirations. 

Appendix to Sixth Report of Poor Law Commissioners, 
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Several days were fixed for meetings of the Valuation Committee, but only one or two 
members attended. 

The valuation was approved of both by landlords and rate-payers. 

There were only 96 objections. They were all from occupiers, for being overrated. Of 
these, some were withdrawn ; and in the rest some slight reduction was made. 

The clerk states, that there are a good many leases in the Union, that many have been 
granted lately, and that the landlords are generally disposed to grant leases. 

The valuations of several townlands in different Electoral Divisions were compared with 
Griffith’s valuation. The Poor Law valuation was found to vary from Mr. Griffith’s in a 
different degree in each townland. It was, in general, from 15 to 30 per cent, above it. In 
one instance Mr. Wilson’s valuation was 10 per cent, below Griffith’s. (See Appendix, 
evidence.) 


The total area in statute acres comprised in those townlands amount to . 13,325a. 

The amount of Mr. Wilson’s valuation is £9,891 

„ Griffith’s £7,953 


From this it appears that Mr. Griffitli’s valuation of these townlands is on an average 
19j per cent, below Mr. Wilson’s. According to Mr. Wilson, the average value per acre is 
145. lOd., and according to Griffith, ll5. lid. 

The number of lOh electors at present entitled to vote, whose tenements are situated within 
the Union, is 330, being an average of one elector to every 192 inhabitants. 

The number of 10^. electors who were registered in 1832, and have not renewed their 
registries, is 151. 

Comparisons have been made of the valuations of their tenements, and the result will 
appear from the following tables : — 


1. — Numbeh of £10 Electors now entitled to vote. 



Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 



Total. 

£20, or af 


nX 

under 

under 

under 

under 

un^er 

their 



£20. 

£20. 

£10. 



£7. 





330 

148 

173 

38 

23 

14 

9 

6 

’ 

2 

1 

8 


2. — Number of£l0 Electors register 

d in 1832, and not since re-registered. 



Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

Rated at 

;Rated at 

Rated at 

‘Rated at 


Could 

Total. 


i.>u!ur 

under 

undiTr 

under 

under 

under 

under 

their 



£20. 

£20. 

£10. 

£9. 




£5. 



lal 

44 

S5 

20 

14 

6 

4 

3 

3 


17 


3. — NuMBEa of £10 Electors now entitled to vole, holding 


Total. 

a™? 

5 Acres 
under 

10 Acres 
and 

15. 

15 Acres 

”20. 

20 Acres 

"30!^ 

30 Acres 
and 

50. 

50 Acres 
and 

75. 

75 Acres 
“lOO."^ 

100 Acres 
upwards. 

Acreage 

ascertained. 

330 

18 

10 

73 

78 

81 

43 

7 

3 

3 

14 


4 . — Number of £10 Electors registered in 1832, and not since registered, holding 


1 

Total 1 
registered. ■ 


5 Acres 
'^lo! 

10 Acres 

under 

15. 

15 Acres 

20 Acres 
and 
under 
30. 

30 Acres 
and 

“so^ 

50 Acres 

under 

75. 

75 Acres 
and 

100.' 

100 Acres, 
upwards. 

Acreage ' 
1 not 

' ascertained. 

151 

2 


29 

27 

39 

16 

7 

0 

2 

24 


CooleMll. 

Valuation Committee. 
Objections. 

Leases. 

Relation of Poor Law 
valuation to Griffith’s 
valuation. 


10/. Electors. 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


5 . — Number of £\0 Electors now entitled to vote, paying Rents. 


Total number 
whose Rents 
could be 
ascertained. 

^£5. 

£S 

and under 
£10. 

£10 

and under 
20. 

£20 

and under 
£30. 

£30 

and under 
£40. 

£40 

and under 
£50. 

£50 

and under 
£75. 

£75 

and under 
£100. 

£100 

and 

upwards. 

255 

20 

59 

113 

50 



1 

00 

00 

6.— Nu 

MBER Ol 

£10 Electors registered in 1832, and not since re-registered, paying Re 

Us. 

Total number 
whose Rents 
could be 
ascertained. 

Under 

£5. 

£5 

and under 
£10. 

£10 

and under 
£20. 

£20 

and under 
£30. 

£30 

and under 
£40. 

£40 

and under 
£50. 

£50 

and under 
£75. 

£75 

and under 
£100. 

£100 

and 

upwards. 

106 

8 

17 

57 

12 

6 

3 


3 



Number of Electors now entitled to Vote, holding 


Total number 
whose Rents 
could be 
ascertained. 

1 Tenements whose Valuation exceeds Rent 

By £10 
and upwards. 

' By £5, 

1 and by sums 
between £5 
' and £10. 

By less than 
£5. 

! Valuation 
Isaine as Rent. 

i 

Valuation 
under Rent. 

255 

38 

i 62 

65 

33 

53 


Number of £10 Electors Registered in 1832, and not since Re-registered, holding 


Total number 
whose Rents 
could be 
ascertained. 

Tenements whose Valuation exceeds Rent 

By £10 
and upwards. 

By £5, 
and by sums 
between £5 
.and £10. 

By less than 
£5. 

Valuation 
same as Rent 

Valuation 
under Rent. 

106, 

20 

12 

30 

24 

20 


10/. electors now en- 
titled to vote. 


10/. electors regis- 
tered in 1832 who 
have not renewed. 


The rents of the 330 10^. electors, who are at present entitled to vote, could only be ascer- 
tained in 255 instances. 

The total area in statute acres comprised in those 255 tenements is 
6,226a. Or. 36p. 

The total amount of the valuation is 

The total amount of rent paid is 

Being an average area comprised in each tenement of 24a. Ik. 26p. 

An average rating of 

An average rent of 

An average excess of rating above rent of . . . 

An average rating per acre of 

An average rent per acre of 


. £5,184 

10 

0 

, 3,954 

0 

7 

20 

6 

7 

15 

10 

i 

4 

16 

6 

0 

16 

7 

0 

12 

8 


The rents of the 151 lOU. electors who were registered in 1832, and 
could only be ascertained in 106 instances. 

The total area in statute acres comprised in those 106 tenements is 
2,651a. Ik. 5p. 

The total amount of the valuation is 

The total amount of rent paid 

Being an average number of acres in each tenement of 25a. Or. 2p. 

An average rating of 

An average rent of 

An average excess of rating above rent of 

An average rating per acre of 

An average rent per acre of ... 


not since re^ 


£2,109 14 
1,519 0 


20 15 
14 6 
6 8 
0 16 
0 U 


0 

0 


0 

7 

5 
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In the Appendix will be found a comparison of valuations with rents in 540 instances, 
which were taken without selection from estates of different proprietors in the several Electoral 


Divisions, and the result is that 

The total area comprised in those 540 tenements amounts to 7,056a. 

The total amount of the valuations of the same tenements is . .£5,172 0 0 

The total amount of the rent 5,064 0 0 

Being an average of excess of rating above rent of 2.J per cent. 

An average number of acres in each tenement of 13 a. IOp. 

An average rating per acre of 0 14 7f 

An average rent per acre of 0 14 4j 

Of those 580 tenements, 86 are rated at sums under 5Z. 

The area in statute acres comprised in the 86 tenements, rated under 
bl., amounts to 403 a. 

The amount of their valuations is 258 13 0 

The amount of their rents 248 18 0 

Being an average of excess of rating above rent of 3^ per cent. 

An average number of acres in each tenement of 4 a. 2r. 28p. 

An average rating per acre of . 01210 

An average rent per acre of . tO 12 4 


Inquiry held at Cotehill, March 20, 21, 1841. 

Charles Kelly. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORTS relative to the 


ROSCREA UNION- 


REPORT. 


It contains 19 elec- 


Union declared. The Union of Roscrea was declared on the 8th of May, 1839. 

Situation. toral Divisions, six of which are in the county of Tipperary, five m the Queen s County, 

and eight in the King’s County. The county Tipperary portion of he ‘ ^he 

baronv of Ikerrin, the King’s County portion in the baronies of Clonlisk and Balljbnt. and 
the remaining portion, which is in the Queen’s County, is m the barony of Upper Osso y or 
Extent and nopula- Centred of Clandonagh, as it is sometimes called. The acreable extent of the ennie Union 
tion of Union. ^ is 155,374« statute acres, and the population in 1831 was 60,374, winch are thus distributed 

according to the counties of which portions are comprised in the Union; viz.. 50,574 statute 
acres, with a population of 22.906, in the county Tipperary ; 37,786 statute acres, with a 
population of 18,041, in the King’s County; and 66,015 statute acres, with a population of 
20,582, in the Queen s Countv. Thus in the entire Union there is a population of one inha- 
bitant for every two acres and a half, or thereabouts. The number of Guardians in the Union 
is 37,t— 28 being elected, and 9 ex-officio. r • i i » 

Union valued by The valuation of the Union was done by Mr. Henry Scroope, a professional valuator— an 

Mr. Henry Scroope. Eiielishman by birth, and brought up in an English valuator s office, though for a consider- 
able period past resident in this country. He is agent for the 1 ortarlmgton Trust property, 
and for several other properties in the Union of Roscrea and elsewhere m that district, a 
circumstance which gave him not only a very extensive knowledge of the Union, but also 

considerable experience in the valuation and letting oflands withm It. i - t 

Mr. Scroope, in his valuation of the Union, appears to have adopted such a scale that each 
occupier at liis valuation should have an interest in his holding. The limited time allowed 
for the valuation, and the very small remuneration for their services given to the valuators, 
would not admit of that nice discrimination which might have been expected if the valuator 
had been employed to ascertain the positive and real value (as between landlord and tenant.) 
of the different tenements, and had been allowed sufficient time and remuneration for tliat 
purpose. The extent of the Roscrea Union, Mr. Scroope said, to have done it proper justice 
Uuld, if valued for a proprietor, have given him employment for two or three years. 

The necessary consequence of the limited time allowed for the valuation was, that the 
valuator went, as he stated, on the principle of being quite sure that he had given the tenant 
the advantage, instead of the landlord, and according to the evidence of some ot the per.sons 
examined, he is even further below the letting value than he professed to go. 

In towns Mr. Scroope valued the houses, according to his statement, about lo per cent, 
below the letting value, common farm-houses in the country at a very low value, and gentle- 
men’s seats at sums varying from 10/. to 35/., in addition to the value of the land. 

In this Union a Committee of revision of valuation was appointed, consisting ot lour er- 
officio, and three elected Guardians. To this Committee some of the valuation books which 
\v^re first completed, were submitted for revision, and being satisfied with the valuation, the 
Committee did not meet for further revision, and the Board unanimously expressed their 
approbation of the manner in which Mr. Scroope had valued the Union. (Appendix, 

Evidence of Mr. Prittie.) . , i c - u i 

The result of the evidence is that Mr. Scroope’s valuation is 10 to 15 per cent, below the 
letting value according to his own statement, and according to the evidence of Captain bmylli, 
15 to 20 per cent, below the fair letting value, that is, below the rent at which an occupier 
wUn^^X"«odh ^vould stifi have an interest in his farm, for which Captain Smyth says he could get a pu_i- 
s " "o' « chaser of from 8i. to lOf. per acre. That his v.laation is at least 25 per cent. ^1 .a 

some cases 50 per cent, below the rack-rent, and that, m an instance given by Mr. O Uriel., 
the clerk of the Union, (see Appendix) for a farm of 54 Irish acres, valued by Mr. Scroope 
at 48/., a fine of 100/. and a rent of 80s. per acre was oftered and refused. _ 

Pronorticmofvalua- In any cases where the rents have been ascertained, the relation which the valuation bears 
tion to rent not uni- to them, it will be seen on referring to the Appendix, is not uniform; Mr.bcroopes stare- 

form. ment is, that his valuation in very few, if in any cases, exceeds the rents. Ihe explanations 

Cause. jje gives of some instances to which his attention was subsequently drawn by letter, m whicn 

the rents are lower than his valuation, are, that fines have been pqid, or that the tenants 

hold under old leases. J , c n j n 

Beneficial interest. The beneficial interest, using that term to express the clear annual profit actually made ny 
16/. per annum. occupiers of the class of farms valued at about 5/., in the Union of Roscrea, alter deduc mg 

* Sixth Report of the Poor Law Commissioners, Appendix. 

t Sixth Report of the Poor Law Commissioners, Appendix. „ io,i 

t Letter from Mr. Scroope. . , ^ Roscrea, April 9. 

“ Dear Sir,— The facts which you seem to be surprised at are owinir either lo fines having 
paid, or to the tenants holding under old leases ; no doubt when their present titles cease they will lie luny 
charged as high as i have rated them at, and probably in all instanws^higher.^^ 

“ Cooper in Loran has an old lease oflives renewable for ever, Mr. Roe buying the lands subject to 
this lease. 

“ D. Greacy holds on an old lease also. 

“ To W. P. Leatham, Esq.” 


Scale of valuation. 


Valuator went on 
the principle quite 
sure of giving the 
advantage to the 
tenant. 

Valuation of 
houses. 

Committee of 
revision. 


Result of evidence 
15 to 20 per cent, 
below letting value. 
Tenant’s interest at 
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rent, taxes, and all the expense of cultivation, appears to be (see Mr. Scroope’s evidence. 
Appendix) about 15^. per annum, and the sum which a solvent tenant would give over 
and above the rent, is stated by Mr. Scroope to be about 4/.* — showing that if the solvent 
tenant test is used to measure the lOl. parliamentary franchise, the occupiers valued in this 
Union at 5^. have less than half the necessary qualification ; but if the beneficial interest test 
be taken, they have something more — the 10/. franchise being very nearly a mean between 
their interest, as ascertained by the two tests. 

Of the 10/. voters traced in the Union of Roscrea, the analysis will be as follows : 


Additional rent 
obtainable, 4/. 
Interest of 3/. occu- 
jiiers a mean be- 
tvveen the two tests 
of franchise. 


igistered from 1832 to the present date, who have 
f entitled to vote, having been registered previous 
Of these 41, the numbere classified as on the 


Of these 258, being all the 10/. Electors re^ 
been traced in the Rate Book, 41 are not now 
to April, 1833, and not re-registered since, 
above table will be — 




Number 


which the rents which have been ascertained exceed the 
umber, and are classified according to amount of excess, thus- 


1 the Union, owing, as was stated, to an indisposition on the 
ke voters, and to have their tenants going against them at 

William P. Leathem. 
the 18th, 19th, and 20th of March, 1841. 

in the following way : Taking the extent of a farm valued 
Dope’s evidence, n acres, the extent of a farm valued at 5l., would be six 
interest in which at the highest rate mentioned by Mr. Scroope (16/.) would 


* This sum may be ascertained by calculation 
at 51. 155. to be as in Mr. Serqope’s evidence, 
acres and a half, the tenant's •.vh:c.. a. 

be 97/. 10^. — ^Then 

Th.ycatly value ot9;i,10s.0Aoalonlafed»t 15-59 year’, purchase (bein. the value of 

a 31 year's lease allowing 5 per cent.) would be 

County cess (about) 

Deduel 15 per cent, on Mr. Scroope’s valuation, bein; the excess of rent over valualion, 
as stated by him . • ■ • 

■Value of tenant's interest . . • * ’ 

This calculation is made on the supposition that the tenant is paying a fair «nt or 15 per 
Mr. Scroope-s valuation. The highest sum (15/,) mentioned by Mr. Scroope as 
would get for his interest in a lease of 20 or 31 jears. is It ho^ 

numbei- of years’ purchase will be 12-82 years (being the value of a 

and the result will be that the tenant’s interest, which in the former case was 6/. 5s. will m 
5/.lJ.4d. 2 E 
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Number of £10 Electors traced 

n Rate-book, holding 



Total No. 
of £10 
Electors 

s 

5 Acres 
under 10. 

10 and 
under 
15. 

under 

20. 

20 and 
30. 

SO and 
50. 

50 and 
75. 

100. 

100 Acres 
upwards. 

258 

31 

16 

24 

39 

51 

46 

29 

9 

13 



Number of instances 

n which the Excess of Valuation (where ascertained 
rent is — 

)over 

Total No. 
of instances 
of Excess. 

£l" 

’^£ 2 ! 

£2 

u^er 

£3 

und« 

£4 

and 

£3. 

£5 

and 

£6. 

£6 

under 

£7 

£^. 

£8 

£9 

£10. 

£10 

up- 

32 


6 

6 

3 

3 

4 

3 

1 



3 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


BALLINASLOE UNION. 


Ballinasloe. 


REPORT. 


Date cif ileclarution 
oi' Union. 

Arsa and population. 


First meeting of 
Guardians, 16th July, 
183‘J. 

No sufficient survey 
or valuation in exist- 


A Valuator to te ad- 
vertised for, 

Valuation Committee 
appointed. 


Mr. Charles Cooper 
appointed Valuator. 


Valuator directed not 
to take landlords’ 
rents info account. 
Sum voted to Valua- 
tor to enable him to 
obtain tracings of 
Ordnance Survey. 
Wardens instructed 
to afforded Valuator 
every assistance and 
iiilormation. 
Committee report 
ihiit they have gone 
through the v.aluation 
of the different divi- 

Valualor directed to 
put a proper valuation 
on the tolls of Canal. 
£150 perlrish mile, 
a fair valuation. 


Qualification of Valu- 


Employed an as- 
sistant. 


In Roscommon Ord- 
nance Survey adopted. 
In Galway portion 
obliged to depend on 
general information. 

Visited each fown- 

Believcs that Mr. 
Philipps did the same. 


Valuator sent assis- 
tant to ascertain 
names of occupiers. 

llivided lands into 

Local circumstances, 
t.ikeu into cnnsideia- 
tion. 

Test of value. 


Ballinasloe Union was declared by an order of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 6th 
June, 1S39. 

It extends over a space of 198 square miles, containing an area of 126,994 statute acres 
and a population of 97,581 . It consists of 22 Electoral Divisions, three of which, namely, 
Creagh, Moore, and Taghmaconnell, are in the county of Roscommon, and the remainder in 
Galway. The number of guardians is 48, of whom 36 are elected and 12 are ex-officio. 

The first meeting of guardians was held on the 16fh of July, 1839, at which it was resolved, 

That it be communicated to the Poor Law Commissioners that there is no survey or valuation 
in existence by which it would be desirable to go in making a valuation of the Ballinasloe 
Union ; but that the Ordnance survey in Galway county is in such a state of forwardness as 
in ail probability to be available for the purpose; it is already published for Roscommon, and 
is available for that part of the Union. 

It was also resolved, — That advertisements should be inserted in the Dublin Advertiser for 
tenders from persons duly qualified to make a valuation of the Union. 

At the same meeting a Valuation Committee was appointed, consisting of three ex-officio 
and four elected guardians, who were directed lo report to the Board from time to time ; and 
at a subsequent meeting two more elected guardians were added to the Committee. 

At a meeting of the Board, held on the 28th September, 1839, tenders from valuators 
having been opened and read, and the several persons proposing for the valuation of the 
Union having been called in and examined, Mr. Charles Cooper was elected valuator, and 
accepfed the terms agreed to by the Board, namely, 300f. to be given for the valuation, 
IOj. per day for attendance before magistrates in support of the valuation, and nothing in 
case it was not sustained, and for re-valuation one farthing per acre. 

The valuator was directed by the Board not to take into account the landlords’ rents, or to 
refer to them in any way in making his valuation. 

As it was considered that a trace from the Ordnance survey of the Galway part of the 
Union would facilitate his progress, a sum of J7l. was voted to him to procure the same, and 
instructions were given to the several wardens to obtain for him all the information he mii^ht 
require in their respective Electoral Divisions, and to afibrd him every facility in their power 
in making his valuation. 

The Valuation Committee having from time to time inspected the valuation of the different 
Electoral Divisions that were submitted to them, on the 6th of February, 1841, reported that 
they had gone through the valuation of the entire Union. 

I'he Board met on the 6th of March following, examined the valuation, and directed Mr- 
Cooper to put a proper valuation on the tolls of the Grand Canal in the different Electoral 
Divisions through which it passed. 

The valuator reported at the next meeting, on the 20th of the same month, that 150^. per 
Irish mile w'ould be a fair valuation on the canal: he was instructed to value it accordingly, 
and the valuation was then declared to be complete.' — (See Extracts from Minute Book, 
Api’ENorx.) 

Mr. Cooper is a professional valuator and surveyor : he was engaged during six years on 
the Ordnance survey, and for five years he has practised on his own account. He associated 
with him in the valuation of the Union a Mr. Philipps, who is stated to be also a professional 
valuator and surveyor, and has been employed extensively in England and in this country by 
the Shannon Improvement Commissioners. 

In the Roscommon portion of the Union the valuator adopted the Ordnance survey, deduct- 
ing however from the areas so ascertained all bogs and other waste land ; but in the Gaiway 
portion, where the survey was not sufficiently advanced to enable him to procure tracings of 
it, he was obliged to depend on the general information which he obtained from occupiers and 
landlords, and in some parishes from the tithe applotments. 

He visited each townland in that part of the Union which he valued, and he believes that 
Mr. Philipps did the same in the portion with which he was intrusted, but he does not under- 
take to say that each individual tenement was visited. As to the course which Mr. Phiiipps 
did pursue, we had unfortunately no means of ascertaining it, for he was not in that part of 
the country when we visited the Union. 

One of the first, steps that the valuator took was to send an assistant, through the Union, to 
visit each tenement for the purpose of ascertaining the name of the occupiers. He also directed 
him to apply to landlords for the extent of their property and the contents of their tenants’ 
holdings; and he afterwards tested, by his own personal inspection, the correctness of the 
information which he thus obtained. In estimating the value of land, “ he divided it into four 
classes according to its quality, and valued all lands of the same class at the same rate,” 
making allowance, however, for such local circumstances as might tend to enhance or diminish 
the value; and the test of value which he adopted was the fair and reasonable rent between 
landlord and tenant, founded on the general letting value of land in the Union. — (See 
Valuator’s evidence. Appendix.) 
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Ballinasloe. ■ 

In estimating the net annual value, he did not seem to go upon any fixed definite principle, 

or enter into any calculation to determine the proportion of the produce to which the landlord ^ 

is fairly entitled. He adopted, (as he states,) as a test of value, the rent which a solvent tenant could 
tenant, making a prudent arrangement, would give j but he was unable satisfactorily to explain 
the process by which he ascertained that fair rent, otherwise than by reference to the actual 
letting value ofland in the Union. — (Valuator’s evidence, Appendix.) 

The valuation of large and small holdings were made on the same scale, with this exception. Small and large lioid- 
however, that a farm-house which would not be taken into account in a large farm would be valued on the 
considered as enhancing the value of a small holding. 

The valuator states that there is such anxibty to ob^tain possession of land, that he has known Instance of effect of 
from 8^. to 10^. per acre paid for land not held on lease, which was subject to a lease at \l. ari for land, 

acre, and which rent was fully up to the value that he put on it. — (See Valuator’s evidence. 

Appendix.) However, although such great competition does prevail, the lands in the Union, Lands on large es- 
at least those of most of the large proprietors, are stated to be set at a fair and j ust rent, and ** 

not at the outside price which could be obtained for them. The valuator mentions one large One estate on whicli 
estate on which the rents paid, and the valuation as made bv him are nearly equal. — (See the rent and yalna- 
Valuator’s evidence. Appendix.) ‘ 

There are low flat lands in the Union, called the Callows, that extend along the river Suck The Callows valued 
and Shannon, and are liable to' great injury from floods. The valuator took this into con- ceaTfowerthan^rent 
sideration, and, in consequence, valued them from 25 to 50 per cent, under the rent. 

Houses and lands were valued separately, except farm-houses on large holdings, which Houses and lands 
were not valued at all. valued separately. 

There are several small towns in the Union, namely, Ballinasloe, Aheiscragh, Eyrecourt, Towns in the Union. 
Ballygar, and Aughrim ; here the letting value of houses was adopted as a standard. The ^‘"tld 
valuator took the average of the usual rents paid for houses of the same description in the same standard, 
place, also taking into consideration the "good will in trade” of a house as affecting its value. 

The manner in which the revision was effected was this: whenever the valuation of an Mode of revision. 
Electoral Division was completed, the guardians of fliat division met and examined it, and 
then offered such suggestions, and proposed such alterations to the valuator as they considered ^^s^GuaSloiis^ 
necessary ; with most of these suggestions the valuator complied. So that, in fact, the revision possessing local 
of the valuation of each district was effected by those possessing local knowledge. kuosvkdge. 

There are many large farms in the Union, but the majority are small ; the average size of Majority of holdings 
the latter is stated to be five or six acres ; (see Mr. Graydon’s evidence, Appendix ;) almost Union are 
all the large farms are let on lease, but the prevailing tenure throughout the Union is from Large farms on lease, 
year to year. It is stated there are not five per cent of those valued at bl. who have leases, prevailing tenure 
(See Mr. Comyn’s evidence, Appendix.) fram year to year. 

The land appears to be generally set at a fair rate by the large proprietors. In the Galway Average rent in Gal- 
portion of tlie Union the average rent is 25s. per acre, and the valuation about 3s. per acre less. 

(See Mr. Graydon’s evidence. Appendix.) Another gentleman states the valuation to be about valuation 

2s. 6rf. per acre lower than the rent paid. 

On the whole, the valuation throughout the Union seems to be on an average under the ^ 
actual rents / and so far as we could learn, it is generally considered to be lair and uniform, actual rent.' 

— a gentleman, however, who has the management of extensive estates in this Union, and an Considered fair and 
adjoining one, is of a different opinion ; he thinks that the valuation is fully up to, and in some 
cases, higher than the rent which he would consider fair and reasonable, and he does not believe malwho wus fx- ° 
it to be uniform ; the want of uniformity he attributes to the fact, that the revision in different amiued thinks it is 
districts was effected on different plans. — (See Mr. Bermingham’s evidence, Appendix.) 


We ascertained the valuation of 328 £i0 Electors, who are classed as follows : — 


No. of £10 
Electors whose 
valuation was 
ascertained. 

No. of the 
preceding 
valued under 
£10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

328 

100 

87 

70 

56 

16 

23 


Of those, however, 93 were registered in 1832, and have not since re-registered. 


Present Constituency. 


No. of present 
£10 Electors 
whose valuation 

Under 

£10. 

Under 

£9. 

^£8. 


Under 

'£i!“ 

236 

5S 

50 

36 

25 

20 

13 


* When we speak of actual rents, we refer merely to those which are paid on recent lettings, or on 
holdings from )ear to year. 
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APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


Acreage of ^10 Electors. 


No. of 
present £10 
Constitu- 
ency whose 
acrea){e was 
ascertained. 

Number of the £10 Electors occupying Tenements. 

nnte 

and under 
It) acres. 

, 10 acres 
and under 

15 acres 
and under 
20 acres. 

20 acres 
and under 

30 acres 
and under 
50 acres. 

50 acres 

75 acres 
and under 
100 acres. 

100 acres 
upwards. 

236 

26 

19 

9 

24 

76 

47 

22 

1 

5 


N.B. Alljthe tenements under 5 acres have houses built upon them. 


J. Lentaigne. 
Thomas Gather. 
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ATHLONE UNION. 


The Athlone Union comprises 199,109 statute acres, with a population of 73, 0o2 persons, 

of whom 11,406 reside within the borough. The Union is partly m the couny o Proportion of coutt- 

moii, and partly in the county of Westmeath, occupying about one-sixth of the area ot the ties in which situate. 

fni-iner and nearlv one-fourth of the latter county.* , , jn 

There are 19 Electoral Divisions, and 36 Guardians, of whom 27 are elected, and 9 are Number 

^^AUhe' first meeting of the Board of Guardians, held upon the 18th of May, 1839, it was p“o\'eedrngs of tlie 
resolved, that there did not exist any valuation available or sufficient for the purpose ot ^ 

estimating the net annual value of rateable hereditaments, hut that the Ordnance Survey was tion. 

‘'l‘“vl“atiorCommiltee, composed ot two ett-ofBcio and five elected Guardians was AYslnata^^^ 

’’’ElTthe 'eth orj^n^Mowing, the Board resolved to advertise for a professional valuator ; Valoator appomlecl. 
and on the 28th of same month, Mr. Hughes was appointed to value the tenements within 

''’Mj^Hugh^fs t’’ci’vii°cngtaeor and professional valnator, who has also been valuator of His qaaliEeat.ons. 
the Sligo Union, and states that he has had much experience m his protessiom , , , 

The only documents furnished to him were, the Ordnance Survey, and the rental ol one Dooum.m 

landovvner. (See Mr tenement several tlines, and Valuator visited . 

toeUnil conswlL iS advantages or disadvantages. (See Mr. Hughes' ev.denee, eaoh teoentent. 

^Ta'sceHained the contents of each tenement, and the names of the occupiers in each H»JKas asce.s. 

townland, from the residents upon It. ..f v«1ne the rent® of Lord Castle- Standard of value 

The valuator professes to have adopted as a standard of ^^1 ■ ^ re-isonable rent adopted by the 

V within the Union. He considers them to be the fair and reasonable rent 
andlord and tenant, and states, that he valued other lands, ^ 

quality, by that standard. He considers that the tenant ought not to have less than a thi d 


maine’s property within the Union. He considers tnem to oe uu, lan auu i • 

between landlord and tenant, and states, that he valued other lands, according to then 
quality, by that standard. He considers that the tenant ought not to have less than a thu d 
of theVotoe of the land for himself, and that one-third of the produce is a irasonable 
Mit foniie landlord to receive. (See Mr. Hughes' ev.denee, Arenmix.) He is of 
opinion that he has valued the land at the reasonable rent which solvent tenants could con- 

“rs Slfr acr. at a Mgh» hIS 

holdings -at a rent which, in large farms, would be considered a rack rent. (See Mi. Hughes 

evidence Appendix.) He valued farms of from five to ten acres extent on a some- 
what lovver scale than the preceding ; and those from ten acres upwards according to the 
standard of value first mentioned. (See Appendix.) scale in 

The valuator appears to have valued tenements of different sires upon a 
consequence of the competition for small tenements being much greater than toi tho-c of a 

'T^stt'es £rhe"r?a good too separately, and added the amount to that of the Val-ion ^ 
according to the average rents of similar tenements, having regard to local advantages and 

disadvantages, and to the state of repair. _ c • „ unrloi- 10/ • from Aiiowarlop for rs- 

He allowed 8 per cent, for repairs ; and for insurances, s. in e ery , , insurance pairs and insurance. 

10/. to 100/. valui 7s. 6d . ; and above that value, the regular amount cliaiged by insurance P 

companies. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians upon 


the 28th July, 1840. the report of the 


Board of Guardtar 
Uh reference tc 


Valuation Committee upon ttie valuation so mauc ^ . wm, reierence 

rac.es were discovered i and thereupon the valnator was chrcc.cd to correc them, and .0 add 
up his books, and account for every acre in the Ordnance Survey (See AlPLND x.)^ 

These inaccuracies appear to have been in the contents of the S 

valuator states that the total amount ot the net annual value in the original and letised talua 
lions is nearly the same sum. (See Mr. Hughes' evidence AppendixO 
There do r.ot appear to have been any entries made of the proceedings of *= 

Committee, but frim the statements of members of the Comrnittce we lea n, that tl ey rn« 
from day to day to check the valuation, and they suggested dt™ Z atear to 

have been made by the valuator. Neither the Board nor m tt l.v Mr H^vhes 

have, in any manicr, interfered with the principles ol raluahon 

their object being to render the valuation uniform. ® \ i .^g the town 

The opinion of the Vice-chairman of the Union is, that the valuation of houses m the town 


• Area of Electoral Divisions in Roscommon . . . 

Area of County of Roscommon, per Oixlnauce Survey 

Area of Electoral Divisions in Weslmealh . • . 

Area of County of Westmeath, per Ordnance Survey 


101,906 acres. 
609.405 acres. 
97,203 acres. 
385,251 acres. 
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Better class over- 
valued; inferior 
class much under- 
valued. 


Valuation of land 
in Taghraaconnell 
from 25 to 30 per 
cent, under the 
actual rents. 


Remarkable com- 
petition for land. 


Athlone. of Atlilone is fi'om 20 to 25 per cent, under the actual rents.* He, however, excepts houses 
_ . ^ superior description, which are valued on a higher scale, and in some instances even 

luaHon*to the letirne above the letting value. He states that there is not much competition for houses of the 
value and rents of better class. (See Mr. Gaynor’s evidence. Appendix.) 

houses in Athlone. The deputy Vice-chairman fully coincides with the above opinion. (See Mr. Flemina’s 
evidence. Appendix.) “ 

In Athlone houses of the better class are in general held upon lease. The rents in Athlone 
are lower than in Moafe. (See Mr. Gaynor's evidence, Appendix.) 

In Moate the valuation of houses is stated to be 10 per cent, under the rent which a solvent, 
tenant, making a fair and provident arrangement, would give. (See Mr. Egan's evidence 
Appendix.) ’ 

However, some liouses of a superior description are stated to be overvalued ; houses worth 
10/. a-vear and under are under valued. (See Mr. Egan’s evidence. Appendix.) 

Mr. Plughes, the valuator, is of opinion, that his valuation is, on an average, 10 per cent, 
under the actual rent, but he states, that both landlords and tenants seemed to be desirous 
of a low valuation. (See Mr. Hughes’ evidence. Appendix.) 

The valuation of land is also stated to be under the actual rent. The Vice-chairman thinks 
that in Taghraaconnell division, it is from 25 to 30 per cent, below the actual i-ents, but he 
cannot speak of the letting value. (See Mr. Gaynor’s evidence. Appendix.) 

Mr. St. George Grey is of opinion that the valuation of Drumreany Electoral Division is 
Valuation in Drum- fully 25 per cent., and, in some cases, even 35 per cent., under the actual rents. (See Mr 
Grey’s evidence, Appendix.) 

percent.underrent.s, rp! • ,, 

i Ills gentleman states, tiiat the rents paid by immediate tenants are reasonable, and not 
as high as could be obtained if the tenements were offered to competition. He allows one- 
fourth of the gross produce as fair profit to the tenant. 

The competition for land is such, that lie has known 20/. given for the tenant’s interest in 
a holding of about one acre and a half, let at the full value, and not on lease. (See Mr. 
Grey’s evidence, Appendix.) 

In Roscommon, va- Mr. George King states, that in the Roscommon portion of the Union, where there is not 
luation 10 per cent, much sub-letting, the valuation is 10 per cent, under the actual rent. (See Mr. King’s 
er ren . evidence. Appendix.) 

Valuation in .some Mr. Hudson thinks the valuation to be under the reasonable letting value, in some cases 
un^der l^'t^^'^ 30 per cent, under it. 

un er e mg value. This gentleman pointed out a tenement for which a solvent tenant pays 35 j., and which 
was valued at one guinea, per plantation acre. (See Mr. Hudson’s evidence, Appendix.) 

In some instances Mr. Gilligan states, that he holds large farms in Roscommon and Westmeath, for which 
below the afford to pay that rent; he considers his rent reasonable; his 
value and rent. ” valued at 18s. per acre. He also mentions land which is valued at 23s. per acre, for 

which the tenants pay 2/., and for which a solvent tenant, in a large farm could afford to pay 
25s., in a small tenement 35s. He mentions other lands to be worth 40s. per acre which are 
valued at 30s. (See Mr. Gilligan’s evidence, Appendix.) 

Mr. Egan considers the valuation to be 10 per cent, below the rent, which a solvent tenant 
from year to year, making a provident arrangement, could undertake to pay, with a reason- 
able prospect of b'eing able to continue to pay it. In some instances there is, in his opinion, 
a much greater disproportion between the valuation and the letting value. 

This gentleman pointed out instances in which tenements are valued fully 25 per cent, 
under the letting value, and others from 30 to 40 per cent, under the actual rents. (See 
Mr. Egan’s evidence, Appendix.) 

By the concurrent testimony of so many gentlemen, possessing knowledge of the value 
and rental of tenements within the Union, the valuation is stated to be, throughout the 
Union, under not only the actual rents, but also under the letting value. The only rental 
which we were able to obtain is that of a townland of 506a. 3r. 37p., let under the Court of 
Chancery, and the valuation of it is more than 25 per cent, under the actual rents, the valua- 
tion being 6j. 9^d., the rent 9^. Zd. per acre. (See Appendix.) 
ments^ ° Moate and Ballyloghloe Electoral Divisions, tenements average in extent from five to 

twenty acres. (See Mr. Egan’s evidence, Appendix.) 

In the Roscommon portion of the Union they average from five to ten acres. (See Mr. 
Egan’s evidence. Appendix.) 

In other parts of the Union, farms average from ten to twelve acres. (See Mr. Hudson’s 
evidence, Appendix.) 

Mr. Egan states, that in the Moate Electoral Division the tenure is chiefly from year to 
year, and that landlords are not, in general, disposed to grant leases. He states that there 
is not much sub-letting, (See Mr. Egan’s evidence, Appendix.) 

Mr. Hudson, however, thinks that mere is much sub-letting in the districts with which he 
is acquainted. 

Mr. Grey states that small tenements are principally let from year to year, but large farms 
are more usually on lease. (See Mr. Grey’s evidence. Appendix.) 

In the town of Athlone the houses, with the exception of the humbler class of tenements, 
are generally let on lease. (See Mr. Gaynor’s evidence. Appendix.) 

The valuation of the tenements of 176 10/. electors within the borough of Athlone has 
been ascertained. We were unable to ascertain the actual rents paid by any of these electors, 
who have all registered as householders. 


Tenure. 

Sub-letting. 


Tenure of houses 
Athlone. 

Valuation of hold- 
ings of electors in 
borough. 


* Whenever actual rents are mentioned we refer only to those paid on recent lettings, or on holdings 
from year to year. 
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The following table shows the number of the 10/. electors within the borough, whose Athlone. 
valuations have been ascertained to be under 10/. : — 

Bouough of Athlone. — Present Constituency. 


No. of present 
£!0 Electors, 
whose valuation 
was ascertained. 

Total No.ofpre- 
ceding whose 
valuation is 
under £10. 

Do. 

under £9. 

Do. 

under £8. 

Do. 

under £7. 

Do. 

under £6. 

Do. 

under £5. 

166 

45 

42 

26 

22 

11 

5 


Bouoogh of Athlone. — Electors of 1832 not re-registered. 


Number of £10 
Electors regis- 
ered in 1832, but 

lot re-registered. 

Total No. of 
the preceding 
valued under 
£10. 

Do. 

under £9. 

Do. 

under £8. 

Do. 

under £7. 

Do. 

under £6 

Do. 

under £5. 

10 

3 

3 

2 


1 

0 


In that part of the Union situate within the county of Westmeath, the valuations of 112 Valuation of electors 
10/. electors have been ascertained. Westoeath and^ 

In the Roscommon portion of the Union, in five Electoral Divisions, no registered 10/. Roscommon, 
elector has been found. In the remaining four Divisions the valuations of seven 10/. electors 
have been ascertained. 

Counties or Westmeath and Roscommon. — Present £10 Constituency. 


Number 
of present £10 
Electors whose 

ascertained. 

[ Total 

Number of pre- 
ceding under 
£10. 

Do. 

under £9. 

Do. 

under £8. 

Do. 

under £7. 

1 

Do. 

under £6. 

! 

Do. 

under £5. 

79 

10 

S 

5 

3 i 

2 

1 


Counties of Westmeath and Roscommon.— E lectors of 1832 not re-registered. 


Number of 
£10 Electors 
re|>istered in 
1332, and not 
re-registered. 

Total 

Number of pre- 
ceding valued 
under £10. 

Do. 

under £9. 

Do. 

under £8. 

Do. 

under £7. 

Do. 

under £P. 

Do. 

under ,£5. j 

40 

12 

11 

10 


7 

6 


There are three of the persons valued under 5/. whom the valuator believes to have parted 
with some of their land since their registry. One of the same class is stated to hold another 
tenement in a different part of the county. 


Counties of Westmea’^h and Roscommon. — Acreage of £10 Electors. 


Number of 
the present £10 
constituency 
whose acreage 
is ascertained. 

Number of present £10 Constituency holding Tenements 

Under 5 


10 acres, 
15 acres. 

2o'aci^es 

20 acres, 
30 acres. 

30 acres, 
50 acres. 

50 aci-es, 
75'*Lres. 

75 acres. 

uniter 

lOOacres 

lOOacres. 

and 

upwards. 

79 

8 


8 


19 

21 



6 


N.B. — Seven of the tenements under five acres have houses built upon them. 


Counties of Westmeath and Roscommon. — Acreage of £10 Electors not re-registered. 


Number of 
£10 Electors 
of 1832 not 
Re-registered. 

Number of £10 Electors of 1832 not Re-registered ami holding Tenements 


10 acres. 

10 acres, 

15 acres, 
20 acres. 

30 acres. 

30 acres. 

under 
50 acres. 

50 acres, 
75 acres. 

75 acres, 
under 
lOOacres 

lOOacres, 

upwards. 

40 

7 

1 


4 

5 

8 

1 

3 

4 


JosKPH Lentaigne. 
•Thomas Cathku. 


Inquiry held at Athlone on the 22nd, 23rd, 24th, and 25th of March, 1841. 
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Loughroa. 

15 electoral divisions. 
Population. 

Number of Guardians. 
Vnliialion of 10 
divisions completed. 
Five not complete, 
nth October. 1839. 
Proceedings of Guar- 

Advertisement for a 
Valuator. 

Valuation Committee 
appointed. 

To be open to all 


Committee to report 
upon each part of 
valuation as soon as 
completed. 

31at October, 1839. 
Valuator’s remunera- 
iion limited to 200/. 


A Valuator appointed. 
■Who resigns. 


RGsolutiim limiting 

jemuneratiou 

rescinded. 

Mr. Cooper appointed 
Valuator. 


The Valuator’s cjuali- 
iications. 


Documents furnished 
to Valuator. 

Area of towulunds 
and tenements, and 
names of occupieis. 
How Bseeituined. 
Valuator visited each 
tenement. 

Employed an assist- 
ant, who valued in 
the first instance. 


Test of value as 
adopted by Assistant 
Valuator. 

Golvent tenant, test. 


LOUGHREA UNION. 


REPORT. 


The Union of Loughrea consists of 15 Electoral Divisions, all situate within the county of 
Galway and extends over an area of 126.095 statute acres, with a population of 61,747, 
according to the census of 1831. (See Sixth Report of the Poor Law Commissioners, Ireland, 
p. 274.)^ It contains about one-twelfth of the area,* and nearly one-sixlh of the population of 

the county.t „ . , o,i i , i 

There are 32 guardians, of whom 8 are ex-officio and 24 elected. 

The valuation of 10 Electoral Divisions have been completed by the valuator, and received 
and adopted by the Board of Guardians ; that of the remaining five divisions will not be com- 
pleted for some weeks. (See Mr. Cooper’s evidence. Appendix.) 

At the first meeting of the Board, held upon the 11th October, 1839, the guardians being 
of opinion that there was no valuation in existence which could be made available for the 
purpose of estimating the net annual value of hereditaments whhin the Union, resolved to 
appoint a valuator, and accordingly caused an advertisement to be inserted in one Dublin 
nevvspaper calling on competent persons for tenders. A Valuation Committee, consisting of 
one ex-officio and five elected guardians, was appointed, to be open to all the members ol tlie 
Board who might think proper to attend to assist the Committee, but not to vote. It was 
further resolved? that one guardian of every Electoral Division under the process of valuation 
to be chosen from amongst the guardians residing within such division, should be added to 
the Valuation Committee during the valuation of such Electoral Division, to assist and give 
information. It was further resolved, that at the conclusion of the valuation of each electoral 
division the Committee should report specially to the Board upon such valuation. (See 
extracts from Minute Book, Appendix.) 

At a meeting of the Board, which was held upon the 31st October, 1839, the amount of 
remuneration to the valuator was limited to 200^. (including all charges ;) the valuator was 
required to have all necessary surveys made, and to attend all appeals, and to defend the same 
without cost to the Union ; and the 1st August, 1840, was appointed for the completion of the 
valuation. Five candidates having offered themselves, Mr. Blake was^choseti valuator of the 
Union • but (in consequence of the remuneration being, in Mr. Blake’s opinion, inadequate) 
he afterwards, on 17th December following, resigned his appointment. (See extracts from 

Minute Book, Appendix.) , t,, , . • ur i, i .u 

The Board of Guardians, having accepted Mr. Blake s resignation, published another 
advertisement for tenders ; and, at a meeting held upon 30th January, 1840, rescinded the 
resolution limitintr the valuator’s remuneration to 200L At the same meeting, Mr, Charles 
Cooper was appointed valuator, and the Board agreed to pay to him 250/. for the valuation, 
which was to be completed on or before 31st December, 1840. (See extracts from Minute 

Book, Appendix.) , , .• 1 1 • 

Mr Cooper is a professional surveyor and valuator, who has for some years practised ins 
profession within the Unions of Loughrea and Ballinasloe. He is also valuator of Ballinasloe 
Union, and states, that he adopted the same course of proceeding, and the same principles of 
valuation in both Unions. i o e.i 

In this Union he had the assistance of unfinished proofs of the Ordnance Survey ot the 
county of Galway, irom which he ascertained the area of townlands. In order to obtain the 
names of the occupiers and landlords, and the contents of each tenement, he sent his assistants 
to visit each holding, and to call upon the landlords for information. 

The valuator states that he has personally visited each tenement in the Union, as far as the 
valuation has been completed. _ i tv • • 

In the first instance, he sent an assistant to value the tenements in each Electoral Uivision. 
This assistant was furnished with maps defining the boundaries of each townland, but does 
not appear to have had anv previous experience in the valuation of property ; although he 
states that he had a general knowledge of the value of land within the Union, acquired from 
his long residence, and from his knowledge of agriculture. (See Mr. Walsh’s evidence, 
Appendix.) , , . u u 

The valuator’s assistant states that he visited each tenement, and valued it at what he con- 
sidered to be its fair letting value. This value he explains to be the fair reasonable rent 
which a solvent tenant could pay out of the land. He means by a solvent tenant one who 
could pay his rent punctually, and support his family comfortably off the land according to 
his condition in life. (Mr. Walsh’s evidence. Appendix.) In valuing land he divided it into 
several classes, according to its quality, and valued all lands of the same quality at the same 
rate • always, however, taking into account local advantages, such as roads, rivers, proximity 
to markets, &c. He placed no increased value upon land in consequence of houses being 
upon it, except where the houses were of a superior class. He valued woodland and demesne 
at the same rate as any other land of similar quality, without reference to the growing timber. 
(Mr. Walsh’s evidence, Appendix.) 


* Area of Galway County by Ordnance Survey, 1,510,692 acres, 
t Population according to Census of 1831, 381,564. 
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Mr. Cooper states he afterwards visited the tenements so valued by his assistant, and cor- Loughrea. 
rected the valuation made by him. In the majority of cases he adopted his assistant’s valuation. 

Mr. Cooper states that his valuation is equal to the rent at which, in his opinion, a landlord 
should let his land. It is the fair value of the land to a solvent tenant, without any deduction, tion. 

He first estimated the net annual value, and by adding taxes, repairs, &c., ascertained the Mr. Cooper's principle 
gross value. He defines a solvent tenant to be, a person whn knows how to cultivate his land, of valuation, 
and who would be able to pay his rent, and have a fair and reasonable prospect of being able His defioition>fa 
to continue to pay it out of the produce of the land. He states that he made no reference to tenant, 

the tenant having other means besides his land. (Mr. Cooper’s evidence on Ballinasloe 
Union, Appendix.) 

Mr. Cooper states that he did not make any estimate of the value of land grounded upon Valuator nevercalcu- 
a calculation of the proportion which the letting value ought to bear to the average^ produce. pVo- 

He did not at all consider what amount of profit or subsistence ought to be derived by a duoe. 
tenant from the land. He valued houses and lands separately, and added the value of the Did not value farm- 
house to that of the land ; but he did not value farm-houses on large forms. burdfa^on^smaU*'™*’ 

The size of a tenement made no difference in the acreable valuation, except that he valued fa,nis. 
a farm-house on a small tenement, and did not value it on a large farm. 

His assistant states that in most cases he ascertained the actual rents from the occupiers ; 
but Mr. Cooper says he did not take those rents into consideration, except when he had IssistauV'^ 
doubts as to the value of the tenements. (Mr. Cooper’s evidence, Ballinasloe Union, Ap- 
pendix; and Mr. Walsh’s evidence. Appendix.) 

In valuing houses in towns, Mr. Cooper and his assistant state that they have adopted as a Valuation m towns, 
basis of valuation the average rent of houses of a similar description in the same locality, 
takino- into consideration the state of repair, and (as Mr. Cooper observes) the character of the 
landlord ; which he explained to mean, that he took as a basis the rents charged for houses 
by landlords who let at a reasonable rent. (See Mr. Cooper’s evidence, Ballinasloe Union, 

Appendix.) He took into consideration the fact of a house being established in trade, but 
not the cost of building. 

Repairs and insurance he calculated as equal to one-eighth of the net value. It is, how- 
ever, needless to consider those items, as they were added to the net value, after it had been 
ascertained, in order to forai the gross value. 

His valuation he considers to be the rent at which a landlord should let his land, but not te 

the utmost that could be obtained from a solvent tenant. (Mr. Cooper’s evidence, Ballinasloe obtained from a sol- 
Union, Appendix.) _ _ vent tenant. 

As soon as the valuators had completed the valuation of each Electoral Division, it was Revision of valuation, 
revised by the Valuation Committee. The chairman read out each item, and the Committee 
took into consideration any objection which was made, and consulted the guardian for that 
Electoral Division. In almost every instance the Committee concurred with the valuator’s 
opinion, (Mr. Smith’s evidence. Appendix;) and at a meeting of the Board upon 30th Sep- JfSuatiom 
tember, 1840, a resolution was adopted expressing marked approbation of the manner in • 
which Mr. Cooper had performed his duty. (See extracts from Minute Book, Appendix.) 

The opinion of the Valuation Committee (as stated by Mr. Smith, a guardian, who took an 
active part in the proceedings) is, that the valuation of the several tenements within the commUtee?" ^ 
Union which have been valued is uniform ; this is also the opinion of that gentleman himself, 
who states, that he has compared the valuation of lands of equal quality in different parts of 
the Union, and has found the valuations uniform. (See Mr. Smith’s evidence. Appendix.) 

However, another gentleman, well acquainted with the Union, intimates a doubt on this 
subiect. (See Mr. Bermingham’s evidence. Appendix.) _ _ _ v i f eomuared 

The valuator is of opinion that the net annual value, as ascertained by him, is the rent, „fth vXe. ^ 
“(but not the utmost rent,) which a solvent tenant” would pay for the tenements. _ Mr. 

Smith thinks that the valuation is under the reasonable value of the tenements. He divides 
the latter into three classes : — 

1. Grazing farms of about 100 acres. 

2. Tillage farms from 12 to 15 acres. 

3. Cottier holdings. 

In Mr. Smith’s opinion, the valuation of the first class bears to the letting value the pro- of 

portion which 23 bear to 25. In this class the summer grazing should pay the rent, the the fist class of t«ue- 
winter grazing should pay interest on the tenant’s capital, and be profit to him : unless the meat, 
summer grazing pays the rent, the farm is considered dear. (See Mr. Smith’s evidence, 

7™thrslcond class, he thinks that the valuation is below the letting value in the same 
proportion of 23 to 25. He considers one-third of the produce a reasonable rent in tillage 

In the third class, “ which includes tenements valued by Mr. Cooper from SOs. to 3^. or Cottier tenements. 

4^., the valuation is still under the actual rents, but at or nearly at the reasonable value. 

There was a tendency amongst the Valuation Committee to a moderate valuation, to some- 
thing under the actual value.” (See Mr. Smith’s evidence. Appendix.) 

Mr. Bermingham is, however, of opinion " that the valuation is as high, and in some cases 
higher, than the letting value ; that is, than the rent at which a landlord, looking to his own 
interest, the comfort of his tenantry, and the permanent improvement and security of his pro- 
perty, would let his land.” (See Mr. Bermingham’s evidence. Appendix.) n«Ktion of valuation 

The valuator staies that, having in very many instances ascertained the rents actually paid « 
for tenements, and having a general knowledge of the average rents in the Union, he thinks 
his valuation is from ten to twelve and a half per cent, under the average of the actiml rents 
paid hy tenants from year to year, or on holdings under recent leases. (See jNlr. Coopei s 
evidence, Appendix.) p 


Grazing farms. 
Tillage farms. 
Cottier holdings. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



212 


APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


Loughrea, 
ValuBtioQ of 104 eieC' 

torSf 


Estentof tenements. 
Small farms prevail. 
Grazing farms. 


We have ascertained the rents paid by ninety lOL electors, as stated to us by the valuator’s 
assistant from the acreable rents entered in the field books. (See Appendix.) 

Five of these electors are valued at the exact rent to which their tenements are subject; 
twenty-one are valued under the actual rents ; and sixty-three above the rents. The valua- 
tion of the tenements of two hundred and twenty-four 10/. electors has been ascertained, of 
w’hom one hundred and eighty-three are of the present constituency, and forty registered in 
1832. ^ ^ . 

We have been able to procure the rental of one townland of 388 A. 2 r. 2 p. which is stated 
to be let from year to year at reasonable rents. The valuation is 14 j. &d. per acre, the 
average rent is 15^. 6c/. per acre. (See Appendix.) 

Present Registry. 


Number 
of present £10 
Electors whose 
Valuation was 
ascertuned. 

Number 
valued under 
£10. 

Undergo. 

Under £.^ 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

184 

39 

28 

16 

10 


1 


Registry of 1832. 


Number of £10 
Electors 
Registered in 
1832, not 
Re-registered. 

Number 
valued under 
£10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

40 

15 

15 

9 

9 

8 

7 



The valuation exceeds the rent hy a less sum than 


£10 Electors 
whose valuation 
exceeds the rents 

£5. 

£10 and 
than £5. 

£15 and 
than £10. 

£20 and 
than £15. 

50 

46 

2 

2 

0 


Of the £10 Electors of 1832, the Valuation exceeds the Rent in 13 instances, which excess is in 11 
cases under £5. 

Average Contents of £10 Electors’ Holdings. 


Number of 
present 

Number of £10 Electors occupying Tenements, 

Electors, 

whose 

average 


5 acres, 
and under 
10 acres. 

10 acres, 
and under 
15 acres. 

15 acres. 

20 acres, 
and under 
30 acres. 

and under 
50 acres. 

50 awes, 
and under 
75 acres. 

75 acres, 
and under 
100 acres. 

100 acres 
upwards. 

184 

25 

4 

12 

34 

62 

32 

8 

2 

5 


N.B. — There are houses built upon 24 of the tenements under 5 acres. 


With respect to the extent of tenements, the valuator states that there are more in the 
Union under 20 acres than above that quantity. (Mr. Cooper’s Evidence, Ballinasloe, 
Appendix.) Mr. Bermingham slates that small farms prevail throughout the Union; a 
<yreat number are under five acres. (See Mr. Bermingham’s Evidence, Appendix.) 

Mr. Smith states, that grazing farms of about 100 acres are numerous and not generally 
held on lease; there is much competition for this class of tenement, and the rents are beyond 
the reasonable value. Tillage farms, in extent from 15 to 20 acres, are generally let on lease 
at reasonable rents; from this class the principal portion of the 10/. electors are registered. 
Occupiers of small tenements valued from 30 j. to 3Z. or Al. generally pay rack-rents. Many 
landlords object to grant leases of small tenements. There is a great tendency to consolidate 
them into farms of 10 or 15 acres. He states also there is less indisposition, at present, to 
grant leases of large farms than formerly. The constituency has diminished considerably 
since the year 1832. (See Mr. Smith’s evidence. Appendix.) 

It is necessary to observe that the gross annual value has not, as yet, been inserted in the 
valuation books. 

(Signed) Joseph Lentaione. 

Thomas Gather. 

Inquiry held at Loughrea, 29th, 30th, and 31st March, 1841. 
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GORT UNION. 


This Union consists of 10 Electoral Divisions, nine of which are in Galway, and one in Clare, Gort. 

and contains 89,828 statute acres, and a population of 38,342. — (See Sixth Report of Poor 

Law Commissioners.) The number of guardians is twenty-four, 18 of whom are elected and Area and popuiatioa. 

The first meeting of the Board of Guardians was held on the 10th of October, 1839, at Firat^meeung of 
which it was resolved, that there was no existing valuation which could be made available for 
the purpose of estimating the net annual value of the property within the Union, that able. * 

valuation was required, and that a competent person should be appointed to value the whole Resolved that a 
of the rateable property throughout the Union. Valuator should be 

After advertisements had been published and tenders received, Mr. Robert Bell was duly appom e . 
elected valuator, on the 7th of November, 1839. (See extracts from Minute Book.) Mr. 

Bell is not a professional valuator, but he states, that he has had considerable experience as a jggg, 
farmer both in Scotland and England, has resided in the Union several years,_and from his _ 

intelligence, and the knowledge he possesses of the value of land, he was considered by the ° 

guardians a very competent and proper person to be employed to make a valuation of the 

A Valuation Committee was appointed, consisting of two ex-officio, and four elected guar- Appointme^^^^ 
dians, open to all members of the Board to attend and assist the committee, but not to vote ; 
and it was resolved, that one guardian of every Electoral Division under process of valuation, 
to be chosen by the guardians residing within such Electoral Division, should be added to the 
committee during the valuation of such Electoral Division, to give assistance and inforrnation. 

The committee inspected, from time to time, the valuation as it was proceeded with, and 
on the conclusion of the valuation of each Electoral Division, made a special report to the 
Board of Guardians. . ., • xu rv ■ - v 

The valuator was furnished with the tithe applotments of the different parishes in the DoramenUJurmshed 
Union, and he obtained from those gentlemen who had surveys of their estates, the contents 
of their tenant’s holdings. He was also furnished with the applotments of the county cess, (^unty ^ess founded 
this, however, he states was almost useless to him, as it was founded on an old and very inae- on^n inaccurate 
curate survey. He did not employ any assistant. . 

He states that he ascertained the names of occupiers by actual inquiry, and that he visited ® ^ 

each holding and valued it separately. • i !■ i *• 

He estimated the value of land after a careful examination of its quality, and on a calcula- Principle of valuation, 
tion of the amount of produce which it was likely to yield, and of the value thereof, according 
to the medium price of agricultural produce. , . , , xx- rpu , x r i 

The test of value which he adopted was not the utmost that could be obtained by setting The ^test ofvalue 
the land up to competition, but the lair reasonable rent wliich a solvent tenant could atiord to 

^ fiis definition of a solvent tenant is “■ one who has sufficient capital to stock and cultivate ® 
his farm to the best advantage and he thinks that the rent, to be fair and reasonable, 
should not exceed two-fifths of the produce. , . . Great competition for 

The competition for land in this Union is stated to be so great, that its markei. price is yatied its 

considerably above what a solvent tenant could pay. 

It is stated that there is much sub-letting, and under-tenants pay the very utmost they can Much subletting, 
scrape from the land, reserving for themselves only a miserable pittance, and living m a niost 
wretched state, their principal, indeed their only food, being, as Mr. Bell states, potatoes with- ^ 

out milk. (See evidence of Valuator, Appendix.) , • , ■ n 

If then, he had adopted as the test of value the rent which could be obtmned in all cases 
by setting the land up to competition, his valuation would have been above what in his opinion 

is the actual value, and more than what a solvent tenant could pay. -j v x v-.i,intnr a«c<.rfflir>P,i 

Mr. BeU stated that he generally made l.imself acquainted with the rent that was paid, but 
did not allow it to influence him in making his valuation ; he uniformly valued the land at guided by them, 
what he considered to be a fair reasonable rent, and in estimating the remuneration ot the Amount of tenant’s 
tenant, he considered that he should have a clear proSt of 15 per cent, on the eaprtol which 
he has expended ; however, in this country, where generally a small farmer s sole capital is i» 
labour, such a calculation is seldom or never entered into. 

He made no difference in the case of tenements which were let upon lease. 

In the rural districts he valued the houses and lands together, but those small larms on 
which he found comfortable houses, he valued proportiona-lly higher than large holdings. 

The majority of the tenements in the Union are described as rai^mg from 7 ^o _ acres, 

Irish measure, and the prevailing tenure is from year to year. (See Valuator s evi e , 

Appendix.) . n x.„,„ 

Very few occupiers who pay under lOi. yearly rent have leases, except in the case 

'"'we found iu this, as in almost all the Unions which we visited, the concurrent *«ltaony 
of most persons whom we examined, to the fact that there is a growing indisposi ion o 
landed proprietors to grant leases ■, one gentleman says that there is less desire^among 


No difference when 
tends were let on lease. 
Size of tenements. 
Tenure. 
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Gort. 


Valtiaiion of houses 
ia towns. 


Demesnes, how 


Average rate of 
coiiniy ce-s iti Gal- 
way and Clare. 



Opinion of valuation. 
Mode of revision. 


Valuator called on to 
explain valuation in 
cases of ohjeciion. 


Ado])tion of valuation. 


Opinion of Mr. Lahiff. 


Valuation con- 
siderably below 
the actual rents. 
Proportion to rent. 
Average rent from 
21*. to 2Ci. or 27s. 
Townparks let at 37. 
per acre. 

Instance of the effect 
of the great competi- 
tion for land. 

Other Guardians con- 
cur in the opinion 
that the valuation is 
below the rent. 

In many cases 25 per 
cent, lower. 

Eents in general are 
high. 


Much subletting and 
competition. 


Result of inquiry. 


Number of 10/. elec- 
tors whose valuation 
was ascertained in 
rate-book. 

Proportion of 10/. 
electors to population. 
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lords to create a political interest than formerly. The fact is undisputed that fewer leases 
are granted now than used to be. (See Mr. LahifTSj Mr. Daly’s, and Mr. M'Nevin’s evi- 
dence, Appendix.) 

With respect to the valuation of houses in towns, the valuator states that he took into consi- 
deration the actual state of repair in which they were, the accommodation they contained, 
and the business that was carried on in them, as influencing their letting value. 

Gentlemen’s demesnes w'ere valued as so much land, without any reference to the manner 
in which the grounds were laid out, or to the ornamental plantations which they contained. 

The average rate of county cess in the Galway portion of the Union is about 2i’. 9d. per 
acre, while in that part which is in Clare, viz. in the Electoral Division of Kilkeady, it is very 
high, averaging about 4 j. per acre, and in some instances there the county taxes are stated to 
he higher than the rent.— (See Valuator’s evidence. Appendix.) 

The valuation is considered to be fair and uniform, and generally satisfactory. During its 
progress it was regularly submitted to the inspection of the Valuation Committee, and there 
are very few instances in which the slightest alteration has been made. — (Valuator’s evidence. 
Appendix.) 

When any objections were made to the valuation, and such cases did not exceed five or 
six in number, the valuator was called in by the Valuation Committee, and required to 
explain the grounds of his valuation in each case in which objections were made, and in only 
one or two instances was he directed to alter his valuation.' — (See Mr. M'Nevin’s evidence. 
Appendix.) 

The entire valuation having been thus revised, the Valuation Committee reported on the 
5th December, 1840, that it was completed and made on a just and fair principle, and the 
Board of Guardians being of opinion that it was correct and satisfactory, resolved, “That 
the valuation of the Union having been from time to time laid before us, as approved of by 
the Valuation Committee, we are of opinion that the same should now in compliance with 
the 69th section of the Act for the more effectual relief of the Destitute Poor, be exhibited 
for twenty-one days to the public generally.” — (See Extracts from Minute Book, Appendix.) 

Mr. EahifF, an extensive landholder in the Union, who has the reputation of being very 
well acquainted with the value of land, and was a member of the Valuation Committee, the 
meetings of which he attended regularly, is of opinion “ that the valuation is just and 
uniform, except that the small tenements are valued somewhat higher than large holdings ; ” 
that the valuation is considerably below the aveitige of the actual rents,* “ bearing the same 
proportion to the average of the actual rents as 20^. bear to 25s., or nearly so.” He also 
states that the lands in the Union are set fully up to their value, the average rent being from 
21s. to 26s. or 27s. per Irish acre; the townparks let at about 3/. an acre, and their valuation 
in the rale-book is about 50s. 

In illustrating the great competition that exists for land, he said he knew cases where some 
tenants of his own who had no leases sold their tenements of five or six acres for 20^. — (See 
Mr. Lahitf’s evidence. Appendix.) 

Several other guardians whom we examined also concurred in the opinion that the valua- 
tion is below the rent; Mr. Rosengrave, an elected guardian for Kilmacdugh Electoral 
Division, stated that it is much below the actual rents, in many cases 25 per cent. lower, but 
that in his opinion the rents in general were too high, and the valuation he considered to be 
a very fair one, and about the reasonable rent which a solvent tenant could afford to pay ; 
this gentleman is an extensive landholder, and well acquainted with the value of land in the 
Union, and he states that in several instances he has instituted a comparison between the 
valuation which he had himself put upon lands with a view to purchase them, and that which 
the valuator had put on them, and the result of both valuations was nearly the same; the 
same gentleman stares that there is a great deal of sub-letting and much competition for 
land, the effect of which has been to raise rents much above the fair value. — (See Mr. Rosen- 
grave’s evidence. Appendix,) 

Mr. M'Nevin, another guardian whom we examined, stated the guardians were anxious 
that the valuation should come near to, yet still be somewhat under the actual rents. He is 
of opinion that tlie valuation of lands is about the rent that a solvent tenant would give for 
them. — (See Mr. M'Nevin’s evidence. Appendix.) 

On the whole evidence appears to be that the valuation of this Union is generally consi- 
dered fair and satisfactory, that it is considerably below the average of the actual rents, and 
that very few objections have been made to it. 

The number of 10/. registered electors is very small ; the total number of those whose 
valuation we were able to ascertain in the rate-book was 51, of that number two were valued 
at 9/., one at 8/. lOj., one at 5/., and one at 4/; being five under 10/., three under 9/., two 
under 6/., and one under 5/. 

The total valuation of these fifty -one 10/. electors is 1,304/., being an average of 25/. net 
annual valuation for each elector. Twenty-one of these were registered in 1832, and not one 
re-registered. 

The present actual 10/. constituency, so far as it could be ascertained, is only 30, being one 
10/. elector for about every 1,278 inhabitants. 

(Signed) • J. Lentaigne. 

Tho.mas Gather. 

Inquiry held at Gort, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd of April, 1841. 


* When we speak of actual rents we refer to those paid under recent lettings, or by tenants from year to 
ear. 
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Electoral Divisions. 

Area in 
Statute 
Acres. 

Population 
in 1831. 

Present £10 
constituency 
whose 
Rating was 
ascertained. 

Number of 
£10 Electors 
Registered 
in 1832, and 

registered. 

1 Kilmacduag . 

6,015 

3,780 

6 

4 

2 Beagh . • 

12,331 

5,343 

6 



12,045 

5,430 

4 


4 Killeenavanna 

12,181 

3,646 

11 

8 

5 Killeeneen 

8,149 

2,892 



6 Ardrahan . 

12,950 

3,805 

2 

4 

7 Kiltorraas 

6,026 

3,066 



8 Kilkeady . . 

8,180 

2,906 

i 


9 Kilheakanty . . 

6,422 

4,544 



10 Kiltartan . • . 

5,529 

2,930 



Total . . 

89,828 

38,342 

30 

21 


215 

Gort. 
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CASHEL UNION. 


Cashel. 

Union declared, 
30th January, 1839. 
Situation ofUnion. 


Extent and popula- 
tion of Union. 
Appointment of 
Valuator. 
Advertisement for 
tenders. 

Kesolution not to 
appoint any person 
connected «ilh the 
Union. 

Committee of Va- 
luation appointed. 

July 1st, 1839. 
Mr.O'Biien’stender 
being the lowest, he 
was appointed 
Valuator. 

Mr. O’Brien not a 
professional Valu- 
ator. 

Opinion of Guar- 
dian as to his 
qualifications. 


Valuator not ex- 
amined, owing to 
his absence. 

Opinion of Guar- 
diansas to valuation. 

Mr. Leonard Keat- 
ing. 

Valuation as high 
as rents ought to be; 
but landlords think 
differently; he is a 
rent payer. 
Mr.MatthiasLafFan. 
Valuation a fail- 
value for the land, 
but above tlie rents 
3^. to 5s. in the If. 
with goodlandlords 
and 8^, to 10«. per 
acre when rents are 
smart. 

Lease of farm at va- 
luation worth lOf. 
per acre. 

Richard Long, Esq. 
Samuel Cooper, 
Esq. Valuation 25 
per cent below 
letting value. 


Beneficial interest. 
Richard Long and 
Samuel Cooper, 
Esqrs. 12f. on an 
average. 

Mr. Matthias 
Laffan. 12f. to 15/. 
per acre according 
to cultivation of 
the district, 20/. 
with improved cul- 
tivation. 


REPORT. 

The Union of Cashel, the whole of which is contained in the county of Tipperary, was 
declared on the 30th January, 1839. It comprises portions of three baronies, viz., Middle- 
third, Slievardagh, and Kilnamanagh, and has 17 Electoral Divisions, 12 of which are in the 
barony of Middlethird, two in Slievardagh, and three in Kilnamanagh. 

The area of the Union is 141,360 statute acres,* and the population in the year 1831 was 
60,939. 

In pursuance of a resolution of the Board of Guardians, of the date. May 4th, 1839, adver- 
tisements were inserted in the Dublin General Advertiser, and in two of the local papers, 
calling on competent persons to send in proposals for the valuation of the Union ; a resolution 
passed at a meeting of the Guardians on the 15th of March previous having declared that 
such valuator should be perfectly unconnected with the Union. At the meeting held on the 
4th of May, a standing Committee of Valuation, to assist the valuator, was appointed ; the 
Committee consisted of five members, one of whom was to attend once each fortnight, and 
continue in office one month. 

A number of tenders having been sent to the Board for the valuation of the Union, by a 
resolution passed at a meeting of the Guardians, held on the 1st of July, 1839, Mr. O'Brien 
was appointed the valuator of the Union, his tender being the lowest. 

Mr. O’Brien is not a professional valuator ; he was stated to be a farmer residing near 
Claween, in the county of Cork. His qualifications appear to have been satisfactory to the 
Guardians. Mr. Long, the Chairman of the Board, more than once, in the course of his 
evidence, expressed his opinion to this effect, stating, upon one occasion, that he considered 
Mr. O’Brien a most excellent judge of land, and requesting, if possible, to obtain his attend- 
ance that he should be examined. 

In pursuance of a resolution of the Guardians, the areas of farms were ascertained from the 
valuation for tithe composition. 

There was not an opportunity of examining Mr. O’Brien, owing to his absence in the 
county of Kerry, where he was engaged in the valuation of a Poor Law Union. The scale 
on which his valuation was made in this Union, has, in consequence, not been ascertained 
from the valuator himself ; the Guardians examined on the subject stated their views of it 
thus : — 

Mr. Leonaid Keating, an ex-officio Guardian, states the valuation to he as high as the 
rents ought to be ; but he qualifies this opinion by saying that he is a rent payer, and that 
the landlords are of a different opinion. He also says the valuation is not anything near as 
high as the rents charged to the tenants. (See ArPENDix.) 

Mr. Matthias Laffan, an elected Guardian and a practical farmer, tilling 70 acres of land, 
was also of opinion that the valuation was a fair value for the land, but was 3j. to 5j. in the 
pound below the rents (in recent lettings) of the most indulgent landlords, and 8 j. to IOj. per 
acre where smart rents are charged. At the Poor Law valuation, Mr. Laffan’s opinion is, 
that 10^. per acre would be got from a solvent tenant for the interest in a lease. (See 
Appendix.) 

Mr, Long, Chairman of the Board of Guardians, and Mr. Cooper, an ex-officio Guardian, 
who gave their evidence together, thought the valuation moderate, 25^. per cent, below the 
letting value in the country. (See Appendix.) 

Comparing the net value for Poor-rate with the rents of lOZ. electors, traced in the Electoral 
Divisions of Cashel, Ballyshehan, Magorban, and Knockgraffan, (Appendix,) the sums are, 
net value, 1178^. 9 j. ; rent, 1372/. 14 j. 8d., being an excess of nearly 16J per cent, of rent 
over net annual value. On the entire Union, however, the rent of the 10/. electors is not 
more than 4^ per cent, above the valuation, the amount of net value being 4571/.. and the 
amount of rent 4768/. If the divisions of Tullemaine, Killenaule, and Fethard, in which the 
rent is lower than the valuation, in the proportion of 14 per cent, be excluded,the amount 
of rent paid by voters, whose rents and rating have been traced in the rent of the Union, 
exceeds the valuation something more than 14 per cent. 

The beneficial interest (using that term, to denote the clear annual profit actually accruing 
to the occupier after paying all expenses of rent, taxes, and labour — every expense necessary 
to turn the produce into money) is thus stated by the different Guardians. 

Mr. Long states (and Mr. Cooper concurred in the opinion stated by him) that the profit 
of the general class of tenements rated at 5/. charging the farm with the expense of manage- 
ment and repairs, rent, and all the cost of production, and selling all the produce, would be 
about 12/. per annum on an average,— (See Appendix.) 

Mr. Matthias Laffan stated the clear profit to be 12/. to 15/. with the ordinary cultivation 
of the district, and had no doubt that, with superior cultivation, the profit would be 20/. 
(See Appendix.) 


Fifth Annual Report of Commissioners, Appendix. 
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The number of 10^. parliamentary electors, whose ratings have been traced in the rate-book, 
with the classification according to the sums at which they are valued for Poor rate, is as 
under: — 


Total number 
of £10 Electors 
who have been 
traced in Rate- 


Number of 
the above 
valued 
under £10. 


Number of 
the above 
valued 
under £9. 


Number of] 
the above 
valued 
under £8. 


Number of 
the above 
valued 
under £7. 


Number of 
the above 
valued 
under £G. 


Number of] 
the above 
valued 
under £5. 


Cashel. 

Classification of 
10^. Electors (raced 
in rate-book. 


Taking the lOZ. constituency of the Union as traced in the rate-hook, a comparison with the 
population gives one 10^. elector for every 428 inhabitants j there appear in the Clerk of the 
Peace’s list thirty lOZ. electors who have not been traced ; adding these to the numbers traced, 
the comparison of the 10^. electors in the Union, according to the Clerk of the Peace’s list, 
shows one lOZ. elector to 400 inhabitants. 

The classification of lOZ. electors traced, according to the extent of their holdings, is shown 
in this table, viz. : — 



Number of £10. Electors traced, holding j 

Total 
number of 
£10 electors 
traced. 

Less than 
5 acres. 

5 acres, 
and under 
10. 

10 acres, 
and under 
13. 

15 acres, 
and under 
20. 

20 acres, 
and under 
30. 

30 acres, 
and under 
50. 

50 acres, 
and under 
75. 

75 acres, 
and under 
100. 

100 acres, 
up^7ard8. 

143 

11 

3 

15 

13 

21 

38 

18 

5 

19 


The instances in which the Poor Law Valuation exceeds the Rents classified according to 
the amount of excess, are as under ; — 



Number of instances in which excess of Poor Law Valuation I 





ove 

iRent, 

IS 





£1 

£2 

£3 

£4 

£5 

£6 

£7 

£8 




















less 




than 






wards. 

exceeds Rent. 

£2. 

£3. 

£4. 

£5. 

£6. 

£7. 



30 

4 

4 

1 

2 


6 



9 


It will be seen from the evidence of Mr. Long, the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, Mode of tenure ; 
that the great portion of the Cashel Union is held upon lease ; he states at the same time that objection to give 
a number of the large proprietors object to let on lease, and will not renew any old leases leases; cause, 
that expire. One motive which actuates himself in refusing leases, and he believes the land- 
lords of the Union generally, is that he does not wish to give his tenants the power of going 
against him at elections or elsewhere. (See Evidence, Appendix.) _ 300 townlands in 

In the Rate Book of this Union there ai’e upwards of 300 townlands and denominations, Union having no 
extending over an area of more than 100,000 statute acres, in which there are no lOZ. electors lo^. electors, 
at all. \ list of these townlands, with the amount of net annual value and acres, and the 
names of the principal landed proprietors in each, is given in a separate table. (See 
Appendix.) 

In the borough of Cashel the number of 101 household electors traced Is 243 ; of these 
the classification will be thus : — 


Total Num- 
ber of £10 
Householders 

Number of the preceding rated at sums under 

£10. 

£9. 

£8. 

£7. 

£6. 

£5. 

243 

74 

68 

55 

46 

33 

26 


Leaving the number valued at lOZ. and upwards, 169. 

The net annual value of the occupiers traced in the borough, amounts to d,yuUZ., ^d tne 
rent to 3,980Z„ showing an excess of rent over valuation of 2 per cent, in the entire borougti 
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There are, however, a number of cases in which the valuation is above the rent, the entire 
excess being something more than SOOZ. 

Leaving these cases out of the calculation, the excess of rent over valuation in the remainder 
of the borough household constituency is within a fraction of lOh per cent.* 

Wm. P. Leathem. 

Inquiry held at Cashel on the 25th and 26ih of March, 1841. 


* The rents in the Union of Cashel were ascertained by converting the landlord’s portion of the poor rate, 
as entered in the Rate Book, into rent. I was informed by the clerk of (he Union that the exact portions 
payable by the landlord and tenant were minutely entered; if so the rents are correct. 
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CASTLEREA UNION. 


REPORT. 

This Union was declared on the 14th September, 1839 j it extends over a surface of 374 
square miles, and contains an area of 239,565 statute acres, and a population of 85,885. It 
consists of 18 Electoral Divisions, nine of which are in Roscommon, five in GeJway, and four 
in Mayo. 

The Minute-book contains very few, and brief entries of the proceedings of the Board, and 
does not afford much satisfactory information as to their proceedings. 

It does not appear that there was any valuation in existence available for the purpose of 
estimating the net annual value of the hereditaments in the Union liable to be rated under 
the Poor Law Act, and at a meeting of the Board of Guardians held on the 13th day of De- 
cember, 1839, it was resolved that Mr. Edward Gaffney should be appointed to value the 
Union for the purpose. 

Mr. Gaffney is not a professional valuator, but he has been employed for the last 12 years 
as under agent on extensive estates, and during that time he has had experience in valuing 
land. 

He was supplied with the ordnance maps, and he also Obtained the tithe applotment 
in the different parishes in the Union, which he used for the purpose of ascertaining the con- 
tents of tenements. 

He states that he visited every individual holding in the Union, ascertained the contents of 
it, sometimes by actual admeasurement, and valued it as carefully and with as much exact- 
ness as if he had been valuing for a landlord with a view to letting. 

The principle which he adopted was this;— “On a farm of average quality he calculated 
the amount of produce which the land was likely to yield, estimated the value of that by a 
fixed scale of prices, and deducting the amount of the cost of seed, the cost of labour and 
taxes, and a small allowance for repairs, arrived at the net produce ; one half of which he 
allowed to the tenant as a fair remuneration, and the other half to the landlord as a reason- 
able rent ; this rent he adopted as a standard of value, and valued all lands through the 
Union by it, according to their qualify. (See Appendix.) 

The competition for land in the Union is stated to be so great, that its price is raised 
thereby considerably above what any solvent tenant or prudent man, who looked to maintain 
his family comfortably, or pay his rent punctually, out of the produce of the land, would 
undertake to give. 

The highest rent then, which could be obtained, he did not adopt as his standard of value, 
but took that rent which he considered to be a just and fair one between landlord and tenant, 
such as the landlord might reasonably expect, and such as the tenant might undertake to pay, 
with a due regard to his own intei-est. 

He valued large and small farms on the same scale, without any reference to the fact of 
their being let on lease, or merely held from year to year. He always made allowance for 
local advantages and disadvantages, taking into consideration proximity to markets, facility of 
procuring manure, &c. Where tenements lay at a distance from good roads he made an 
abatement in the value of three or four shillings an acre. 

In the rural districts he valued houses and lands together, except in the case of gentlemen's 
residences, he then put a separate value on the house, garden, and offices. 

Some doubt seems to have existed as to whether timber should be valued, and if so, upon 
what principle. The Committee stated, that they had given much consideration to the sub- 
ject, and were of opinion, that the most equitable mode of rating woods and plantations 
grown for profit, was to estimate the actual value of the trees as they stood,and consider one- 
twentieth as the net annual value. 

At the next meeting of the Valuation Committee, held on the 6th of May, 1840, they had 
a letter before them from Mr. Stanley, enclosing copies of a circular on valuation and rating ; 
and as the instructions which it contained on the subject of the valuation of timber, differed 
from the resolutions which tliey had entered into at their preceding meeting, they resolved 
that a copy of the circular be given to the valuator for his guidance, and that his particular 
attention be directed to it. (See Appendix.) 

In consequence of this Mr. Gaffney did not place any value on growing timber. 

The valuator stated, that he made a rule not to ask the occupiers what rent they 
paid, and he deviated from this only in one or two instances, when land was held in partner- 
ship. 

In valuing houses in towns, the standard which he adopted was the general letting 
value. 

The valuator, on the whole considers that on large estates the valuation is fully up to the 
rents, while the holdings of small proprietors and middlemen are valued 30 per cent, lower 
than the rents. The valuation of only eight Electoral Divisions has been submitted to the 
Valuation Committee. 

The Union comprises portions of the poorest and most populous parts of Mayo, Roscom- 
mon and Galway, and the majority of the tenements are stated to be small; in ^^^e parts 


Decliicntiou of Uaion, 
14th Sept., I83y. 

Area and Population. 


No sufficient valua- 


Appointment of Mr. 
G.iflhey as Valuator, 
December, 1839. 


Furnished with Ord- 
nance maps and tithe 
applolinuiit. 


Principle of valuation. 
Calculated the amount 
of prudiiee and value 
tliereol' by a fixed J 
scale of prices. 
Allowed oue-hiilf of 
net produce to land- 
lord as a reasonable 

Great competition for 


Did not adopt the 
highest rent as the 
standard of value. 

A fair and reasonable 

L.arge and small 
faims valued on the 


Houses and lands 
valued together. 


s'ew inshuclions 
;iveii to Valnatorwith 
espect to the vnlua- 
iou of growing tim- 


Valuatnr did not in- 
quire the rents. 


On large esf.ates fully 
up to the rents. 

Oil small estates for 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



220 


' APPENDIX to REPOKTS relative to the 


Castlerea. 

In Galwav ntul Mayo 
aveca)^ size about six 

In Uoscommon fen 
Prevailing temire 

Landlords object to 
grant leases. 

Notices. 


Value ol' land has 
increased. 


Valuation is fair and 
13 per cent, below 


Groat competition for 


Amount of renniiie- 


Names. 


Mr. Corr and Mr. 
Young are of ojdnion 
that the Valuation is 
incorrect. 

Kevisioii necessary. ] 


of the Union which are in Galway and Mayo; the average size of farms is stated to be six 
acres, and in Roscommon about 10. The valuator states that a very large portion of these 
holdings are under bl. a-year rent, and very few of them on lease, and that tenancy from year 
to year is the prevailing tenure in the Union. 

It was stated that there was a great indisposition now among landlords to grant leases, unless 
when they wished to create a political interest, and different reasons were assigned for this. 
Mr. Young stated that landlords do not now grant leases, from a desire to be able more 
effectually to' check the system of subletting and subdivision which prevailed to a ruinous 
extent. (See Evidence, Appendix.) Mr. Irwin was of opinion, that the motive which induces- 
landlords not to grant leases varies in different parts, in some places the motive is political, 
in others the proprietors either from an objection to their estates being cut iip^ inm srnall 
holdings, or from an impression that the value of land is likely to rise, have a disinclination 
to make any other letting than from year to year. (See Evidence.) 

The same gentleman stated that the value of land iu the Union has considerably increased 
during the last 10 or 20 years, and that there is a general impression that it will rise still, 
higher. 

The genlleman alluded to is a member of the Valuation Corainittec, and he is of opinion 
that the* valuation, as far as it has gone, is fair, uniform, and generally satisfactory, and 
founded on a correct and just principle, and about 13 per cent, below the actual rent 

• j • 

He stated that the competition for land is very great, and he mentioned an instance of a 
tenant under notice to quit at May, getting in March 18^. for his good will, although the tene- 
ment only contained six acres. 

As to the amount of produce which would be a fair remuneration to a tenant, he thinks 
that when the land is properly cultivated, one-third would be sufficient ; but in that part of 
the country where from want of proper cultivation, it does not yield near so much as it 
would under a better mode of treatment, he is disposed to think that one-half would not be 
too much. 

In addition to Mr. Irwin, I had also an opportunity of communicating with two other 

S .iardians, Mr. Corr and Mr. Young, who are the managers of very extensive estates in the 
nion, and are therefore conversant with the circumstances of the Union, and acquainted with 
the value of land in it. 

These gentlemen, after having examined the Books and compared the actual letting value 
with the valuation there entered, gave it as their decided opinion that it is so incorrect, and 
so deficient in uniformity, that a thorough revision is absolutely necessary. 

The Committee do not appear to have taken an active part in the valuation of the Union; 
they held only a few meetings, and a very few resolutions arc the only records of their pro- 
ceedings that appear on the minute-book. 

In tlie Appendix to this Report will be found a list of three hundred and seventy-eight 
10/. electors, with the contents and net annual value of their respectii^e tenements, as entered 
in rate-book. 

I have also given an Appendix, containing the rents and rating of occupiers, registered and 
unregistered. 


Classification of £l0 Electors, according to Amount of Valuation. 


Total Number of 
£10 Elpcturs, 
whose Rating 
was ascertained. 

Nimibei of the 
preceding, rated 
at Sums under 
£d0. 

Ditto 

under 

£9. 

Ditto 

under 

£8. 

Ditto 
under 
£7. . 

Ditto 

under 

£6. 

Ditto 

£5. 

378 

220 

188 

155 

Ill 

72 

43 


Number of £10 Electors in each Electoral 
Division, registered iu 1832, and nut 
re-registeied. 


No. 

1. Loughliii 

9 

2. Casilerea 


3. Billiiilough 

14 

4. Kiltiillagh 


5. Bellanagare .... 


6. Frenchpark 


7. Artagli 


8. Castlepiunket .... 

0 


57 
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Casilerea. 


Electoral Divisions. 

Area in Statute 
Measure. 

Popiilation ia 
lfi31. 

Present £10 
Coustitiieiicy, 
whose 
rating was 
ascertained. 


1 -'1,528 

5,622 

89 

Castlerea .... 

21,344 

9,113 

10 

Ballinlough . 

10,107 

4,390 

5 

Killullagh 

14,928 



Bellanagare . 

11,090 

3,244 


French-park . 

13,974 

6,622 

69 

Artagh .... 

15,590 

4,140 

70 

Castleplunket. 

12,736 

• 3,227 



120 , 297 

40,832 

321 


Thomas Gather. 

Inquiry held at Castlerea, on the 5th, 6th, 7tli and 8th of April, 1841. 
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LOCAL REPORTS— SECOND SERIES.^;^Wi-^/#| 

BELFAST. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 

Since the date of the former inquiry into the valuation of this Union, a resolution of the Belfast. 

Board of Guardians was passed on the 23rd February, 1S4L to the effect that 10 per cent, 
throuffhout the Union should be allowed to all landlords undertaking the payment ol the rate j,, j^uow 10 per cent, 
of properties, of the annual value of less than 5Z. ; and that in ail cases where the net value to undertaking land- j 
was just 5Z., the clerk, with the assent of the parties, was to be at liberty to reduce the .^lue consent 

to Al. 19j. 6d., to bring such properties under the operation of the Z-^d section oc tne Jroor ofpajfjeg^ to reduce J 
Law Act valuation from 5/. to 

In pursuance of that resolution, Mr. Ohermside proposed as lessor of 16 rated tenements, 5 ,^ 

to undertake the payment of the rate. In order to enable Mr. Chermside to become the i^te- three cases for Mr.' 
paver of the entire of his rated tenements, the Board reduced the valuation of three ot those chermside. 
tenements rated at 5Z. to Al. 19^. 6cZ. The alteration was made in the collector’s book, but no 
alteration has as yet been made in the valuation books, as signed by the guardians. A similar 'a" 

arranirement was made in one case for Mr. M‘Gee, and m seven cases for Messrs. 1 hompson ; 
thus making in the whole 11 cases in which the reduction of 57. rated tenements to 47. 19 j. 6d. cases. 

valuator of the town of Belfast, was assisted in his valuation by his two Viator had assis. 
sons and his nephew, who are engaged with himself in the construction of several public works, 
and in engineering. . , 

■When his assistants were about to commenoe tl.e.r valuahon, he directed them to put upon 

houses of 57. letting value, valuations below the letting value. , , , . , 

He wished on a 57. house to keep the rated value from Idj. to 17. under tlie letting value. Tc rate y., 4?., 3/. 
He directed his assistants to act on the same rule with respect to houses of 47. letting value 
and on 37. houses to deduct even something more. 

He laid down that rule of value because houses of 51. letting value and under are not kept His reasott. for those 
in as good repair as the more valuable houses, and the tenants pay the rent by the week. 

He considered the tenants were paying more than the fair rent of such holdings, and that 
as the landlord was getting more than the fair rent he ought to he bable to a greater portion 

”^Ww"the houses were of 67. value and upwards he kept under what he considered the 
lettino- value. If he thought a tenement would let for 107., he put it down m his valuation 
from !)7. to 97. IOj. He wished to be a little under the real letting value rather than over it, 
and he therefore generally put down the value 17. less than the real letting value ot 1U7. 
houses; but where he thought the house good value, he put down that without deducting 


Houses of 10/. kept 
the lettiot; value, 
for Clerk of 


, under Police Act. 


anything. -n j 

On all houses over 107. he kept nearer the letting value, but still under it 

As the valuator seemed to have been guided in his valuation by the Police valuation of 

the town for the year 1839, with which he had been furnished by the Board ot Guardians, PoUceCommissiouers. 

inquiries'were made from Mr. Gilmer, the clerk to the Commissioners, os to the prmcip 0 "t 

of the Police valuation. The Police Act for the lowm of Belfast is a local one, and under its 
provisions a power is given to Commissioners to levy a rate of 6d. in the pound on tenements 
of 57. annual value, and not exceeding 207. ; of U. in the pound on tenements of the annual 
value of 207. and not exceeding 807., and of Is. 6d. in the pound on all tenements above the 
value of 807., with a power of increasing the rate in the same ratio. 

No houses under 57. annual value are rated under this Act. _ _ 

The valuators must be four householders who are sworn Jo ^alue impartial y. ^ Qualii 5 cationotVM.i- 

The Act does not specifically point out the basis on which the valuation la to be made , but 

the Commissioner’s instructions to the valuators are to put on the fair annual value which in instructions to Valua- 
their judgment a landlord would let the house for to a yearly tenant. , r IXurpSkoAct. 

Mr. Gilmer states that the valuations are below the rents actually obtained for the tene- under the Pol«ie A 
ments, that for the houses which are rated under the Police Act, at from 57. to 77._, the lent 
paid is in general from 17. to 17. IOj. more than the rate ; thatZ7. and87. houses, bring a rent 
of about 107. ; that in all houses the valuation on the old houses is lower in proportion to the 
rent paid than on the new houses by at least 107. per cent.; that on houses rated fi ora 
107. to 157. the rate is 27. to 37. under the rent they pay ; that houses rated from 157. to 
207., and from 207. to 307. are near the rents paid; but that over 307. it is not possible to give 

"Tht'vlTo^r the Poor Law Act Mr. Richey havine. ‘>”“8 Sri™.-”,"*' 

valuation, in many instances noted down the rents payable by the occupiers as stated by them ^1;^ 
to him, a comparison has been made of the relative value of the rents, the loor Law, and valuator made notes 
GrilEth’s valuations, of a number othonses in the streets in the following table;— . 


of rents. 
Comparison of ss 
with valuation. 
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Comparison of same 
with Valuation. 


Result of that com. 
paclson. 


Comparison ol Police 
and Poor Kate valua- 


Population of 
Borough. 


Net AnnualValue. 


Number of Klectors 
on Clerk of the 
Peace's list. 

Actual consiituenc)-. 


Cause of decrease of 
constituenc/. 


Street. 

Number pf 
Houses in which 
Rent 

ascertained. 

Rent. 

Griffith’s Gross 
Valuation. 

Police 

Valuation. 

Poor Law 
Valuation. 

North-street . . , 

20 

£. s. 
333 10 

£. 

353 14 

£. 

322 0 

£. S. 

341 0 

Donegal-street , 

20 

1,298 0 

1,289 10 

1,098 0 

1,153 0 

Rosemarv-slreet . 

20 

685 0 

rr23 10 

550 0 

602 0 

Michael-street . 

20 

186 0 


188 0 

178 0 

Chichester-lane . . 

20 

190 0 


138 0 

139 0 

King-street . 

20 

413 2 

4oi 0 

413 0 

404 0 

Sanciy-row . 

10 

30 0 


. * 

20 0 

Ditto 

10 

39 0 




Ditto 

10 

40 0 



35 0 

Ditto 

10 

50 0 



42 10 

Ditto 

10 

52 0 



45 0 

Henrietta-slreet . 

20 

198 0 

174 0 

184 0 

181 0 

Chichester-street . . . 

10 

5S1 0 

542 0 

461 0 

451 0 

Great Edward-street. 

10 

220 0 

210 0 

194 0 

192 0 

■ 


4,307 2 


£3,548 

3,813 1© 


The tenements ill blank are omitted from their valuations being under the value of £5. 


The result of that comparison appears to bo, that the rental of 210 houses is 4307.?. 2^’., the 
rating value of which is 3813?. 13^., or about 12?. per cent, less than the rental. That on 
10 houses, the average rent of each of which is £3 0 0 The average rate of each is £2 0 
10 ditto ditto 3 19 9 Ditto ditto 3 0 

10 ditto ditto 4 0 0 Ditto ditto 3 10 

10 ditto ditto 5 0 0 Ditto ditto 4 5 

10 ditto ditto 5 4 0 Ditto ditto 4 10 

20 ditto ditto 9 6 2 Ditto ditto 8 18 

20 ditto ditto 9 10 9 Ditto ditto 6 19 

20 ditto ditto 9 18 0 Ditto ditto 9 1 

20 ditto ditto 16 13 6 Ditto ditto 17 1 

10 ditto ditto 22 0 0 Ditto ditto 19 4 

20 ditto ditto 34 . 5 0 Ditto ditto 32 0 

10 ditto ditto ■ 58 2 0 Ditto ditto 45 2 

20 ditto ditto 64 9 6 Ditto ditto 57 13 

The Police valuation appears to approach closely to the Poor Rate valuation. The amount 
of the Police valuation in the prefixed table being 3548?. and the Poor Law valuation of the 
same houses, 3541?. 

The different boundaries which exist for the purposes of the Poor Law, of the Police Act, 
and the Parliamentary franchise, render it ditBcult, if not impossible, to ascertain with accuracy 
the exact amount of population and of rating. 

The population within the Parliamentary borough of Belfast may be estimated at 70,000. 
The total amount of the net annual value of the town district, valued by Mr. Richey, appears 
to be 157,647?. 15 a'. ; but that comprises certain tenements lying outside the Parlia- 
mentary Boundary of Borough, estimated at about 1,000?. net annual value. So that the 
1*56^647"? Borough, within the Parliamentary Boundary, seems to . be 

The Parliamentary Constituency consists exclusively of 10?. Householders. On reference 
to the published lists of the Clerk of the Peace, the number of Electors now registered would 
appear to be 4,087, (exclusive of those registered in 1832, and in January, 1833, whose right 
to vote has now expired), but the number appearing on the list greatly exceeds the actual 
number of the constituency. It seems certain that, owing principally to' the frequent changes 
which take place in the occupancy of houses of small value in this Borough, the available con- 
stituency does not amount to so many as 2,000, not one half of the apparent number. Many 
persons have been registered inore than once in right of the same premises, and in many cases 
it was stated, that the same individuals appeared registered several times successively, at 
different periods, on removal to different premises; while the names of both classes are still 
necessarily retained on the lists, in right of former registries,-until the period of eight years 
shall have expired from their dates. . 

It was impossible, without much local information, to make an actual comparison of the 
premises in respect of which Electors were registered, with the Poor Law Valuation ; but a 
statement supplied to me by Mr. Alexander M'Briar, who has been for some years engaged 
in attending to the Registry of Belfast, seems to contain a very elaborate and careful analysis 
of the constituency, and comparison of it with the Poor Law Valuation. 

The result of this statement is, that upon the first of March, 1841, the entire available con- 
stituency of Belfast amounted to no more than 1,833. In the Appendix will be found tabular 
summaries of the comparison made by Mr. M‘Briar. 


Inqiiiry held at Belfast, l'2th and 13?A April, 1841. 


Henry O’Hara. 


Note. — The details of this statement rest entirely upon the authority of Mr. M'Briar, but 
that gentleman has vouched its complete accuracy. 
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DUNMANWAY UNION. 


REPORT. 

Keport. 

The Union of Dnmnanway, which comprises parts of the baronies ofWest Muskerry, of the popuhitUm and area 
east division of East Carberry, of the west division of East Carberry, and of Ibane and Bariyroe, of Unien. 
in the county of Cork, extends over an area of 89,802 statute acres, and contains a population 
of 30,138, according to the Census of 1831. 

The Union, which was declared on the ISth of December, 1839, consists of seven Electoral Number of Electoral 
Divisions. There are 5 ex- officio and 1 5 elected Guardians. 

At a meeting of the Guardians, held on the 13th of February, 1840, tt being, in the opinion New valuation re- 
of the Board, requisite that, there should be a ne^v valuation of all the Ateable property tvitliin solved on. 
the Union, and an advertisement having been published in the Cork papers, inviting cornpeteiit 
persons to effect such valuation, it was resolved that the tender of Messrs. W illiam Gillman, Appointment of three 
John W''elply, and William Pattlson, to effect the valuation at 240^. should be accepted; it valuaiors. 
being understood that in all cases the three valuators would inspect and value all the rateable 
property conjointly, so as to insure relative value tliroughout the whole Union, and would com- 
plete their valuation by the 1st of January, 1841. — (See Extracts from Minute-b, 

Appendix.) 

None of the three w^ere professional valuators, but farmers residing within the Union. Mr. Qualific.itiou of 
Welply had been employed, about 16 yearn ago, in making a valuation of the west division of 
East Carberry, for the purpose of equalizing tfte County Cess. 

The valuatore were furnished with the Tithe Composition-books, and with the County Cess Documents futaUhed 
Applotment for the parishes of Fanlobus, Drinagh, Inchigeela, and Kilraichael. They also 
obtained maps from several landlords of their estates situate within the Union. 

Thev used the Tithe Composition and County Cess Applotment for the puiqjose of ascertain- Use made of them, 
ino- the'areas of the different farms, but did not use either of them for the purpose of ascertaining 
the value, because the County Cess Applotment was much below the real value, having been 
calculated according to a low scale of the prices of farming produce, and the Tithe Composition 
was often too high, although the value of land in the Union had gi-eatly improved since that 
valuation had been made. But they ahvays used those documents to assist them in forming 
their opinion as to the true value. — (See Mr. Pattison's Evidence, Appendix.) 

The three valuators always valued together, and visited every tenement in the Union. The Mode in which valua. 
inquhies made by them on visiting each tenement were as to its extent, the names of the land- 
lord and occupant, and the amount of the rent. The replies they obtained to all these 
inquiries, except the last, were in general satisfactory ; but in some cases the tenants refused to 
state the amount of their rents, and when they did so, it was generally under what they paid, 
so that the valuators could not depend on it, and never took it down in their field-hooks.— (See 
Mr. Pattison’s Evidence, Appendix.) 

The standard of value which they adopted was not the utmost that could be got from a sol- standard of value 
vent tenant, but such a rent as they considered the tenant could afford to pay and live by. In adopted, 
calculating the value they did not take the present prices of produce, but the average of prices 
for the last four years, which brought it below the present prices. They did not make any 
allowance for any profit to be derived by the tenant from the occupation, but always allowed 
what would fairly support him and such members of his family as lived with him, and assisted 
in the cultivation of the farm. — (Ibid. Appendix.) 

In the mountain districts, which comprise upwards of one-third of the Union, tlie farms arc Applicatiua of stan- 
generally from 50 to 300, and in the lowland districts, from 10 to 50 acres; but in applying 
their standard of value, the valuators made no distinction between farms of different sizes. 

Houses and lands were separately valued, even when occupied together. The value of the Valuation of houses 
house was estimated according to its appearance and state of repair ; a slated house was i-alued the country, 
considerably higher than a thatched-house of the same description. 

The same system of valuation was adopted in the towns and villages as in the rural districts. In and adjoining 
except that the valuators took into consideration the higher lett^ value in tmvns. 

On the 2nd of May, 1840, a Valuation Committee, consisting ol three Guardians, was ap- Proceedings of Board 
pointed for the pui-pose of inspecting the books and proceedings of the valuators, and reporting 
same to the Guardians. And on the iOth of October following, the valuation having been ^ 

completed, it was ordered by the Board that it should be open for inspection from the 21st of 
October till the 13th of November following. (See Extracts from Minute-book, Appendix.) 

About 60 objections were lodged against the venation ; and the Board of Guardians me^ 
pursuant to notice, on tlie 25th and 28th of November, 1840, for the puipose of hearing such 
objections, when they dismissed about 20 of them as frivolous ; about twenty were allowed ; and 
there being a doubt as to the remaining 20, the valuator were directed to re-inspect tlie pre- 
mises and to reconsider their valuation, which they accordingly did, and made so^ne alterations 
which were satisfactory. The objections having been then all withdrawn, and the valuation 
completed, a rate was struck for the Union on the 27th of February last. 

Mr. Pattison (who was the only one of the valuators examined, the others having been ab- 
sentfi-omDunmamvay at the time of holding the inquiry), stated, that the rate-payers were 

2H2 
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generally content with the valuation ;• that there had been no objection against it from any 
landlord ; and that no notices of appeal had been lodged. 

Griffith’s valuation of this Union has not yet been made, 
j Mr. Pattison stated that the valuators had instituted a comparison between the value set by 
them upon each tenement, and the rent actually paid, when they were, from their own local 
knowledge, aware of the amount : the result of which was, that in a very few instances, and those 
principally where tenants held under old leases, the valuation was as high as the rent, but that 
by far the greatest proportion were below the rent, in some cases nearly one-third, when the 
lands were held under middle-men. (See Mr. Pattison’s evidence. Appendix,) In conse- 
quence of the valuators not having, in any instance, entered them in their field-books, I was 
unable to ascertain the rents at which any estates in the Union are held, except those of a few 
electors on General Shuldham’s, and the Cox family estates, which were kindly furnished to me 
by W. L. Shuldham, Esq., the agent for both ; but as they are principally rents reserved on old 
lettings, they afford no criterion of the relation which rents bear to the veuuation over the entire 
Union. 

'J’he number of 10/. elecfois in the Union, at present on the registry, is 80. The rating of 
j 63 of these which has been ascertained, is as follows : — 

2 are rated under 5/. 4 are rated tinder 8/. 

2 „ under 6/. 4 „ under 9/. 

3 j, under 11. 4 „ under 10/. 

59 at and above 10/. 

The number of 10/. electors registered in 1832, and still resident in the Union, but not re- 
registered, appears to be 47. The rating of 33 of these has been ascertained as follows : — 

2 are rated under 5/. 4 are rated under 8/. 

4 „ under 6/. 5 „ under 9/. 

4 „ under 11. 4 „ under 10/. 

28 at and above 10/. 

Mr. Pattison states, that the usual manner in which lands are let in this part of the country, 
by the owners in fee, is for three lives or 31 years; but that leases for 21 years, under middle- 
men, are now numei-ous. 

T Kennedy Lowry. 

Inquiry held at Dunmanway, and 26/A Match, 1841. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



VALUATION for POOR RATES, IRELAND. 


227 


LISTOWEL UNION. 


REPORT. 

The Union of Listowel, in the county of Kerry, which comprises the entire barony of Iragh- 
ticonnor, and also the barony of Clanniai.irice, except the several townlands within the parish 
of Fennit, and the townland of Lissadigue, in the parish of Ballynahaglish, extends over an 
area of 190/229 statute acres, and contains a population of 65,198, according to the census of 
1831. The towns of Instowel, Tarbert, and Ardfert, lie within the Union. 

The entire population of Kerry, according to the census of 1831, is 263, 126. 

The Union was declared on the 31st of March, 1840: it consists of 21 electoral divisions. 
There are 36 Guardians, of whom 9 are ex-officio and 27 elected. 

At the first meeting of the Board of Guardians, held on the 6th of May, 1840, it was re- 
solved, there being no existing valuation which could be made available and sufficient for the 
purpose of estimating the net annual value of the rateable property in the Union, a fresh 
valuation would be required, and that a competent person or persons should be appointed to 
value the whole of the rateable property throughout the Union, and to correct existing 
surveys where necessary. An advertisement was at the same time directed to be inserted 
in the Limerick, Cork, Kerry, and Dublin newspapers, for persons to undertake the duty. 
A committee, consisting of nine members of the Board of Guardians, was appointed for the 
purpose of assisting in the valuation, three to be a quorum ; and it was resolved that the 
Guardian or Guardians of each electoral division should be added to the committee as con- 
sulting members, but not to vote. 

The advertisement for valuators having been accordingly published, Mr. Thomas O’Brien 
was, on the 3rd of June, 1840, apijointed sole valuator of the entire Union. Mr. O’Brien 
was not a valuator by profession, but is an extensive farmer residing in the county of Tipperary. 
He had previously valued the Cashel Union, by the Board of which, as well as by Mr. 
Hawley, the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, he had been strongly recommended. 

Mr. O'Brien was furnished with a map of the Union, the tithe composition books, and 
the county-cess valuation. Prom the map, which was copied from a sketch map of the 
Ordnance Survey, he ascertained the exact area of each townland. The valuation in the tithe 
composition books was so inaccurate, that he did not use it except for the purpose of assisting 
him in ascertaining the area.s of the difierent farms. And the county-cess valuation, though 
much above his valuation, in some instances 25 per cent., and occasionally even above the rent, 
he found in general very correct as to relative value. 

His practice on going into a townland was to call a meeting of all the tenants, and to re- 
quire them to furnish him with a statement of the quantity of land and the rents of their 
respective farms, which they always willingly gave him. They also showed him their leases 
and receipts for rent, which he was thus able to ascertain correctly, ,an(l always entered in his 
field-books, from which I have been able to ascertain the rent of every 10^. elector in the 
Union whose name appears on the rate-book. Mr. O’Brien states, that after obtaining this 
information, he visited each tenement separately. 

Tile standard of value which he adopted was, as explained by himself, “ not the rack-rent, 
nor the utmost that could be got from a solvent tenant, but a fair and 'reasonable rent, which 
he calculated on (he average rents for the last 10 or 20 years paid by tenants able to meet 
their demands,” and “ in estimating what the tenement would let for to-such a person he made 
an allowance for the profit usually derived in that part of the country from the occupation, 
which he estimated at one-third of the produce.” 

Farms of from 20 to SO acres are most prevalent in the Union ; and, in applying this 
standard, Mr. O’Brien states that he found large farms were lower set tliansmall ones, a farm 
of 100 acres being generally set 40 per cent, less than one of 10 acres, and that in valuing 
them he kept up the same proportions as they were let at. 

Houses in the country, when occupied together with lands, and held under the some land- 
lord, were not separately valued ; but, even when separately valued, he merely estimated the 
value of the house according to the accommodation it afforded to the occupier. 

In the valuation of houses and tenements in and adjoining towns, he estimated the local 
advatnanges and the higher letting value than in rural districts. 

The Valuation Committee originally appointed by the Board never acted; but as soon as 
Mr. O’Brien finished the valuation of each electoral division, the book containing it was depo- 
sited by him with the Board of Guardians, who handed it over to the guardian or guardians 
for that particular division, in whose possession it remained for a month, for the inspection of 
the rate-payers, who had free access to it. At the expiration of the month it was returned to the 
valuator, with any remarks the Guardians deemed necessaiy, and he then having re-examined 
and corrected it, returned it to the Board. The books have since remained with the clerk 
of the Union, and have been open for inspection by the rate-payers since the 1st of March 
last, and are to continue so open till the oOth instant, after which a revision is to take place 
on the 3rd of April next. — (See Evidence of Valuator, Appekdi-X.) 

Tlie valuator states, that both tenants and landlords are, in general, perfectly satisfied with 
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his valuation ; and in this he is con-oborated by the evidence of two of the Guardians exa- 
minedj who state that the only well-founded complaints are as to comparative value. 

Griffith’s valuation has not yet been made in this Union. 

Mr. O’Brien had instituted a comparison between the value set by him upon the several 
holdings and the rent actually paid. In almost every instance he found that his valuation 
differed very little from the rent obtained, even on recent lettings, from the occupying tenants, 
by the owners in fee, hut that it was occasionally one-third, one-half, and in many instances even 
less than one-half of the rent obtained by middle-men from their undertenants. 

The total number of 10/. electors at present on the registiy, whose tenements are situate 
within the Union, is 259. I was enabled to ascertain the rating of 214 of them, which is as 
follows : — 

20 are rated under 5/. 42 are rated under 8/. 

25 „ under 6/. 47 „ under 9/. 

34 „ under 71- 47 „ under 10/. 

167 at and above 10/. 

The total number of 10/. electors registered in 1832, w’ho have not since re-registered, and 
whose tenements are within the Union, is 108. Of these I have been enabled to ascertain the 
rating of 7 0, which is as folloivs : — 

9 are rated under 5/. ' 14 are rated under 8/. 

10 „ under 6/. 17 j, under 9/. 

12 „■ under 7/. 17 „ under 10/. 

53 at and above 10/. 

On the Trinity College estate, in the barony of Iraghticonnor, and containing, according to 
Mr. Mahony’s evidence, 28,000 plantation acres, the lease to the immediate tenant, Mr. 
Blacker, is only for 21 year-s, and the term granted by him to his sub-tenants is only 19 years, 
so.that no 10/. electors can be registered from that estate. On the other estates in that barony 
the tenants generally hold under leases for 14 and 21 years. In the barony of Clanmaurice, the 
valuator states that the majority hold from year to year, but that a number hold under leases 
for two lives and 21 years. 

T. Kennedy Low'ry. 

Inquiry held at Listowel, March 20^A, 22nc/, 23?'c/, and 'iAth, 1S41. 


Area, Net Annual Value, and Population, of each Electoral Division in the Union of Listowel, with 
Total Area, Net Annual Value, and Population. 


No. 

Electoral Divisions. 

Statute Measure. 

Net 

Annual Value. 

Value per 
Statute Acte. 

Value per 
Irish Acre. 

Population 
in 1831. 





A. 


p, 

£. 

,, 

d. 

£. s. 

d. 

£. 

, 

d. 


1 

Listowel . • . 



12,581 


28 

9,649- 


6 

0 15 


1 

4 

11 

6,802 

2 

Guasborough . , 



12,800 


16 

5,920 


0 

0 9 

11 

0 

16 

1 

3,105 

3 

Kiiockanure • . 



8,968 


14 

3,630 


0 

0 8 

1+ 

0 

13 

2 

1,741 

4 

Newtuwnsands • 



9.808 


12 

4,430 


0 

9 


0 

14 

S 

2,978 

5 

Tarbert . . . 



8,493 



6,013 


6 

0 14 


1 

3 

0 

4,371 

6 

Ballvlongfoid . 



13,812 


32 

6,761 

11 

6 

9 

ifi- 

0 

15 

0 

5,698 

7 

Lisselton . . . 






3,395 


0 

8 

6 

0 

13 


2,158 

8 

KilUhenv . . • 



4,979 


18 

2,639 


6 

10 

7 

0 

17 

2 

2,299 

9 

Kilconly . . . 



7,943 


39 

2,694 


0 

6 

91 

0 

11 


1,660 

10 

Rattoo .... 



6,900 



4,601 


0 

13 

4 

1 

1 

8 

2,943 

11 

Drumkerin . . 



8,795 


30 


14 

6 

12 


0 

19 

11 

4,974 

12 

Ballvheigue . . 



8,233 


17 

3,286 

18 

0 

8 

0 

0 

13 

0 

3,766 


Kilniuily ■ . . 



6,958 


38 

6,358 

15 

0 

18 


1 

9 

9 

4,057 

14 

Ardfett. . . . 



5,036 


31 

3,617 

14 

0 

14 


1 

3 

4+ 

3,075 

15 

Abbevdorney . • 



6,836 


20 

4,513 

4 

0 

15 


1 

5 

14 

2,986 


Killaghan . . . 




0 

10 

2,403 

17 

8 

12 

y 

1 

U 

5 

1,076 

17 

Kiltoomey . . . 



8,436 

2 


6,489 

0 

2 

15 

44 

1 

5 

0 

3,573 





6,657 


18 

1,684 

0 

6 

5 

04 

0 

8 

1i 

1,072 

19 

Kilfeighney . . 



10,378 

1 


3,359 

12 

0 

6 

5^ 

0 

10 

6 

1,901 

20 

Kiishiuane . . 



15,343 

0 

20 

3,111 

1 

0 

4 


0 

6 


1,735 

21 

Duagh . . . . 



16,480 



5,092 

11 

0 

6 

n 

0 

10 

1 

3,228 





190,229 


36 

96,001 

6 

10 






65,198 
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RATHDOWN UNION. 


REPORT 

The Union of Rathdown is divided into 12 electoral divisions, of which seven lie in the ZxtenUnd^op'uIa- 
county of Dublin, two in the county of Wicklow, and two partly in Dublin, and partly in 
Wicklow ; its area is 61,752 acres, and its population 39,933. 

The towns and villages of Kingstown, Bray, KUliney, Blackrock, Booferstown, and a great 
many other villages, lie within the Union. 

The Union was deelared on the 8th of August, 1839 ; the first election of Guardians took 
place on the 5th of September : the number of Guardians is 24, and of ex officio 8. 

On the 1 6th of September, 1839, a committee was appointed to inquire into existing valua- 
tions. 

On the' 30th of December, the committee, having reported that there was no valuation of Existmg Sutveys. 
the Union that could be made available, except a local valuation of Kingstown, a new valua- 
tion was resolved upon. 

On the 23rd of October, Mr. G. Taylor was appointed to value the Union : the remunera- 
tion agreed on was 220Z. Mr. Taylor is a surveyor and civil engineer by profession : he 
states that he has valued about 200,000 acros in different parts of Ireland, for private and 
public purposes. 

The documents which Mr. Taylor procured, to aid him in the valuation of the Union, were Documents used by 
copies of the Tithe Composition and of County Cess; but he never had an opportunity of Valuator, 
seeing the local valuation of Kingstown, although the Board had, by their advertisement for .<■, 

valuators, undertaken that it should be obtained. 

Griffith’s valuation was not made in the Union. 

The valuator obtained the Ordnance Maps of the county of Dublin, but not those of the 
county of Wicklow. 

He got maps from many of the landlords, but not their rentals ; he says that he did not 
apply for them, as he did not wish it should be supposed that he would rely on the rent. 

He was the sole responsible valuator, but he employed assistants, with the concurrence of 
the Board: the assistants were chiefly made use of in ascertaining the areas; this, he says, 
was the most laborious and tedious operation : there was an indisposition to give the areas ac- 
curately; the occupiers were disposed to under-rate the value of their tenements, and the 
number of acres held by them : “ many of them,” Mr. Taylor says, *■' afterwards explained 
why they wished to have a low valuation : the motives were these — they said it would be the 
basis on which all future taxation would be levied ; and, secondly, it would affect the minds of 
landlords when re-letting.” 

The property in the Union is of a very varied character; a portion is agricultural, and 
much of it is wild and mountainous, but a great part of it is occupied by residences and that 
class of tenements called by the valuators “ villa property,” the value of which does not de- 
pend altogether on the produce of the land, but upon the circumstance of being occupied by, or 
attached to, private residences. 

Mr. Taylor described to us his mode of valuing villa property. He states that “■ he thinks 
that the rents which people will give for villa property is no test of value ; never valued them 
at that at all ; valued villa property according to the sum expended, allowing the proprietor 
an interest of 10 per cent, for his capital laid out on the house, and valued the land about it 
according to the acreable scale of value which he had adopted m that locality.” — (See Mr. 

Taylor’s Evidence, Appendix). 

Mr. Taylor thinks that the effect of locality, as regards contiguity to Dublin, extends all over 
the Union, and affects the value of all classes of property, even that of the mountain farms. 

Mr. Quinn, Guardicin for the electoral division of Bray, states that he has let 40 acres near 
Bray, for ever, at lOZ. an acre, 10 acres of which are rated at 41. an acre, and 30 acres at 6Z. 
an acre. He himself took a portion of it at 41. an acre, about 10 years ago, and he was 
bound by his lease to lay out money on it. He mentions other instances of land near Bray, 
where the valuation bears about the same proportion to the rent. 

The valuation is also below rents paid for purely agricultural purposes. Mr. Mackay, the 
clerk of the Union,' states that he knows glebe land about a mile from Bray set for 51. IOj., 
and valued at 41. He thinks that the valuation generally is much below what he himself 
would give for land. 

Mr. Taylor states that “ tliere is a great part of the mountain valued at Zd. an acre. 

There is one lot-of 700 and odd acres valued at 15/. That is in Glancullen, that is outside 
all boundaries. No land is known here by quantity in letting, except arable. A man who 
has six acres of arable on the skirts of the mountain round his cabin, will have 20 or 30 acres 
of the mountain enclosed to his own use. He employs these 20 or 30 acres in grazing cattle. 

They are a very comfortable snug class of farmers, and get considerable sums for their good- 
will. Has seen 200/. given for the good-will of a stripe of a mountain farm. There are not 
more than 20 acres arable or green land, and about 60 acres of mountain ; thinks the rent 
was about 30/. Would value that at about 45/. a-year.” 
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Mr. Taylor says that in consequence of the great competition for land, the smaller the 
holdings the higher the rack-rent; but that in valuing the Union he adopted the same acreable 
value for all holdings, whether large or small. He states that, comparing the valuation with 
the rack-rent of holdings under tive acres, there is a much greater difference between them 
than between the valuations and rent of large holdings ; that the rack-rent of a small holding 
would be about half as much more than the valuation, and that in smaller holdings the rent 
may be double the valuation. 

Upon the whole, he considers that the valuation is not a full valuation, nor anything like 
a full valuation, according to the rents to be obtained from tenants, who will pay the rent and 
continue to pay it. “ More,” he says, “ can be got out of it, and thinks that it is at least 20 
per cent, under what is so got ; is safe at that ; is satisfied that there is a vast difference 
iDetween the 164, 500^., at which the Union is valued, and that which is actually got out of it; 
is sure that 200,000^., at least, is got out of it. Knows that there are exorbitant rents paid, 
far beyond what could be put on it attending to a fair valuation between man a,nd man.” 

Mr, Taylor considers that his valuation is a shade under the fair rent at which it ought to 
be let to a tenant for agricultui-al purposes by a good landlord. “ He never heard of any 
Union valued up to the letting value ; thinks that if the Legislature insisted on the Guardians 
and valuators valuing the land according to the utmost rent that people could be got to pay 
for it, would create great dissatisfaction. There would be a constant tendency to evad.e setting 
down the maximum. There would be that tendency on the part of the valuator, the Guardians, 
and the people.” — (Appendix, Evidence.) 

" There is a feeling amongst the valuators employed under the Poor Law that it is more 
convenient to make a low valuation, and that everything goes smoother.” 

“ A low valuation is easier made, because, even if not relatively fair, there are fewer objec- 
tions. Some of the valuations in Ireland are made on the principle of little more than half 
the rent. Such a valuation is rarely objected to. Thinks that such a valuation has a tendency 
to be less relative than any other, because men will not dispute about the ditferenee when both 
are under the mark.” — (Ibid.) 

We had an opportunity at a meeting of the Board of Guardians, of hearing the opinion of 
the Board respecting the valuation. The Board, through their chairman, Sir Geo. Hodson, 
gave its opinion ihat’the valuation was satisfactozy to all classes, landlords, tenants, and the 
public ; and that the test of value which had been adopted was the reasonable rent, and not 
the rack-rent, and they referred to the valuator for details. — (Appendix, Answers of Board.) 

The following was the mode of revision adopted by the Board : — • 

The esitire Union was divided into districts, each containing several electoi-al divisions; and 
as the valuation of each district was completed, it was submitted, in pursuance of a resolu- 
tion of the Board to that effect, to a valuation committee, consisting of the elected Guardians 
of that district, and the ex-offi,cio Guardians residing in the district. 

The Guardians were generally disposed to lower the valuation rather than to raise it. The 
valuator frequently acceded to the suggestions of the Guardians. Sometimes he declined to 
lower the value which he had originally set on the tenements. 

Mr. Mackay states that leases for agricultural purposes are generally for 21 or 31 years, 
or three lives concurrent ; and he thinksthat when leases expire they are generally renewed. 

In the Appendix will be found a list of 256 ten-pound electors, being the wholenumber now 
entitled to vote whose tenements are situate within the Union, with the sums at which they are 
rated. 

Forty-three 10/. electors, registered since 1832, are no longer in occupation, some of them 
being dead and others having sold their interests. 


The following Tables exhibit Classifications of the £10 Electobs according to the Sums at 
which they are rated, and the extent of their Holdings. 


Total 

Number 

entitled 
to vote. 

Number of £10 Electors now entitled to vote, rated at Sums 1 

£5. 

£5 

and under 
£6. 

£6 

and under 
£7. 

£7 

and under 
£8. 

£8 

and under 
£9. 

£9 

an<l under 
£10. 

£10 

and under 
£15. 

£15 

and under 
£■10 

£20 

'^"£30 

£30 

and 

upwards. 

256 

3 

4 


7 

12 


39 

20 

41 

116 


Number of the preceding rated at Sums. 

Under 

£10. 

Under 

£9. 

Under 

£8. 

Lender 

Under 

£6. 

Under 

£5. 

40 

31 

19 

12 

7 

3 
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Acreable Extent of Holdings of £10 Electors. 


Total 

Number. 

Number of £10 Electors now entitled to vote, holding j 

M,. 

and under 
10. 

10 Acres 
and under 
15. 

'15 Acres 
and under 
20. 

20 Acres 
and under 
30. 

30 Acres 
and under 
50. 

50 Acres 
nd un der 

75 Acres 
and under 
100. 

100 Acres 
upwards. 

cerfained 

256 

158 

18 

5 


12 

17 

. 13 

4 

20 

2 


The total amount of the acreage of the tenements of the 256 ten pound electors in the Union 
at present entitled to vote is 5303 acres, 16 perches ; and the amount of their rating is 9919^. 
16^. ^d. ; thus giving an average of 20 acres 2 roods 24 perches for each 10^. elector, and 
ail average valuation of U. 17s. 4d. per acre. 


Ratkdovm. 

Report. 


Number of Electors in each Division, with the Area in Statute Acres, and the Number of the 
Population in 1831. 


Names of Electoral Divisions. 

A“- 

Population. 

Valuation 
in Rate-Book. 

Number of £10 
Electors 
Registered, and 
low entitled to 
Vole. 

Proportion 
of Electors to 
Population. 

Kingstown . . . 

1,797 

6,571 

£. 

34,932 

89 

One i 

\ 774 

Slillorgan . . . 

3 , 282 

2,799 

18,007 

13 

One i 

fi 215 

Bray 

5,6^10 

5,710 

17,952 

19 

One i 

(1 300 

Killiney .... 

4,766 

3,713 

14,418 

16 

One in 232 

Ralhmichael ... 

2,744 

1,296 

6,045 

5 

One i 

n 259 

Gleiictillen . 

7,321 

2,282 

7,680 

19 

One in 120 | 

Diindrutn . . . 

4,533 

4,020 

21,150 

11 

One in 365 

Blackrock 

899 

6,136 

21,251 

31 

One i 

n 197 ! 

Powerscourt . . . 

21,060 

4,002 

8,776 

25 

One in 160 

Delgany .... 

968 

3,404 

14,262 

28 

One in 121 


61,752 

89,933 

£164,4/3 

256 

One i 

1 155 


This Union is a peculiar one, from the extremely high rents which are paid, 8/. and 104 
an acre not being uncommon. The valuation has been made with great care ; and although 
it approaches more nearly to the rent than in many other Unions, there is no dissatisfaction 
expressed. 

Charles Haig. 
Charles Kellt. 

Inquiry held at Bi-ay, Ibth, 16?A, and 17ih March, 1841. 


2 I 
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DUNDALK UNION. 


REPORT. 


The Union of Dundalk, in the counties of Louth, Armagh, and Monaghan, extends over 
104,372 statute acres, and comprises, according to the census of 1831, a population of63,911. 

It is divided into 19 electoral divisions, 17 in Louth, 1 in Armagh, and 1 in Monaghan. 
The Board of Guardians is composed of 30 elected Guardians and 10 ex-offi,eio. 

On the 22nd July, 1839, at a meeting of the Board, which was composed of 13 Guardians, 
a committee of 10 Guaj-dians was appointed to report to the Board, at their next meeting, the 
bese mode of proceeding, in order to obtain a correct valuation of the rateable property in the 
Union. On the 5th of August the committee made their report, stating, that the government 
survey, (Griffith’s) as a general survey, %vas sufficient, but that there was not any valuation of 
the Union on which a rate could be founded ; it was, therefore, necessary, in the first instance, 
that one or more fit and competent persons should be appointed as valuators. The Board, having 
adopted the report of the committee, advertised for valuators j and on the 26th of August, 
1839, eight tenders for valuing the Union were laid before the Board, who directed that the 
the further consideration of the question should be postponed for a fortnight. In the mean time, 
Mr. M‘ Cann, an elected Guardian, retired from the Board, and having offered himself for the 
office, was unanimously elected tlie valuator of the rural districts. At the same meeting, Mr. 
Casey was appointed valuator of the town of Dundalk. 

It seems, from the evidence of Mr. Barret, and from the resolutions of the committee, 
that the Board intended that Mr. Griffith’s valuation should be (except when it related to 
bogs,) the basis for making the Poor Law valuation. Mr. M‘Cann, however, considered, that 
by adhering to Mr. Griffith's valuation, the benefit of his evidence, in the case of appeals, 
would be lost. This circumstance, he states, induced the Board to allow him to value the 
Union according to his own judgment, although the Guardians wished that he should beguidedby 
Griffith’s valuation ; and for this purpose furnished him with the Ordnance Maps and Mr. 
Griffith’s valuation. No committee was appointed to inspect the valuation while it proceeded, 
and the Board thought that they should not interfere with it during its progress. In framing 
his valuation, Mr. M'Cann states that he took every pains to inform himself of the quality of 
the land ; he visited each tenement, tested his own opinions by Mr. Griffith’s valuation, and 
after he had thus formed a rough valuation, he fixed on a place in each electoral division, 
whore his valuation was read to a meeting of the rate-payers and discussed: if any objection 
were made, be reviewed the premises. In this manner he proceeded valuing the Union : his 
valuation appears to be satisfactory to the public, and the mode he adopted was sanctioned by 
the Board. 

Mr. M’Cann states, that he formed his estimate of the value of land from the appearance of 
the soil, and situation of the property : from this he judged of what a solvent tenant could pay. 
When he commenced, he formed his standard of value by considering what portion of ground 
a man, with the assistance of a family, could cultivate, he fixed this at from 10 to lo Irish 
acres : he supposed that the cultivation of this farm engaged the family the whole year, and 
the value he placed upon a farm of this description was the amount of rent which would allow 
the tenant to live out of the produce of the soil, as a person in his situation, in his opinion, 
should live : such a tenant he considers should be able to kill a pig or two every year for his 
own use, and have plenty of potatoes, milk, and other necessaries. Having ascertained the 
value of a particular farm in this way, in one district, he valued the rest of the Union on the 
same scale, by comparing other land with this farm. From a comparison made between the 
rents (as ascertained by the valuator), and the valuation of the entire Union, it appears that 
the valuation averages about two-thirds of the rent. 

It seems from Mr. M'Cann's evidence, that in some instances of small holdings, where the 
rent could not be paid from the produce of the land, and the occupiers resort to “jobbing’’ 
and other means of industry ; and in some cases, when they have no employment, live half 
the year on dry potatoes : some pay their rent from their earnings in England during the 
summer, and others beg half the year. 

When Mr. M'Cann reported that the valuation of the Union was completed, the Board 
directed the clerk to summon the committee, and also the guardians of the division, to inspect 
the valuation which was to be submitted to them for examination. Nothing seems to have 
been done by this committee; and on the 20th of July, 1840, the Board directed that Mr. 
M'Cann should furnish them with a comparative statement of his and Mr. Griffith’s valuation. 
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It seems that the Board were ignorant how to act, and a letter was written to them by the Dundalk 

Assistant-Commissioner, on the 31st of August, 1840, directing them to form a committee, 

and giving these instructions relative to valuation : — _ _ pf Valuatioii com- 

“ The committee will, of course, see, by the section 64th, that the valuation ought, as a pared with Mr. Grlf- 
whole, to be not less than the rent at which the property in the Union lets one property fith's. 
may be valued at more than the rent, and another may be valued at less than the rent ; but gi^ant-Commissioner 
as a whole, the valuation ought to be fully equal to the rent.” relative fo Valuation. 

The Board on the 31st of August, 1840, resolved that three guardians should form a Extract froni Minutes 
committee for the town, and five for the rural districts; but no selection was made, and it AppoiaVment of new 
appears that any of the guardians who chose to attend could act on the committee. Committee. 

The valuation of the Union was discussed at 32 meetings of the committee; they directed o'"*''® 

the valuator to revise the valuation of some townlands, but whether those townlands were con- Thefr^rematks on the 
sidered to be valued too high or too low does not appear from the minute-book. _ valuation. 

They proceeded in the same manner with all the divisions of the Union, with the exception 
of Dundalk, the valuation of which, they considered, was founded in error. Mr. M‘Cann ® 
states that he originally valued the town parks on an average at only 3f. lOs. per acre. _ „ , • ,, , 

The proprietor's agent stated that this valuation was too low, as the fields in the vicinity LaomoX'^aKent dis- 
of the town let at from Ql. to 71- per acre. The Assistant-Commissioner was referred to, and satisfied. 
according fo his directions the valuation was altered to 6^. per acre. The same agent now 
complains that the valuation is too high. 

At the next meeting of the committee, on the 8th March, 1841, a report was dratvn up and 
signed by nine members, disapproving of the valuation of the entire Union, on the grounds Griffith’s recom* 
th'at it differed from Mr. Griffith’s valuation, and also that the valuation of lands of the same mended, 
quality was not uniform. The committee recommended that the Board should adopt Griffith’s 
valuation as a basis, adding from 15 to 25 per cent, generally, and more in localities where 
Mr. Griffith’s valuation is greatly under the letting value. _ 

The latter recommendation refers to his valuation of bog-land, which in this part of the 
country lets for 8^. per acre, and are valued by Mr. Griffith at about D. per acre. 

From Mr. Barrett’s evidence it would appear that the committee were dissatisfied w’lth the Mr, Barrett's evi- 
valuation of almost every electoral division, but they postponed giving any definite opinion 
until the whole was investigated by them. Having then found that it would be impossible to 
correct the present one, they recommended the Board to adopt Mr. Griffith s, which had been 
examined and found to be accurate. , , , c , , r i • 

It was stated that Mr. Griffith's valuation, increased by from 15 to 20 per cent, would be 
much under the rack-rent, and would give a tenant, holding about 20 acres Irish, such an 
interest in the land as would enable him and his family to eat meat twice a-week, to have More liberal than 
plenty of other necessaries, and to enable him to lay by some money. ^'Cann’s. 

Mr. Barrett states, that a valuation which would efl-ect these objects is the one the com- Town Valuation, 

mittee would wish to adopt. , , „ x vi- xi. 

Mr. Casey, the town valuator, is a builder, and appeared to _ he well conversant with the Description of Pro- 
rents obtained for the property in the borough of Dundalk ; which consists almost exclusively petty. 

Hrwas furnished by the Board with Mr. Griffith’s valuation, hut states that from his inti- Documents fumishea 
mate acquaintance with the value of houses in the borough, he did not require to make use by the Board. 

He compared his valuation with Mr. Griffith’s and they agree ; this he attributes to the de- Poor Law Valuation 

predation in the value of houses since the latter was made. . ag'-^es with n it i s. 

Mr. Casey had been also previously employed in valuing the town for the purposes of lighting 

and paving. . i i xu- j Paving. 

In valuing for the Poor Law he took the reasonable letting value as the standard; this made poor Law Valuation 

the valuation lower than that for paving and lighting. 

Mr. Casey stated that he formed his judgment of the value from his knowledge of the rent 
paid for almost every house in the toivn, an^ also from inspection. House property, he stated, 
is deterioratino- so much every day, that at present he thinks the houses would not let tor more 
than he valued them. In Mr. McAllister’s opinion, the valuation is still about 10 per cent, 
under the lettinc value. The valuator stated that he allowed 20 per cent, between the gross DifTen>nce between 
and net valuation of all sort of houses, for although good houses would require less outlay to and net. 
keep them in the state in which they are when valued than inferior ones, still no persons think 
of laying out their money in that way. x-, . rr,. t i . 

When the valuation was completed he submitted it to the Committee. They thought the 
valuation too high, he reduced it 10 per cent., and in this shape it was approved of by the Board, Valuation approved 
and has given general satisfaction. . , . , » , . , i. 

The total number of 10^. electors whose tenements are situate within the part of this Union 
comprised in the county Louth, and whose separate rating could be ascertained is 1 14, and ot 
these — 

30 are valued under lOf. 

25 „ 91. 

23 „ 81. 

20 „ n. 

18 „ 81. 

18 „ 51. 

Tills list, the date of registry is not given, contains all 101. electors registered from 1832 to 
1841 inclusive, so far as traced in rate-book. 
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Dur.dalk. 

Kepof.t. 


In the borough of Dundalk there are — 

107 rated under 10/. 
106 „ 9/. 

68 „ 8 /. 

52 „ 71. 

31 „ 6/. 

25 „ tl. 


. There were, it was stated, no means of ascertaining the rents, hut that the scale adopted 
the valuation for the Poor Law was 25 per cent, below^the rent. 

John Nolan. 

Inquiry held at Dundalk 23rc/ and 24tA March, 1841. 
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LOCAL REPORTS— SECOND SERIES. 


NAAS UNION. 


REPORT. 

The Dmon of Naas consists of twenty-three electoral divisions, of wlilcMw^^^ m the 
coonty of Kildare, one in the county of Dublin, and two m the county of VicIJow. It con- 

" At' tte :e»:d°-^e:tiT„tthe‘Lrd, on the 26th of April. 1839, the Guardians nnani- 
rnousl, resohri ^ the Poor Law Comnrissioners to take upon thenrselves the appomt- 

“Tt fhe Llrmertinn. on the 9 lh of May there was a discussion respecting the best mode of 
, • • It- *Vt„, thp Rnard came to no resolution upon that question. 

"" Unon^thVsIrof Jut it was agrtcL that the Guardians residing hi the respective divisions 
shoSentol to prLure froir the several landlords and occup.ers hsts of the tenements, 

" Uportrisfd of Jui7*? r£lu“orof rhe'mT Tpril was rescinded, and the Board 

He adopted the Ordnance map^ boundaries and areas of the 

Sr NcrX^nl “nhlin Dnlons. Vese assistants ™r« ta heundartes of the tone- 
meets in a distriet of of the occnpier, to 

Mr. Vaughan states •'““''"o . | „„ revision, and that it was not 

t e.re1?er»“ »” 

that these inaccuracies would be ultimately rcctihed. , , j ,p tenements had not 

With respect to that portion *0 assistant 

been marked by the asststants, f^o “^°P assistant was inex- 

who both bm he had been taking cate of a farm tor Mr. Vangharr 

rZmSt 'mtr hr. Y^ghan states tl.t td fc. Jte and^s — 
lelfaS.^!;:! Thristanfs work by revaluing himself portions of 

the district valued hy the assistant. the valuation of farms to include 

Upon the 23rd September the valuator 7^^. j f Vaughan con- 
the house in the value of the Ian > 7 ° the Act of Parliament; refused to accede to it. 

h“eS.“e‘tllfshow the principles he adopted in his vaina- 

His valuation is not a rack reilt ; -'“"rhnult 
a solvent tenant — -it is a rent which can ® P ’ , .■ valuation as nearly as possible what 

by any one intending to pay ; endeavour^ ^ employed by a landlord ; 

a landlord ought to take fronc a tenant. Valued ^ if ,L rack-rent. 



Report.' 

Extent and popula- 


Resolution to request 
the Poor Law Cora- 
missioiietB to take on 
themselves the ap- 
pointment of a 
valuator. 


The former resolution 
respecting the ap- 
pointment of a 
valuator rescinded. 


Unwillingness of oc- 
cupiers to show true 
boundaries. 


Rack-rent not the test 
of value. 

BeRiiition of rack- 

Test of value. 
One-fifth less than the 
rack-rent. 


* Report of the Poor Law Commissioners, 1S40. 


2 K 
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N<m. small farm. If the rents paid for small farms were taken as a standard of value for large 

farms, the valuation of large farms would be far beyond the rent, perhaps a third more. 

LargsMYsmail farms “ estimating the effect of being near a town, thinks that at a distance of a mile the effect 

valued on the same ceases ; when he came within a mile, raised the acreable value by 5s., and then by 5s. more, 

and so on until he reached about double.” There are some instances near Naas where town- 
Ng'bovrhoodofa fields are let at 81. an acre, but in general they are let at 3/. lOj. or 41. ; that is about his 
valuation. The valuation occupied nearly four months. 

Bevisioii. The mode in which the revision was conducted was thus described by one of the Guardians 

who assisted at the revision. 

“ The Union was divided into four districts, eacli containing several Electoral Divisions. 
Local Committees were appointed, consisting of the elected and ex-officio Guardians residing 
in each district. These Committees met from day to day, and carefully examined and 
discussed the valuation of every tenement; on these occasions, the Valuator or his assistant 
was always present.” 

‘'The valuation was found to be much too high and very unequal. More than one-third of 
the valuations in some divisions were altered. Nine-tenths of those alterations were to lower 
the value. In some instances, the valuation was lowered 20 and 25 per cent. In a few 
instances, the valuation was raised. Mr. Vaughan valued grass-farms considerably below 
their value ; his valuation of tillage-land was much too high. The majority of the farms in 
this part of the county vary from 50 to 100 acres. Farms of that size always let at their 
full value; — thinks that Mr. Vaughan’s original valuation was much higher than the letting 
value, knows many instances in his Electoral Division where the valuation was above the rents 
paid.” 

“ Mr. Vaughan’s valuation was 10^. per cent., and the revised valuation is 51. per cent, 
above the vents paid on his own estate. In one instance, where the rent is 200^., the original 
valuation was 250Z., and the revised valuation is 225^.” (Appendix, Evidence, Naas.) 

The revision occupied about two months. A general Valuation Committee was then ap- 
pointed to confer with the Valuator. Mr. Vaughan attended at the meeting of that Committee, 
and in some instances, he was willing to consent to the proposed alterations, in others he 
refused. In general, the Valuator proposed to “split the difference” which %vas found to 
exist between him and the Guardians. (Appendix, Evidence, Naas.) ' 

The revised valuation At the next meeting of the Board, a Guardian moved, that the valuation as revised by the 
adopted a,ud submit- Local Committees should be adopted. An amendment was moved to the effect, that Mr. 
tL mte-payers!^'°"°^ Vaughan’s valuation, as reduced by him with a view to satisfy the Guardians, should be 
adopted. The amendment was rejected, and the original motion carried by a large majority 
of Guardians. 


Second revision of 
valuation. 


Objections chiefly 
where valuation above 
the rent. 


Grass-farms. 


The valuation was then submitted to the inspection of the rate-payers for 2 1 days in the 
usual way. 

A number of objections, amounting to 1200, were then sent in. 

The Board subsequently resolved to meet from day to day for 'the purpose of considering 
the objections. In many instances, the objections proceeded from persons whose tenements 
had been already reduced by the Local Committees. 

It appears, that, in almost every instance, where there was an objection, the valuation was 
above the rent. If it was upon a recent letting, the rent was adopted as the value of the laud, 
and something was added for the house. Out of the 1200 valuations to which objections 
were made, 969 were altered ; in scarcely any of these was the valuation raised. Mr.Vaughan’s 
valuation of the entire Union amounted to £188,382 ; it was reduced upon the first revision 
to £180,933, and on the second to £169,364. 

Mr. Vaughan admits that his valuation was a high one. Comparing his valuation of Naas 
Union with that of the Dublin rural districts, he says, “ The adjoining portions of both 
Unions are valued exactly alilce, but from the circumstance, that lands in the Naas Union let 
as he thinks lOf. per cent, below the letting value which prevails in other parts of Ireland, 
his valuation is 102. per cent, nearer to the letting value than he intended it to be. The Duke 
of Leinster and the Marquis of Downshire never put up their lands to competition. Con- 
siders that this circumstance affects the letting value all through the Union, and when land 
is let on these estates at a certain price, farmers form from this their estimate of what similar 
land ought to let for upon other properties. Considers, that constituted as Boards of Guar- 
dians generally are, the majority being tenants, they have a direct interest in keeping down 
the valuations, and no valuation that comes up to the mark will ever be allowed to remain so. 

When a farmer is bidding for land, the house adds little in his estimation to the value of 
the farm, all the Guardians agreed that the acreable value which he set upon the land was 
fair. Considers, that if the value of the house were taken olF, the valuation would in general 
he below the rents charged upon recent lettings. It would be about the rent charged upon 
the Duke of Leinster’s estate.” 

“ Farm-houses are not generally found upon grass-farms. The valuation of that class of 
farms was in general below the rent. They are often portions of desmesnes, are seldom let 
upon lease and are oftener in the market. Tenants are more easily found, and can be got 
from^ a distance, was aware that these high rents were paid, but considered them too high,— 
considered that they were let at rack rents.” (See Mr. Vaughan’s evidence, Appendix, Naas.) 

In the Appendix will be found a list of tenements, — the rents of which were furnished by 
the Valuator. 
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19,488a. 1r. 31p. 
£12,578. Is. 4d. 
£11,150. Is. 5d. 


The total area of those tenements is 
The to tal amount of valuations is . 

And the total amount of rents . 

It appears that the majority of the farms are held by lease, and that the landlords are 
generally disposed to give leases. (See Mr. Mansfield s Evidence.) ^ 

^ The total Mmber' of lOl. electors now appealing in the clerk of the peace s whose tene- 
ments are situated within the Union, is 241, being one to every 214 persons. Of these, 207 
were traced in the Rate Book as still in occupation of their holdings. 

The total number of lOZ. Electors registered in 1832, who have not renewed their registries 

is 190 Of these, 136 were traced. ,. . , . tt • -.i, c * 

The follomg Tables show the stale of the lOi. fraach.se in this Union with reference to 

the valuatio. 

£10 Electors now entitled to Vote whose Tenements are valued at Sums 



Total No. 
whose valua 

tained. 

^£5. 

£3^ 

£6 

under 

£7 

“’eg!'' 

£9 

and 

£10. 

£1^0 

£15. 

£15^ 

"I20.' 

£20 

and 

£30. 

£30 

and 

up- 

wards. 


20, 

n 

4 

2 

4 


3 

25 

12 

18 

121 

£10 Electors now 

enlitl 

d to Vote whose Tenements are valued at Sums 



Total whose Valuation 
is ascertained. 

Under £10. 

Under £9. 

Under £8. 

Under £7. 

Under £6. 

Under £5. 

207 

31 

28 

21 

17 

15 

11 


£l0 Electors now entitled to Vote holding 


Total Num. 
her whose 
valuation is 
ascertained. 

Under 

5 

and under 
10 acres. 

and under 
15 acres. 

15 acres 
and under 
20 acres. 

20 acres 
and under 

“50 r^res! 

50 acres 
and under 

75 acres 

and under 
100 acres. 

100 acres 
upwards. 

207 

44 

12 

8 

6 

14 

24 

31 

23 

- 45 


£10 Electors re< 


ristered in 1832 not since re-registered, whose Tenements are valued at Sums 


Total No. 

whose valua- Under 
tioiicouldbel £o. 
ascertained. 


£10 I £15 I £20 


£10 Electors registered in 1S32 not since re-registered, whose Tenements are valued et Sams 


Naas. 

Report. 


Total Number. 


£10 Electors registered in 1832 and not since re-registered, holdin- 


Total 

luation 
could be 

Under 
S acres. 

5 acres 
and under 
10. 

10 acres 
and under 
15. 

15 acres 
and under 
20. 

20 acres 
and under 
30. 

and under 
50. 

50 acres 
and under 
75. 

75 acres 
and under 
100. 

100 acres 
upwards. 

136 

26 

11 

12 

13 

15 

13 


13 

16 
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Naaa. The total area comprised in the tenements of the 207 10^. electors, at present entitled to 

vote, whose valuations were ascertained, is 12,133a. 2b. 29p., The amount of their valuations- 

Epo-RT. jg 12,517^. 12s., being an average of 58a. 2r. 18^p. for each tenement, at 11. Oj. 7\d per acre. 

The total area comprised in Ae tenements of the 136 10/. Electors, registered in 1832, and 
not since re-registered, is 5,020a. 2r. 6p. ; the amount of their valuations is 4,594a. 6r, 7p.,. 
being an average of 36a. 3r. 26^?. for each tenement, at 18.?. Zid. per acre. 


The following Table exhibits the Area and Population of each Electoral Division of the Union, and 
number of 10/. Electors who appear in the Clerk of the Peace’s List in each. 



Names of Electoral 
Divisions. 

Area. 

Population 

Number of 
£10 Electors 
now entitled 

Number of 
£10 Electors 
reijistered in 
1832, and not 
since re-regU- 


Kill 

10,542 

2,141 

13 

12 


Bodenstown . 

9,083 

1.013 

.3 

6 


Naas 

8,814 

6,116 

19 

26 


Ratlimore 

7,756 

1,493 

7 

20 1 


Xillashee .... 

6,695 

1,469 

11 

5 


Carnalway 

4,559 

1,394 

5 

5 


Gilltown .... 

6,310 

1,478 

9 

4 


Kilcullen .... 

5,563 

2,503 

1 

2 


Usk 

4,685 

1,755 

1 

4 


Clane .... 

4,669 

2,121 

10 

4 


Timahoe .... 

14,050 

2,141 

15 

18 


Dowtiings . 

7,144 

2,687 

7 



Carragh .... 

5,950 

1,407 

8 

8 


Kilmeague 

10,202 

2,985 

14 



Rathernati . . . 

8,023 

1,536 

2 

2 


Old Connell . 

6,372 

1,165 

3 



Newbridge 

7,637 

2,290 

8 



Moorfield 

.5,411 

1 , 752 

4 



Kildare .... 

6,741 

3,346 

24 

28 


Baliysux .... 

7,213 

1,859 

15 

12 

County Dublin . 

Ballymove Eustace . 

7,954 

2,876 

29 

12 

County Wicklow . 

Blessinton 

29,795 


24 



Boyslown . 

14,033 

2,505 





199,201 

51,719 

241 

190 


Charles Hatg. 
Charles Kelly. 

Inquiry held at Naas, the bth and 6/A April, 1840. 

Valuator examined, and Books inspected in 
Dublin.* 


• The Valuatioa Books of the Union at the period of the inquiry were in the possession of the Valuator in Dublin, 
for the purpose of having fair S pies made pursuant to the orders of the Board. 
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DUNG ARYAN UNION. 


REPORT. 

Report. 

The Union of Dungarvan, in the county of Waterford, extends over 160,805 statute acres, 

and contains, according to the census of 1831, a population of 57,634. The Union is Extent of population 

divided into 15 Electoral Divisions, and was declared on the 28th March, 1839. The Board of Union. 

Guardians consists of 30 elected, and 10 ex-officio Guardians.* 

At the first meeting of the Board on the 16lh May, 1839, a Committee of eight was ap- Board of Guardians, 
pointed to inquire and report whether any valuation then existing could be made available Committee appointed 
for making a Poor Rate: that Committee reported that the new county valuation could va{,^ationI" 
be made available if revised by competent persons ; a Committee of Valuation was subsequently Report that the new 
appointed, consisted of 17 Guardians, one from each of the other Electoral Divisions, and county valuation 
two from Dungarvan. It was resolved by the Board, that only one Valuator should be ap- Vahiation Committee 
pointed, and after the usual advertisements, Mr. Henry Langley was elected Valuator. ofi7 Guardians 

Pie was a practical farmer and not a prolessional Valuator, he was the son of the 
agent of an extensive estate in the county, and had been previously employed as a Tithe available?^ * 

Valuator. - OnoValualorap- 

He was furnished with that part of the County Waterford valuation which comp; ised the t 

Union, and with the circular of the Poor Law Commissioners on valuation and rating, and mt*hCo. 

with no other document; he applied to the several landlords for returns of their rents, but the Waterford valuatiou. 
Duke of Devonshire alone furnished a return ; between that return and the walual. on there No return of rents 
, , given to Valuator 

was not much diilerence. _ except by Duke of 

The Valuator stated that the valuation was in some cases over, in other cases under the Devoushire. 
rents in that 1 eturn, and that it was also in some cases over the rents of several otl.cr large The valuation gene- 

proprietors in the Union, but generally speaking, in the opinion of the Valuator, the ^ aluation 

was under the general letting rents 20 per cent. 

Plis test of value wtis the fair rent which a solvent tenant could pay, supporting himself and 
family comfortably, by which he meant that he should be able to afford himself and family Test of laiue. 
meat twice a week, and comfortable clothing. The highest value put upon any lanrl in the 
Union, appears to have been upon the town fields near Dungarvan, which were valued at SI. 
the acre. Some of those are let both by the Duke of Devonshire and the Marquis of Wa- 
terford for that rent, but some are let for 6^. the acre. In valuing those fields the Valuator 
did not allow for them as town fields, but valued them as if they composed a large farm, hav- 
ing an additional value, on account of its vicinity to the town. 

The town fields are generally let in small divisions, varying from one to five or six acres, 
and the Valuator considers that whenever a rent of 6?. an acre is paid, it is paid for the con- The highest value on 
venience of having a town field, and not with the expectation of making any profit by it, Dungar- 

In valuincf the town of Dungarvan, he applied the same scale as in the rural portion of the S/. an acre. 

Union.i- “ . Valueil those town 

To enable him to form an estimate of the value of those houses in the town, he states that large farm 

he first selected some houses in the square, which he considers the most valuable in the town, in valuing the town of 
ascertained what rents were paid for them, and fixed a certain value upon them ; he then Dungarvan applied 
fixed the value of all the other houses, observing a proportion, and taking into account the u'e countrv'^^'^ 
difference of situation. His valuation of the town he considers was on the same scale with 
the rural valuation — generally speaking, 20 per cent, under the letting rents, except in small 
tenements. 

The Valuation Committee appeared at the commencement of the valuation to have been 
attentive to their duties. They met once a fortnight, and examined the, several portions of the Valuation Co m- 
different Electoral Divisions, as they were completed, and gave such directions and sug- 
gestions to the Valuator as they thought necessary.^ 

But after some time their attendance became irregular, and it was thought advisable in 
consequence that the valuation should be submitted to the whole Board of Guardians, which mi'ted'^V'rhe” whole 
was accordingly done more than once : and it is stated that it was examined carefully by the Board of Guardians. 
Guardians. § 

VTien the valuation was completed, objections r\ ere lodged both for acreage and for value. 

When any lease or surveys were produced, showing that the acreage was inaccurate, the Va- Valuator^refused to 

luator states that an alteration was made ; but the Valuator refused to make any alterations in “ 

the value, as he had made his valuation on a uniform scale throughout, and such alterations 

would introduce inequality. Some of those objections were for having valued too high, others 

for having valued too low ; the latter were made by some of the landlords. || 

Appeals have been threatened on the part of three landlords, and no rate was struck at the ^ 
lime the Union was visited. Appeals threatened oa 

As the Valuator had not obtained the rents of the landlords in the Union from any authentic ";• 

source, there was no opportunity of examining whether he was correct in his estimate, th^ accurate return 
his valuation was 20 per cent under the letting rents. The Guardians who were examined of rents. 


* Appendix to Report of the Poor Law Commissioners. t Evidence of Valuator. 

X Evidence of Valuator. § Evidence of Guardiau— Mr. Hudson. 

1] Evidence of Valuator. 
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Dungarvaa. state, that that the valuation was generally under the rents, hut they alleged '-that they coidd 

not state in what proportion. _ 

Report. return was forwarded to me by Mr. Galway, of 20 houses, in the town of Dungarvan, 

from which it appears, that the valuation, in those cases, was more than 20 per cent, under the 
rents. No return was furnished by him of any part of the rural portion of the Union. ^ ^ 
In the Appendix will be found the valuation of a small farm on the Duke of Devonshire s 
estate, which was valued in 1832, for Tithe Composition; in 1840, by Mr. Langly, for the 
Poor Rate; and in 1841, for the Duke of Devonshire, by Mr. James Ferguson, who is repre- 
sented to be an agriculturist of 25 years’ experience. The valuation of Mr. Langley and Mr. 
Ferguson nearly agree. Mr Langley’s valuation is llOZ. 5 j. 6d ; Mr. Ferguson’s valuation 

is 108^. 4s. . . , j p 1 . 

In the Appendix will also be found a sheet of the valuation of a townland ot the County 
Waterford, under the local act, 6th and 7th Wm. 4th. c. 61. In valuing under that Act, the 
land is divided info six classes, each class having a fixed price. The first class is valued at 
40r., the second class at 30 j., the third cletss at 205., the 4th class at ISs., the 5th class at IO 5 . 
and the sixth class at 5i-. There is nothing intermediate between those classes; if land does 
not belong to the first class it falls to the second and so on.* 

Mr. Mortimer, the Secretary to the Commissioners named in the Act of Parliament, states, 
that the valuation under that Act of Parliamentis, in his opinion one-fourth under the ave- 
rage letting price of land in the Union. As the mode of valuingunder this Act of Parliament 
is peculiar, nothing satisfactory could result from any lengthened comparison of it with the 
Poor Law Valuation ; but Mr. Mortimer seems to think the valuation under the Poor Law 
is higher. 

In the Appendix will also be found a list of 665 lOZ. electors, who have registered m and 
since 1832, and whose tenements appear to have been situated in the Union. Of those, 319 
could not be traced in Rate-book, as still in occupation of their holdings, 346 appear to be 
now entitled to vote. The total number which could be traced in the Kate-book, of former 
and existing 10/. electors, is 506. Annexed is a Table, showing the different ratings of such 
of those electors as could be traced. The constituency of Dungarvan borough consists at 
present of 50/., 20/., 10/., and 405. freeholders, 10/. and 51. householders. 

W. Jeffcott. 

Inquiry held at Dungarvan, on the27th and 28th March, 1841. 


Table of £10 Electors Registered-iu the Year 1832, to December, 1840, inclusive, whose Tenements appear by the 
Clerks of the Peace’s Lists, to be situated in the Union. 


Duiigorvan tlnion. 

Registered £10 Electors of 1832, not no 

V entitle 

d to 

Vot 


No. 

Eletlor.U Divisions. 



1 

o 

1 


i 


1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

3 

•s 

3 

{ 

1 

1 

1 

1" 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
y 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Dungarvan . .| 

Ardmore . . 

Grange . . • 

Kinsalebeg . 
Clashmoro . 

Aglish . . . • 

White Church . 
East Modoligo . 
Colligan . . 

Seskinanc . . 

Kilgobiuet . 
Killrosseiity 

Fows . . . 

Stradbaliy . . 

Baliylaneeu . 

Borough of Dungarvan . 
Decies without and 
Decies within Drum . • 

Decies within Drum . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto . . . . . . 

Decies within and with- 
out Drum .... 
Decii's without Drum 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ...... 

Upperthird .... 

1 ■\^'3terford . 

Ditto . . 

Ditto . • 

Ditto . . 

Ditto . . 

Ditto . • 

Ditto . • 

Ditto . . 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto . • • 
Ditto . . . 

Ditto . . • 
Ditto . . . 
Ditto . . . 

c 

18 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

1 



2 

2 

2 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

17 

2 

4 

68 

42 

8 

9 

6 

22 

3 

4 

2 

16 

7 

7 

13 

17 

51 

15 

7 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

119 

57 

16 

8 

23 

5 

8 

3 

18 

10 

7 

15 

19 

1 1 Total . . 

33 

4 

If 

F 

8 

5 

I 

17 

19 

17 

11 

11 



50 

230 

89 

319 


* Evidence of Mr. Mortimer. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



VALUATIONS for POOR RATES, IRELAND. 241 


Dungarvan Uuion. 




Registered £10 Electors of 1833, to 
Rated and Uii 

December, 1840, inclusive. 




















1 




il 

zs| 
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No. 

Eleotoial Division 

Boronios. 

Co.m0os. 


1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 





M 







P 



4 

4 

4 

s 

2 





1 

3 

S 

1 



Z-5 

ill 


f 

BoiouchofDiineaivan 

1 





















1 

DuBgarvan / 

Uecies mthuut and 
Decies within Drum 

|Waterford . 



9 



1 

13 

15 

15 



4 

6 


12 


35 

143 


262 

2 



Ditto . 


10 

2 


2 


1 








1 

72 

.2 

64 

114 

141 

3 

Grrange . 

Ditto 

Ditto . . 













3 

2 

3 

9 

5 

14 

17 

29 

4 

ICinsalebes • 

Ditto 

Ditto . . 















1 

1 


1 

10 

10 

5 


Ditto 

Ditto . . 


2 

1 


I 


I 



i 







i 

12 


20 

6 

Aglish . . j 

Decies within and 

^Ditto . . 







1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 


1 

8 

1 

9 

30 

32 

7 

White Church 


Ditto . . 








1 



1 




2 



4 

7 

7 

8 

East Modeligo 

Ditto 

Ditto . . 












1 



2 

4 

2 

6 

8 

11 

9 

Colligaa . , 

Ditto 

Ditto . 

i 










1 



I 




3 

9 

11 

10 

Seskinane 

Ditto 

Ditto . . 

1 









3 



1 


9 



16 

18 

19 

11 

Kilgobinet . 

Ditto ..... 

Ditto . . 









3 

1 

1 




1 

6 

I 

7 

22 

25 

12 

Kilcossenty , 

Ditto ..... 

Ditto . . 







I 


1 



i 


1 



5 




13 

Feivs . , . 

Ditto 

Ditto . . 





















14 

Strailbally . 

Ditto 

Ditto . . 

I 


i 




I 


1 


1 

2 

2 

i 

6 

16 


16 

29 

31 

15 

Ballylaneen . 

Uppetthird . . . 

Ditto . . 









1 









9 






Total;. . 

63 

14 

13 

7 

3 

1 

16 

18 

28 

17 

19 

9 

15 

5 

46 

276 

70 

346 

506 

665 


Dungacvan Union. 

Eatcnt in Statute 
Measure, ns in 
Bute Book, oHlie 
Tenements of the 
raieil lOt, Electors. 

Net Anu< 
oflheTe 

lot. Ete 

alV 

Bo 


Gross An 
ns in Ra 
of the Te 
oftlic 
101. Elc 

!B( 

nts 

of each 
Eluetoral 
Division. 

Population 

Electoral 

Division, 

1831. 

No. 

Electoral Division. 

Baronies. 

«... 







B. 

P. 

£ 

s. d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 



















1 

Dungatvaii .< 

Decies without and . 

iWaterford 


3089 


39 

4316 

18 

6 

5291 

11 

11 

18,459 

16,028 


1 


j 













2 



Ditto . . 


3895 


28 

1070 


0 

1151 

14 

0 

31,102 

7,407 

3 



Ditto . 


983 


0 

857 


0 

978 

14 

7 

5,598 

1,874 




Ditto . . 


516 


0 

416 


0 

468 


6 





Ditto 

Ditto . . 


469 


U 



0 






6 

Aglish . . 

j’Deoies whhin and) 

Ditto . 


936 


0 

703 


0 

801 

16 

0 

10,338 

4,762 

7 



Ditto • . 


1017 


0 

587 


0 

665 

13 

6 

9,072 

3,176 

8 



Ditto . • 


646 


20 

439 


0 

500 










539 

2 


293 











Ditto . . 


1926 



949 


0 

1069 

14 

0 

33,718 

2,162 

11 



Ditto . . 


1710 



675 



783 








Ditto . . 


3602 



1150 



1312 










616 



304 



337 

12 

8 








1881 



1294 

16 


1488 

14 

0 

10,302 

3,398 

15 

Ballylaneen . 

Upperthird . . . 

Ditto . . 


1955 

0 


1072 

12 


1256 

G 

0 

6,194 





Total 


23,786 

2 

13 

14,588 



16,772 12 10 

160,805 

57,534 
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;APPENDIX to REPORTS relative to the 


LISMORE UNION. 


Repoiit. 

Kx^ent and population 
of Union. 

Divided into nine 

electoral divisions. 
Valuation committee 
formed. 


Messrs. Tallon and 
Waters appointed 
valuators. 

Both farmers. 

Had been employed ^ 
occasions. 

The maximum value 
fixed on consultation 
with Guardis 


SOi.c 


:re the 


highest. 

Copy of county valua- 
tion furnished to 
valuators. 

Used it for acreage 
not for value. 

How value ascer- 
tained. 


Guardians approved 
of specimen sheets. 


the valuatiou over the 
rents, and in lettings 
of the Duke of Devon- 


REPORT. 

The Union of Lismore, in the county of Waterford, extends over 95,478 statute acres, and 

comprises, according to the Census of 1831 , a population of 34,382.’^ 

It is divided into nine Electoral Divisions. The Union was declared on the 30th March, 
1839. The Board of Guardians is composed of eight ex-officio, and thirty-two elected 

On the 12th of June, 1839, a Committee was formed to take into consideration the valuation 
the Union, to consist of the whole of the ex-officio Guarcians, and one elected Guardian from 
each Electoral Division. 

On the lOlh August, 1839, Messrs. Dominick Tallon, and J. Henry Waters, were ap- 
pointed Valuers of the Union. . , , v j r tx 

They were both practical farmers residing in the county, m the neighbourhood ot Dun- 

^^Mn ’Waters had been previously employed in valuing part of the county Waterford, under 
the local act for its valuation. Mr. Tallon had been employed as a Tithe V aluator. 

Previous to commencing the valuation, they consulted with the Guardians as to the highest 
value which should be proper to fix on the best laud in the Union; and, on consultation, all 
agreed, that 45s. an acre sliould he the highest value for lands near the town of Eismore, and 
SOs. an acre foiTands near Tallow. , 

The Valuators were furnished with a copy of that part of the valuation of the county ot 
'V\'’aterford which comprises the Union. They used it to ascertain the acreage, but not the 
value, as thev considered it too low in the principal barony of the Union, m consequence of a 
reduction from the original valuation which had been ma.de in that barony.f 

They were furnished with no other documents to assist them in their valuation. Beiore 
they fixed the value they walked over each farm, classified the land, and after they had con- 
sulted together and agreed as to the quality, they entered in their field-book the quantity of 
each description of land in each part of the farm, and its value, made an accurate calculation 
of the value of the different parts, and then entered in the field-book the net value of the whole. 

The test of value was what a solvent tenant could afford to pay, a.iid support himself and 
family out of the produce of the land, in that manner which the Union Valuators appear to 
think but reasonable, namely, to have meat once or twice a week. 

Shortly after they commenced, they exhibited to the Board of Guardians two specimen 
sheets of their valuation, who expressed their satisfaction with the gross annual value ot the 
tenements, as they appeared on the two sheets that were exhibited, and desired that the 
Valuators should proceed on the same principle throughout the Union.J 

The Valuators are stated to have conducted the valuation with great attentmn and accuracy, § 
and the Committee appear to have watciied their proceedings carefully .(I The valuation was 
completed early in October, 1840. n , - n i i 

About one-fourth of the Union is composed of mountain farms with small strips ot low land. 
Those farms were generally valued oyer the rents paid, and so were some farms held imrne- 
diately from the Duke of Devonshire,^ but, generally speaking, the valuation throughout the 
Union was under the rents, and in the opinion of the V aluators, full 20 per cent, and more 
under the rents.** The same scale was observed in valuing the towns a.nd rural portion 
I, that is to say, both were valued 20 per cent, and more under the letting prices. 

Sir Richard Musgrave, the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, and also of the Valuation 
Committee, is of opinion that the valuation is 25 per cent, under the usual m the 

E^nion ; and Mr. Gumbleton (an ex-officio Guardian) agrees in opinion with bn- Richard 
Musgrave.ff There appears to be no controversy as to the fact, that the valuation is from 
20 to 25 per cent, under the usual letting rents in the Union. 

No improper motives or unfair conduct are attributed to tiie Valuators, who are stated to 
have conducted the valuation with great attention and surprising accuracy, considering the 
time allowed them, and fairly ;tt but there appears to be a wide difference between the 
Guardians and Valuators in their estimate of the value of land. Sir Richard Musgiave 
appears to think that lands in the Union are generally let at moderate rents, and states that 
in the Union, within the last two years, part of the Holmes estate was sold, producing a ven a 
of 1 234^ a year, for the sum of 3l,000Z. In his opinion the price of land is rising generally, 
throughout Ireland. Mr. Gumbleton also thinks that lands are moderately let in the Uuion. 
Both appear to think that the standard of value was low but fairly applied. 


• Aiipenilix C to Poor Law Commissioners’ Sixth Report. t Kvidence of Valuators. 

1 Extracts from Minute Book, Appendix. § Evidence or Giiardmus. 

n Evidenceof Sir Richard MnSi;rave, Bact. ^ Evidence ot Valuators. 

Evidence of Valuators. , , ++ Guardians. 

Evidence ot Sir Richard Musgrave and Mr, Gumbleton. 
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TheValuatorson the contrary, maintain, that the rents are high in the Union, and justify 
their valuatiM by alleging that in most cases it is equal to, and in some cases exceeds the rents 
paid on the Duke of Devonshire’s estate. 

The Duke of Devonshii-e’s agent had the kindness to furnish the rental of two farms, one 
of whicli has been recently let, and which 1 believe afford a fair sample of the general scale of 
letting w the Duke of Devonshire’s estate. Out of twelve holdings, which have been valued 
by the Poor La.w Valuators, nine have been valued over the rents, and it is stated that in the 
hands of the middleman who lately held it, one of those farms had been let to under-tenants 
dO per cent, over the present rents.* 

After the valuation was completed, it was exposed in the usual manner forpublic inspection, 
and a great number of objections were lodged, some of those were for over-value A Revising 
Committee had been appointed, and the work of revision had not been completed when the 
Union was visited, but most of the objections for over-value had been over-ruled 
In the Appendix will be found a list of 199 lOf. electors, registered in and since 1832 whose 

tenemeiits appear by the Clerk of the Peace's list, to be situated in the Union, with the net 

annual ^’alue of such as could be traced. — Of those 110 have ceased to be electors, 89 appear 
to be still entitled to vote. 

Subjoined is a table, showing the different ratings of such of those electors as could be 


Lismore. 

Report, 


Valuation e^ual to, 

oxcoeils, the Duke of 
Devonshire’s letdog. 


TABLE of £10 Electors, from the Year 1832, to December, 1840, inclusive, whose Tenements appear, by the Clerk 
^ or Peace s Lists, to be situated in the Union. 


Lismore . 
Ballysagartmore I 
Cappotiuiu . , 
Mciycolltip . . 

Castle Richard 
West Modellisto 
Tallow and KiI-1 
watcimoy ,J 
I Terajilemichaol 
Kilcockin , , 


Lisraove Union. 


Cosiimore and Coslibritle 

Ditto 

(Ditto and Decies-wUh-) 

( out Drum . . . . | 

Cosiimore and Coshbride 

Ditto 

Decies-without-Drum 
Coshmore and Coshbride ] 
Ditto ..... 

Ditto 


Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 


Registered £10 Electors of 1832 not now entiUed to Vote. 


I 9 |77 33 IllO 


Lismore Union. 

Registered £10 Electors of 1833, to December, 1840, inclusive. 

hv. 

Elocloial Dirisioua. 

nutoDics, 

Counties. 

» 

% 

1 

1 

i 

i 

2 

j 


1 

1 


i 


1 


•g ii 
1 : 

ill 

II 

1 

3 

4 
6 

7 

8 
9 

Lismore , . 

Ballysaggartmore 
Cappoquin . , 
Moycollup . . 

Castle Richard 
West Mndelligo 
(Tallow and Kit-1 
[ watennoy .j 
Teinplemichaei 
Kilcockin . , 

Coshmore and Coshbridge 

Ditto 

(Ditto and Decies-wilhout-l 

I Drum 1 

Cosiimore and Coshbride 
Ditto ...... 

Decies-without-Drum 
Coshmore and Coshbridge 
Ditto 

Ditto ...... 

Waterford . 
Ditto . . . 
Ditto . . . 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto . . . 
Ditto . . . 
Ditto . . . 
Ditto . . . 

Ditto . . . 

Total . 


1 

2 





4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

i 

1 

3 

1 

i 

1 



4 

1 

30 

8 

5 

11 

I 

4 3 
2 1 
3 

.'•> 1 
1 
1 

0 1 
1 2 

i 38 
9 
9 
9 

1 

26 
28 1 

48 

14 

14 
19 

15 
23 
27 
39 

_1 



_1 

2 

2 

8 

10 

10 

5 

5 

5 1 I I 3 1 17 

72 ul 8 

9 I II 0 I 

199 


Appendix. 
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appendix to REPORTS relative to the 


Lismore Union. 

Extent in Statute 1 
Measure, as in 
Bate Book, of the 

I<et Annual 
Value as in Rate 
Book, of the 

Gross Annual 
Value as in Bate 
Book, of the 
Teuemeots of 

tat. Acres 
of each 
Electoral 

'opulation 

Electoral 

Division, 

Ko. 

Electoral DWi^s- 

Baronies. 

CouQliee. 

the rated 
lOi. Electors. 

the I ited 
lOf. Electors. 

101. Electors. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
6 

Lismore . . • • 

Balysaggartmote • 

Capiio(|uin . • • 

Moycollup . • • 

Castle Richard • 
WestModelligo . • 

TallowS Kilwateimoy 
Templemichael . 

Coshmore andCoshbride . 

Ditto 

Do. & Decies without Drum 

Coshraoreand Coshbcide . 

Ditto 

Decieswithout Drum . • 

Coshmore and Coslibiide . 

Ditto 

Waterford 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 

1,337 -3 0 
379 3 0 
266 0 0 
694 2 0 
653 0 0 
1,109 2 0 
617 2 0 
1,404 2 0 

£ s. d. 

1,328 10 0 
182 10 0 
372 10 0 
572 0 0 
591 10 0 
749 10 0 
531 0 0 
642 0 0 

1,553 4 7 
208 15 1 
431 8 1 
653 0 8 
677 11 3 
865 12 6 
604 10 6 
755 16 5 

9,452 

21,418 

16,350 

14,918 

5,306 

7,440 

10,626 

7,898 

2,066 

5,656 

2,710 

5,589 

4,926 

1,811 

2,413 

7,243 

•2,573 

1,461 





6,462 2 0 

4,969 10 0 

5.749 19 1 




W. Jefcott, 


Inquiry held at Lismore, ‘i'Bth and SOfk March, 1841, 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




VALUATIONS for POOR RATES, IRELAND. 


245 


DROGHEDA UNION. 


REPORT. 

The Union of Drogheda in tiie counties of Louth, Meath, and county of the town of D roghe da. 

Drogheda, extends over 10,142 statute acres, and contains, according to the census of 1831 a Report. 

pojjulation of 49,681. The Union was declared on the 18th of June, 1839; it contains 12 Population and ex- 
electoral divisions ; six in Meath, five in Louth, and one in the county of the town of Drogheda. Union. 

The Board is composed of twenty-fi.ve elected, and eight ex-officio Guardians. 

On the 26th of August, 1839, at the first meeting of the Board, which consisted of twenty-two 
elected and seven ex-officio Guardians, eleven Guardians were appointed as a Committee of Va- ^ “““ coranu ee. 
luation, but at a subsequent meeting of the Board, held on the 12th December, the resolution 
appointing the committee was amended, and the whole Board formed itself into a committee. 

The only step they seemed to have taken was to communicate with Mr. Griffith relative to the Jhe whole Board 
progress he had made in the valuation of the Union. The result of this correspondence is 
not recorded in the Minute Book. 

At the meeting of the Board held on the 6th of February, 1840, consisting of five ex-officio 
and twenty-one elected Guardians, the subject of the valuation being considered, it was re- 
solved that the usual advertisements for valuators should be published. On the 5th of March, 

1840, a Board, consisting of seven ex-officio and twenty elected Guardians, appointed Messrs. 

Shell and Gargan Valuators to the Union, upon condition of their naming a fit person to Mr. Shell and Gargan 
value the house property in the town ; this appointment was approved of by the Commis- agpi>inte<l vaUiators 
sioners, and Messrs. Conolly and Clark were appointed assistant valuators. Appointaent*of”'*" 

This was the first occasion either Mr. Sheil or Mr. Gargan had been employed in valuing Messrs. Conolly and 
land ; both were farmers living in the neighbourhood. valuators of 

The Board gave the valuators no instructions relative to the valuation of the Union, and Their qualilcations. 
the only documents with which they were furnished was the Ordnance survey. Mr. Griffith's Instructions given to 
valuation was not made at the time, and the tithe applotments were so inaccurate that no use Valuators. 

1 , 1 1 f ^ Bocumeuts furnished, 

could be made oi them. 

The Valuators of the rural districts state that they went together to every tenement, and 
that they placed the value on each tenement according to the rent which a solvent tenant 
would give, and a good indulgent landlord would let his land at to an improving tenant, and 
in judging of the value they proceeded on the supposition that the tenant had a lease of 21 
years. They formed their estimate of the value of land from their experience as farmers. 

They did not set a higher value on small farms in consequence of the greater competition 
for that class of tenements. 

The Union was divided into five districts for the pui-pose of revision, and the Guardians The Union divided 
elected for the divisions comprised imeach district, with the ex-officio Guardians having any districts, 

property therein, were named as the committee who were to revise the valuation of that portion tranTofcLh dfsufc't. 
of the Union. Meeting of the com- 

The committee met at a place in each district appointed for that purpose ; these meetings '"‘ttce. 
were open to the public, the Valuator read his valuation from the field books, and the rate- 
payers made such remarks as they thought proper. IVhen any objection wasmade, the committee Mode of revising the 
called upon the Valuators to give their reasons for the valuation they had made ; and after valuation, 
hearing both sides, the committee decided according to their opinion of what ought to be the 
value. 

The Valuators state that the committee frequently suggested to the Valuator the 
propriety of altering his valuation, but that on all occasions they eventually agreed. In 
this manner the valuation of the whole Union was revised. Each committee made a report • 
of their proceedings. On the 16th of August, the five reports were submitted to the Board, Reports of the com- 
and the valuation was adopted without further alteration. The Valuators generally thought it mittees. 
necessary, for the purposes of their valuation, to refer to the rents, not, as they state, for tlie standard of value, 
purpose of ascertaining the value of the land, but that they might judge how it was enhanced 
by the influence of locality. They were unwilling to communicate the rents ; their valua- 
tion was below what was usually paid by solvent tenants, many of whom, holding from 60 to 
300 acres, reside in the Union. They compared their valuation of the upper barony of Valuation of Upper 
Duleek with Mr. Griffith’s, and tliey find that both valuations of good land agree, but when Duieek compared 
a rich surface covers a bad sub-soil Mr. Griffith’s valuation is a third under theirs. _ ^ yuSaih’s valua- 

The Poor Law valuation of the entire Union is about five per cent, above Mr. Griffith’s. Poor Law valuation 
The rents of 55 tenements in Julianstown, comprising an extent of 2159 acres, were higher than Griffith’s, 
furnished to us. Tlie net annual value was 3723^. 8.y. 8d., and the rents, 4620/. In St. 

Mary’s 66 persons, occupying 1004 acres 1 rood 37 perches, are rated at 2238/. 1 j._ 9c/., the 
rents as furnished to us amount to 2843/. 8s. 2d., or about 27 per cent, above the rating. 

Mr. C. Clark, the person who valued the town, states that he sometimes acts as a house- Qualification of the 
contractor, and sometimes as superintendent for Mr. Leland, a merchant, who builds houses town valuator, 
in Drogheda, for the purpose of setting them. He states that in this way he has become 
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Drogheda, 

Report. 

Documents used in 
making the Four Law 

Referred to the rents. 


Poor Law valuation 
compuiud with otliers. 


Difficulty of valuing 
according to tliO let- 
ting value. 


intimately acquainted with the value of houses. He has also had considerable experience- 
ill valuing property of that description, as he had been previously employed^ m va uiiw the 
town for parish purposes. He visited every house, and procured the valuations which ad 
been previously made of the town; he ascertained the rents paid for almost every house, 
and in any case when he was unable to procure this information, he satisfied himselt o the 
rent the property would set for ; be was particularly anxious to be informed of the rents, as m 
no other manner could he accurately judge of the advantages of locality. However, in 
valuing the houses, he neitlier adopted the parish valuation, nor did he consider himselt 
bound by the rents. , , i * j .v 

The parish valuation was made at a moderate letting value, but not at a rack-rent, and the 
Poor Law valuation is generally a sixth below this. The clerk of the Unmn considers that 
the valuation is about 20 per cent under the letting value ; he states that he found this to 
be the case in fifty instances, where he tested the valuation by the rents. He had been en- 
gaged as a valuator for parish purposes. In [his valuations he had endeavoured to value 
according to the rents the property would bring in the market ; he states that from the 
difBculty°he experienced, and the opposition that was given him, bethinks it would be impos- 
sible for any person making a general valuation to adopt that standard. It does not a,ppear 
that the town valuation was ever submitted to a committee for revision ; the only objection 
made to it is, that the valuation of house property in the town is made on a much higher 
scale than that adopted for similar description of property in the country. The valuation 
under the Poor Law of country houses, appears to be lower than that of Mr. Gnmtli. _ 

When the valuation of the Union was completed, it was submitted to the public for inspec- 
tion, and a number of written notices of objections wore lodged with the clerk. _ 

The persons objecting to the valuation attended and were called in. All the objections 
were disposed of, the valuation of the Union was confirmed, and a rate of 4rf. in the 

^^Tht mting of 361 electors of the borough of Drogheda has been ascertained; of these 
33 were registered in 1832, and have not since been re-registered. 


The rating of those at present entitled to vote is as follows : — 


Under 
At and 


51 

51. and under 10^. 

101 . „ 15 /. 

15/. „ 20/. 

20/. ,, 30/. 

30/. and upwards . 


3 

52 

70 

77 

64 

62 


and not since re-registered, there are rated : — 

. 51 1 

. 51. and under 10/ 5 

10/. „ 15/. .... 11 

15/. „ 20/ 1 

20/. 30/ 6 

30/. and upwards .... 10 

34 


The total number of 10/. electors of the county of Louth, whose tenements are situate 
within this Union, and whose separate rating could be ascertained, is 152, and of those— 

Under . . 5/ 

Amounting to 51. and under 10/. 

„ to 10/. „ 15/. 

„ to 15/. „ 20/. 

„ to 20/. „ 30/. 

„ to 30/. and upwards 

152 


1 

12 

18 

25 

28 

68 


Of those registered in 1832, 
Under . 

At . . 


The rating of 40/. electors registered in 1832, who have not since renewed their registries, 
is as follows : — 


Under .51 

At and over 5/. and under 10/. 


10/. 

„ 15/ 

2 

15/. 

„ 20/. ..... 

9 

20/, 

„ 30/ 

11 

30/. and 

upwards 

14 



40 
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'The following TaWe exhitits the area, extent, and valuation of each electoral division of the EroglieiM. 
Union, with the number of lOf. electors whose tenements are situate in each 



Charles Haig. 
John Nolan. 


InouiTv held at Drogheda, 23rfj 24fA, 
and 25iA March, 1841. 
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Edenderry. 

Rbpobt. 


AssiatantValuator. 


Documents furnished 
lo Valuator. 


Standard of value. 


REPORT. 

Thk Union of Edenderry, extends over a surface of 140,396 acres, and comprises according 
to the census of I83J, a population of35,536. 

It is divided into 17 electoral divisions ; seven of which are in the county of Kildare, three in 
the county of Meath, and seven in the King’s county. The number of elected Guardians is 
twenty-two and of ex-officio Guardians seven. On the 15th of June, 1839, at the first Meeting, 
a resolution was unanimously carried, that the elected Guardians of each electoral division, 
together with such ex-officio Guardians as resided in each, or in the neighbourhood of each 
division, be a committee; to ascertain the rateable property in that division. At a subse- 
quent meeting, a resolution was come to by the Board, that persons should be appointed to 
value the Union; at this meeting eight Guardians were appointed, as a Committee of Valuation, 
for the purpose of communicating with the Valuators, and reporting to the Board all matters 
relating to the valuation. I’he usual advertisement for valuations was published, and on the 
13th of August, at a meeting of the Board, consisting of two ex-officio and 21 elected 
Guardians, seven tenders for the valuation were read ; that of Mr. Brackens and Mr. Robins 
was approved of, subject to inquiries as to their qualifications. On the 14th of September, 
Mr. Bracken was appointed sole Valuator of the Union. 

By a resolution of the Board, the Guardians for the several electoral divisions were to form 
a part of the committee, to revise the valuation of each division. 

Mr. Bracken states, that as the valuation of each division was finished, it was submitted to 
the Valuation Committee, who were generally satisfied with it; some members however, 
objected, stating that they feared the landlords would not be satisfied with so low a valuation. 
When those objections ivere made, he generally reviewed the premises, and in a few instances 
complied with the suggestions made. 

At first he was assisted by Mr. Robins, who valued some lands which Mr. Bracken never 
visited ; most of the objections made lo the valuation proceeded from the owners of these lands. 
Mr. Bracken considers, that this may have arisen from the circumstance that Mr. Robins 
could not attend to support his valuation. 

The Board furnished the Valuator with the Ordnance survey, and he used it as the basis 
for ascertaining areas ; but a.s it only specified the contents of townlands, he procured the tithe 
applotments for the purpose of guiding him in judging what quantity of land was held by 
each occupier, but he never used it to assist him in forming an estimate of value. He found 
that it differed much fi'om his valuation, being sometimes higher and sometimes lower. He 
also compared his valuation with one sheet of Mr. Griffith’s, and he found that they differed. 
This he ascribed to Mr. Griffith’s valuation being made according to the intrinsic quality of 
the land, rather than to its present state. 

The Valuator states that he took the 64th section of the Poor Law Act as his guide for 
the standard of value. From if, and fi’om a note in one of the editions published under the 
authority of the Commissioners explaining the meaning of the passage, he understood that he 
was to estimate land at a fair reasonable value; from this he concluded that the meaning 
was such as would enable a tenant to be very comfortable. He stated that at one of the 
meetings of the Committee a Guardian objected to the valuation, on the grounds that it was too 
low, but the other Guardians immediately referred to the Act, and after canvassing the 
meaning of the clause, overruled the objection. He has since heard of no objection to the 
principle on which he acted. 

Mr. Bracken states that the Committee made no alterations in his valuation, but occasionally 
made suggestions for the purpose of inducing him to reconsider the valuation of particular 
farms, and in some cases suggested alterations in the valuation of a particular parish or district. 
Sometimes he adopted those suggestions. He states that when he first commenced valuino- the 
Union he went to a particular farm and calculated the probable produce. This he divided into 
three parts, one for the tenant, one for the wear and tear, from the remaining third he deducted 
12 per cent., and this third so reduced he allowed for rent, this he called the value or fair 
rent which a landlord should receive. He considered that land should be valued higher if he 
supposed that the premises were leased ; but in his opinion he conformed with the directions 
of the Act by valuing the premises as if let from year to year. 

The Valuator states that the scale he adopted for valuing the Union is 20 per cent, lower 
than valuations he made of estates about to be sold. He would not undertake to value land 
under the Poor Law at a rack-rent ; he thinks it could not be accomplished. He states 'that 
he is positive that no degree of nicety in the relative value could render such a valuation satis- 
factory. 

The land varies much in quality throughout the Union ; he valued some so high as 54 j. per 
acre. This does not apply to town-fields, which are valued higher. 

In other cases, he valued arable land so low as IOj. per Irish acre. 

The Valuator mentioned the names of four or five large proprietors who set their property 
at what he considers a fair rent, or as he describes it, “ gives a man his due.” 
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We had an ialerview with ““pSd, the Chairman. 

In answer to our inquiries, as to the test ot vaiue rtgrally, the land is rated at a 

with the concurrence of the Board, stated, tl tt | | 

ItwtMXSin ,tn what thl A wonid let fer, we renewed 

it ought to he « fa "t"hilV“?^:r than the rent 
We then requested to be rnlormed M eontinu. to pay it. The 

at which it might be let to a critenon and gave no answer to the question, 

Board were ofopimon that such was . . ^t length ^as to the state of the valuation. 

Two of the Guardians gave us their opinions at to give IOj. an 

They think that a good and solvent tenant would, on an aveiage, be wiliin, g 

acre more for land than of the Valuation Committee, and according to the 

No minute was taken ol me. proc -ea g „v,nU inkiness relating to the valuation was 

evidence of « *>'?? 11th April, 1840, at 

transacted by the Board J fgcio and 15 elected Guardians, a resolution 

ameetingof the Board consisting of W f 

that the returns made by the Y a\uator ot me vat rad-imstown, Mvlerstown, Bal- 

the electoral divisions Wn LySikted and’ appeared so far satisfactory, 

lina, Ballynadnmna, and ArdkiU, had been S Lcted Guardians, it was resolved that 

Outhe’l8thofJr.ly, 1840,ataBoard — 

the Valuator having lard before the Board bis appeared satisfactory. On the 

east, Carbery, and Cloum»e, having been rnvest.gaM^^ elected Gu-ardians. the 

15th of August, 1840, at “ gX ” kwffl^^ having been examined by the Board, 

valuation of the electoral divide y .1,. Valuator who was requested to con- 

some alterations were made w.* *o concurren^ „„ 

sider a tow others. 'y Ator havin|submi«ed the valualioil of the divisions of 

the 14th ot Septeinbor, 1840, the Va uator n cioncurry, and Crogan, it was 

SfL httg” the-Board found the valuation generally correct, 

except those parts fa fromsoma resolutions In the Minute Book 

From the evidence ot Mr. ” ’ . o,nn*>ars that previous to the valuation being 
directing ^"''S'^rhad beeTreviewed by the committee. Those proceedings are 

investigated by the Board, it Y^d b e , „„/;nfluence on the state of the valuation, 

not recorded. They are not stated to have had any mfluence on 

On the 14th of November at a meeting ^oard, u submitted to 

for reconsideration at the last ° - adopted When the whole valuation had 

the Valuator, the amendments were 

o/fa ioh eSetori registered in the Union ot Edenderry since 1832, and traced in the Kate 
There was 1 who holds under 5 acres. 

Of 74 lOf. elecfors In Edenderry Unfa -ghW rp^pt.tlsrorio! 

BllfaS)1%nd it’3°9"wrek^^^^^^^ in 1832, and not since registered, tour are valued 

at sums under 10/. and one under 5/. John Nolan. 


Edenderry^ 


Inquiry held at Edenderry, 19iA and 20//i Uareh, 1841. 
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